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The Right Honorable William Alexander W Fath, P.C. (27th March, 1918). TAA 
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The Right Honorable Sir Joseph Cook, P.C., G.C.M.G. (28th July, 1920). 4 
Minister for Defence .. 3 .. The Honorable George Foster Pearce. 
Minister for Repatriation : .. The Honorable Edward Davis Millen. 
Minister for Works and Railw ays s .. The Right Honorable William Alexander Watt, P.C. 


- Succeeded by 
: The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom (27th March, 1918). 
Minister for Home and Territories .. The Honorable Patrick McMahon Glynn, K.C.7ff 
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The Honorable Alexander Poynton, O.B.E. (4th February, (1920). : 
Minister for Trade and Customs .. The Honorable Jens August Jensen.t es > 
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The Right Honorable William Alexander Watt, P.C. (13th December, 1918). 
Succeeded by . 
The Honorable Walter Massy Greene (17th January, 191 9). 
Postmaster-General .. ae .. The Honorable William Webster.tjt : 
Succeeded by 
The Honorable George Henry Wise (4th Fobra 1920). 


Vice-President of the Executive Council ... The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom. . aes 
f Succeeded by : ie 
_ The Honorable Edward John Russell (27th March, 1918). bide ee 
Honorary Minister .. ats -\ The Honorable Edward John Russell. Sa 
Appointed Vice-President of the Executive aes 27th March, 1918. | 
Honorary Minister i <3 .. The Honorable Alexander Poynton. = Seg 
Appointed Minister for Home and Territories, 4th February, 1920. 
Honorary Minister ai es .. The Honorable George Henry Wise. ; 
fj Appointed Postmaster-General, 4th February, 1920. a? 2 
Honorary Minister e mia .. The Honorable Walter Massy Greene. 
Appointed Minister for Trade and Custonis, 17th January, 1919.* 
Honorary Minister a ia .. The Honorable Richard Beaumont Orchard.** I ae 
Honorary Minister Ags se .. The Honorable Sir Granville de Laune Ryrie, K.C.M.G., C.B., V. Dtt : 
Honorary Minister 4a} 2% .. The Honorable William Henry Laird Smith.+t 
Appointed Minister for the Navy, 28th July, 1920. ~ 
ey Minister an The Honorable Arthur Stanislaus Rodgers.*** ee 


* Appointed 26th March, 1918.—+ ‘Removed from office, 13th December, 1918. 
1919. TT Appointed 4th February, 1920. eink Resigned 3rd February, 1920. 
office gazetted, 15th June, 1920. *** Appointed 28th July, 1920. 


Senators. 


(From 1st July, 1920.) | mh 
President—Senator the Honorable Thomas Givens, : 
Chawman of Committees—Senator Thomas Jerome Kingston Bakhap. 





** Resigned office, 31st. January, 
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Eeianditare Hon ue gia al- 
referred approvingly to the in- 
3 ey in the Postmaster-Gene- 
s Department, because there can be no 
ion. to. an ‘expenditure which car- 


ey-General’s and Taxation Depart- 
ants. The additional outlay in the 
: ve probably accopnied for by the > 


) iene and Herries (Mr. ae 
n is believe. that the Northern Terri- 


are alee ee apart from 
al industry, operations are at a 
dare Australia. House, which has 


Dei eects every visitor who has 
red from Great Britain has a sad 
y to tell of the conditions prevailing 
he Commonwealth’s head-quarters in 
don, and the Government should give 
2 details of the ‘proposed expendi- 


cs a Dire to refer to the Department 
rolling shipping. I was particularly 
e! ibe in a that portion of the speech 


hips arpine, and which, i its 
Wes th, influences ‘the price of every 
sa yund of wool, every bushel of wheat, 

every pound of butter or other produce 
re export. If it were not for that, 1 
Id be a very severe critic of the Go- 
ament shipping policy. I have not 
1 a warm supporter of this particular 
rnmental activity; but my mouth has 
closed because conditions have been 
that opposition was not justified. I 
anxious, however, to ascertain if we 


ipbuilding in Australia. I have been 





ork associated wile the pastoral and | 


- doing right ‘In pursuing a policy of: 


ormed , that so marvellous have been come from the N AVY, 


ere pu UE sf ae 
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the activities in the i hotline vine 
in the Old World that at the pre 


sent time there is a tonnage ap- 
proaching 8,000,000 available above 
the pre-war standard, and _ that con-g 
struction is ~still being continued. In 


these circumstances, we have to consider — bi 
whether we are justified i in extending our 
shipbuilding operations in Australia be- 
yond the keels already laid down, and 
whether it would not be cheaper to stay 
our hands and risk a fall in the market, 
Our present Inter-State fleet is altogether 
inadequate, because Australian  ship- 
owners have adopted the shrewd policy 
of not restoring their fleets to their pre- 
war strength until they learn whether | 
ships cannot be purchased at a cheaper 
rate than that at which ihe can be 
built. 


Jt has been said by the Tou of the 
Country party that the plan that has been 
adopted is the only effective way of mak- 
ing an impression upon the Government, | 
and that statement has been repeated by 
other honorable members. In my 
opinion, it is the least effective way. To 
begin with, it is asking this House to 
perform an impossibility. It would be 
infinitely better if we were to ‘pass the 
first item, and then, when we are dealing © 
with particular items, to demand the ful- 
lest information from Ministers. During: 
the twelve years I have been a member of 
this Parliament, we seldom have been 
able to perform effective work, because 
the Estimates have always been brought 
down so late. On one or two occasions 
they were not introduced until the fol- 
lowing year, when every penny had been 
spent. .When they have been presented 
reasonably early, we have either spent 
all the available time in aimlessly 
debating ‘the first item, or devoted 
days and hours to. trivial votes, 
allowing items. involving an expen- 
diture of millions to afterwards go 
through without any consideration at all. 
In regard to many Departments there is 
nc hope of cutting down the Estimates. 
There is no possibility of that, for ex- 
ample, with respect to the Defence De | 
partment. The honorable member for 
Franklin, when moving his amendment, — 
indicated that most.of the money upon — 
which he aimed at economizing soul 
I would begs) 
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him ‘that the press, in Drea public 
expenditure, has almost unanimously 
started out by giving the Government 
eredit for exercising a fair degree of 

“economy with respect to Defence. Gener- 
ally, the press has approved the Defence 
Estimates, both naval and military. 

The method employed in the South 
Australian Legislature, in the considera- 
fion of Estimates, is far preferable to 
that usually followed in the National 
. Legislature. Year after year, in dealing 
with the Estimates in the State House, 
the procedure was: to go through all the 
Departments seriatim, and the responsible 
Minister would be called upon, when- 
ever required, to explain every pound set 
down. If there was any item concerning 
which the Minister was not in a position 
to furnish an explanation, the Committee 
would insist upon an adjournment. until 
the particulars could be provided. That 
‘indieates the only effective way of deal- 
ing with Estimates, and the plan should 
be adopted here. 

I believe that enormous results have 
followed the investigations of the Econ- 
omies Commission, but we cannot be ever- 
lastingly appointing Commissions. We 
appreciate the work of that body. Taking 
a line from what it has accomplished, we 
should make a stand each year upon the 
Estimates, and let Ministers know. that 
no items can pass until honorable mem- 
bers have been informed of all particu- 
lars required. The very existence of the 
Economies Commission has made the 
Departments, generally more careful; it 
has made Ministers more careful also. 
_ Let us get right away from party feelings 
and dissensions upon the matter of na- 
tional finance. It is criminal that there 
should be any such feelings engendered 
_ upon the subject at any time, but parti- 

eularly now, when, unless we are exceed- 

ingly provident, there is bound to be a 

break down. : 

Mr. Parxer Moronzy.—Is the Trea- 
gurer prepared to adjourn at this stage? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta— 

Treasurer) [10.25]\—We have had two 
days of this preliminary discussion, and 

the subject ought now to have been pretty 
well threshed out. I am anxious to get 
on with the Estimates at some time or 
other. If we adjourn now, shall we get 
Hie discussion over to-morrow, or will it 
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Corner party is not. 




























be carried on into next week? 1 
afford that. ‘There are TAY imp 


and Christmas, so that we ar | 
for time. I am willing to m 


some definite understanding - col 
when the vote upon the amendm 
be taken. If the Government 
sured that a vote will be taken to- 
T shall not object to an adjour 
this ily he 
PARKER MOLONEY ne 
0; 27] .—There is no very gre 
ence between the present ante r 


mates “ £1,000,000. If my me 
serves me aright, every honorable m 
ber of the Corner party, with one 
tion, voted against that amendm 
Mr. Prowse—I think the honor 
member’s memory is at fault. ~~ 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.— ; me 
be. At all events, the great bulk of I 
orable members .in the corne ! 
against the amendment, yet they 
have the country believe that there 
cerity behind their present move t 
duce an item of the Estimates by 
do not believe there is any since : 
the. back of their proposal. © 9 a) 
Sir Josep Coox.—Yet the — 
member intends to vote for it. 
Mr. 
tainly. 
Mr. Gasp—We are iat 


Sir Josupx Coox.—The ho eae 
member is _ going to vote for. bor hir 


-cerity. 


a PARKER | oa 


ment were in some medley but. an 
ask the country to believe that the 
pose to do eigen an 





on a totally different matter. 9) 0% 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. — 
Corner party has been rightly | 
with having failed to point to ¢ 
ed are De | b eat downs 


oe asao-21). 




























Ir. eee —Not one item, but we 
ire prepared to cut down half-a-dozen. 
‘Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—No, Not 
ne honorable member in the corner 
“intimated a single item his party are 
ared to cut down. 

_ Mr. Prowse.—The honorable member 
_ has evidently not listened to the debate. 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—At any 
, that charge was made against the 
ner party by the Government. On 
‘other hand, there was no misunder- 
about our amendment. We 
mointed to the expenditure on defence, 
id said that, although we were told that 
ie last war was ‘‘a war to end war,’’ an 
penditure of over £9,000, 000—the 
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) 
calculated it at £10,000,000, and said 
hat before he had finished his task he 
ould probably find another £1,000,000 
_ the Estimates—was foreshadowed on 
efence, Naval and Military. I shall 
CO tinue my remarks to-morrow, 

Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta— 
reasurer) [10.33].—I am prepared to re- 
Jort progress on the distinct understand- 
ng that the vote will be taken at 2.30 
p.m. to-morrow. 
rogress reported. 














. hat the Joint omit of Public ee 
‘ se ar as the members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives are concerned, have leave to sit dur- 
oa the ares of the House. 


: Biilised to Brisbane in | pursuance of their 
task of investigating the purchase of 
timber areas and saw-mills by the War 
i arvice Homes Commissioner, and this 
motion is necessary in order that they may 
ake evidence in Brisbane at a time when 
the euee may be sitting. 


* ‘SUPPLY BILL (No. 4) 1920-21. 
ig Bill returned from ‘the Stnate without 


att Ooronee, 1920. J Shake of Sugar. 
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Hiduee of Representatives. 


Priday, 15 October, 1920. 





Mr. Spzaxer (Hon, Sir Elliot Johnson) 
took the chair at 11 a.m., and read 
prayers. 


SUPPLY BILL (No. 4) 1920-21. 
Assent reported. — 


SHORTAGE OF SUGAR. 


Mr. LIVINGSTON.—Has the Minister 
for Trade and Customs read the state- 
ment in the newspapers that there is a 
glut in the sugar market in Cuba? [I 
should like to know if he cannot bring 
some of the Cuba sugar here. It would 
relieve us a little if he did. | 

Mr. GREENE.—I have seen the re- 
port referred to, and I believe that 16 
relates to a slump in the speculative mars 
ket, which is concerned with the crop no§ 
yet harvested. 

Mr. ROBERT COOK.—Is the Minis- 
ter able to say when the shortage of 
sugar here will be relieved? 

Mr. GREENE.—I have already told 
the House that the Government recently 
purchased a large quantity of white sugar, 
and that as soon as arrangements can he 
made for freight to bring it to Australia — 
the shortage will be relieved. 


NATIONAL SONG FOR AUSTRALIA. 


Mr. GABB.—I ask the Prime Minister 
if he will take into consideration the ad- 
visability of having a national song for 
Australia ? 

Mr, SPEAKER.—By no stretch of the 
imagination can that question be regarded 
as one of urgency, and it is the rule that 
only urgent and important questions may 
be asked without notice. Important 
questions should go on the notice-paper. 
If questions are not important, they, 
should not be asked at all. 


MISSION OF SENATOR E. D. 
MILLEN. 
GENEVA CONFERENCE, 

Mr. MAKIN.—Has the Prime Minis- 
ter seen the statement in this morning’s — 
newspaper to the effect that, because of — 
certain circumstances that have arisen, 
the Geneva Conference is not to be hald?- 


) 49 for, 


Se 
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ee is the intention of the Ditech mont 


regarding Senator E. D. Millen, who has 


 Jeft this country to attend that Con- 
ference? Will he be recalled, or how will 
_ he be employed when’ he sets to the other 
side of the world? 
-- Mr. HUGHES.—The question re 

veals ohe of the causes of the appalling 
ignorance of mankind. The honorable 
member reads his newspaper as if the 
“statements therein were Bible truths. 


The basic principle of a citizen should be 
_ disbelief in every statement that he reads 


im the newspapers. Those who write para- 
graphs such as that to which the honor- 


able'member has referred do not know - 


where Geneva is, or what the Conference 
| They merely get a cablegram con- 
taining something about Geneva, and they 
make of it a statement such as the hon- 
orable member has read. The question is 
‘too silly to answer. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—It is a well known 
rule of parliamentary practice that ques- 
tions founded on newspaper statements 
are not in order, unless those asking them 
take personal responsibility for their ac- 


_ curacy. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. RYAN.—In this morning’s Mel- 
bourne Age appears the report of some 
_ wemarks made by an individual named 
_ Bavin, a third or fourth-rate lawyer, and 
a member of the New South Wales Par- 

liament, who, I think; i$ known only’ be- 

_ eause of his treachery to his late political 
leader, and his jealous stabbing in the 
back of a colleague who has recently been 
_ raised to the Bench of the Supreme Court 

of New South Wales. 

Sir Josepx Coox.—Is the honorable 

.» member in order in making this bitter 
personal attack under cover of a personal 

explanation 2 

Mr. SPEAKER.—The honorable mem- 

i ber i is entitled to explain how he has been 
_ misrepresented, but he must not, under 
-eover of the explanation, make a per- 

sonal attack on some one else. 

Mr. RYAN.—I have spoken of the 
ay icneter of the person who made. this 

‘ statement by way of showing how little 
‘to be believed it is. He is reported to 
~ have said that.I; as a barrister, when a 
- member of the Queensland Government, 
 veeeived in one year in fees the sum of 
£8,900. That is a repetition of a false 


" etatement made by a member of the 
| pag me Parliament, ehcp oe mits 
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pees in the at 2 some 
denied it in this:Chamber e< 
session; “ honorable ‘members, | 
will remember the occasion. : 
have expected that all members 
tralian Parliaments, who are DOSE 
interest themselves in the aif 
country, would have acquain 
selves with my denial. The s 
Mr. Bavin is entirely without. 1 
Mr. Fry promised me that he 
sonally investigate the matter, and 
publish a correction of the statement Af 
he had made. J know that he con 
an investigation, and found’ the 
statement, was a gross misrepresent 
of facts, but, so far, he has not m 
public correction of! it. I invi 
do so at the earliest opportunit 
fore I take further action. 


ar 


upon nobice— 


1. In connexion withy the onan 
Public Service legislation, will he imfoi 
House whether, in view of the statement 
by Senator Pearce (see Hansard, 
that military staff clerks were to 
under the Public Service Act, naval : 
are to be similarly treated? ee 

2, Are naval staff clerks under the. 
of the Naval Defence Act enjoying 
security of tenure as officers of the Pub 
vice under the provisions of the Commony 
Publie Service Act 1902-1918? 


Mr. HUGHES.—The answers to 
honorable member’s gnats a 
low :— , : 





of the Government. 
_2. Naval staff clerks are seed 


1918. Their security of tenure is decid 
Minister on the recommendation of ¢: 
Board, and is, therefore, not sisi in ¢ 


Leas: asked the Prime rf 7 
‘upon nottce— 3 


"1. Is it a fact that one Ernest Til 
nently resident in New Guinea, but for § 
months past, for health reasons, tempor 
resident in Sydney, has been refused permis 
by the Public Trustee to operate on his 
ing account at Rabaul, on the ground # 
was am enemy adien? f 

2. If this is so, in view of the fact th 
Mv. Danes, Consul for fhe Czecho-f 






























the Czedho- Gai Republi, is it 
ion of the’ Federal Government to 
im and others similarly situated to 
rate on their ow m accounts at Rabaul? 


HUGHES. —Inquiries are being 
al a the information will be fur- 


what Piccduill and under what 
‘ity did the Government obtain £1,470,000 


» the Nauru purchase of phosphates? 

the Auditor-General countersign the 

t prescribed by section 32 (2) “ot the 
ae (1901- 1909 in respect of such pay- 


16a ais of the Wa ar Loan Act 1918, which 
a pep ete. £80,000,000 for “war purposes.” 
he warrant was signed for a lump 
AL 2000, 000 for “ war olde x 
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.... | rota from 14th 
ea arise page 5687), on motion by 


ParlHament—namely-~—The 
t, £il 100, _be agreed to. 


r which ‘M. _MoWr1ams - had 


Oye ARKER MOLONEY (Hume), 
——When this debate was ad- 
, ing, I was referring to 
that when. - Budget was first 
red an honorable member on this 
ide moved an amendment which, if car- 
rie 1, would have had the effect of reduc- 
@ proposed expenditure by 
000, 00. _With the alae of that 


onorable member opposite for 
yendment. The honorable member 
in (Mr. Prowse) seemed’ to doubt 
ent gM ae but it i is a fact. 


ray for bani pice is £98, 860, oe 








“Budget (1920-21), 





Mr. “PARKER MOLONEY. mee | 
able members on this side, in moving the _ 
amendment to which I refer, did not leave _ 
themselves open to: the charge to which — 
honorahle members supporting the amend- — 
ment now before the Committee are left — 
open. Those who are, supporting the — 
amendment now under consideration have 
not indicated in what direction they de- | 
sire expenditure to be cub down. When — 
we submitted_our amendment we pointed — 
to the fact that the proposed expenditure 
on Defence was more than double what. 
it was in pre-war days. Whilst I should, 
personally, be prepared to go much 
further, the consensus of opinion on this © 
side was that the expenditure on Defence 
should be cut down to at least the pre- 
war expenditure, which would mean a 
saving of millions of money to this 
country. hs 

Mr. Fiemine.—The honorable ieee ‘ 
proposed reduced Defence expenditure, in ~ 
spite of the fact that honorable members 
opposite have complained that we are 
nearer to some possible enemies atm ever 
we were before. : 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I have 
made no such complaint. JI regard all , 
this talk about defence, the arming of 
troops, and making provision for some - 
war that is in the clouds, as so much 
flapdoodle. I see no immediate danger . 


of war, and no honorable member on the 


Government side has indicated where any 

immediate danger lies. This talk is all 

for the purpose of giving some apparent - 
justification to the country for this piling — 
up of defence expenditure. The factiis | 
that we are to-day spending in this coun-— 

try at the rate of war-time expenditure, _ 
and no country with a population of only. 

5,000,000 can expect to continue expen- 
diture at that. rate for very long. Any *— 
person who takes merely a casual look at. 

the Budget, as introduced by the Trea- 
surer ( Sir J oseph Cook), will find that we 
are expending at nearly the same rate as 
when -we were called upon to- provide’ 
transport equipment and*maintenance for 
300,000 men overseas. In 1913-14, be-. 
fore the war, our annual expenditure was 
£25,000 000 ; in 1914-15, the first year of 


the war, it was £40,000, 000; in 1916-17 : 
it was £107,000,000; in 1917- 18 it was on 
£119.000,000;. in 1918-19 it was” 


£111,000, 000 ; and in 1919-20, the firsb 
year ‘after the war, it was £97,000,000. aN 
The Treasurer’s estimate for the a i 






sta 
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Mr. Poynron.—How much of that is 

for repatriation, the resumption of land, 
and the building of homes for soldiers 
Sir Josepn Coox.—And how much for 
war pensions and interest? This is an- 
other attack which the honorable member 
is making on the soldier. | ae 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—I ex-. 

pected that from the Treasurer; but can 
afford to ignore such a false statement. 
- Sir Joszru Coox.—The honorable mem- 
ber is going to get it, too. He would not 
ask them to go to fight, and he will not 
‘look after them now they have returned. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. — The 
Treasurer should not get wildly excited. 
Sir Joseph Coox.—I am telling the 

honorable member a few truths, that is 
all. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. — The 
Treasurer is not telling the truth, but that 
does not matter: I shall say what I de- 
sire to say despite the right honorable 
gentleman. JI am well aware that in order 
to cover up the wrong in this Budget he 
will try to camouflage it by an appeal to 
the patriotism or the passions of the 
people. | 

Mr. Freminc.—He is on the wrong 
track when he makes such an appeal to 
the honorable member. 

“Mr. PARKER MOLONEY .—TI do not 
know that the honorable member for 
Robertson (Mr. Fleming) has a record in 
regard to the war that is very praise- 
worthy. I know that he parades what 

he did a great deal; but I am not con- 


- eerned about that. - I wish to keep per- 


gonalities out of the debate, if the Trea- 
-'surer will let me. The estimate of ex- 
 penditure for this year 1s £98,000,000. 
- The Treasurer and the Minister for Home 
and Territories remind me that a great 
deal of the expenditure is for repatriation, 
and other requirements of the returned 
soldier. IL am not complaining about 
_ that. 
Sir Joszrn Coox.—The expenditure re- 
quired for repatriation is £62,250,000, and 
the payments for other things arising out 
of the war bring the amount up to 
£73,000,000. If the £25,000,000 pre-war 
expenditure is added, we have £98,000,000, 
_ which accounts for the whole estimate for 
this year. | 
' Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. — The 


‘Treasurer says that I should cut out every. 


expenditure for the returned soldiers. I 


shall do so, and refer only to the ordinary 


NY, Cae Re: 


Budget = [REPRESENTATIVES.] (19 


‘pre-war 


Arithmetic. 


S124. 






























































expenditure. In 1918-14, the annung 
penditure was £25,000,000, and ¢u 
out all expenditure for the retu 
soldiers, the general expenditure pro 
after the war, amounts to £36,600, 
Sir Josepu Coox.—No, it does 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY 
represents an increase of £11,00 
in ordinary expenditure 
expenditure. _ Bae 
says that it does not, but he has 
to look at his own Budget figures to fi 
that it does. If the right honora 
gentleman does not understand hig 
Budget, I cannot be held responsible f 
that. I have stated the facts, and I sk 
be very pleased if the Treasurer can poin 
out where I am wrong. He will have az 
opportunity to explain the matte 
a vote is taken on the amendment befo 
the Committee, and if he can do so &: 
factorily, he may influence some vo 
Sir Josepn Coox,—I think I ¢. 
able to show that whatever inereases 
penditure have occurred are largely 
butable to Labour finance. 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.— 
no doubt that the right honorable 
man will try to put the blam 
Queensland or New South Wales, in 
States there are Labour Governmen 
that he will wriggle out of the diffi 
some way or other. The figures in ] 
Budget disclose the fact that ordin 
penditure has been inerease 
£11,000,000 without reference to 
penditure on the war, or on the 
ments of the returned soldiers. The B 
get discloses a state of affairs which, i 
continued, must lead the country to disas- 
ter. bie 
Sir Josrpx Coox.—I understan 
the honorable member is good at me 
How much per cent 
£11,000,000 on £98,000,000? — : 
Mr, PARKER MOLONEY.—I 
leave the Treasurer to answer that 
tion. When the Treasurer visite 
ney after introducing his Budget, 
made the statement, “I am very 
with the kindly reception given 
Budget.” H LN 
Sir Joszepu Coox.—Hear, hea 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. 
right honorable gentleman has 
friends around him like that, he 
follow the advice of the great auth 
fasten them to him “ with hoop 


EAM SUM ae Are) kL 


ahah ( 





















alone on this Baieet would 


m on the road that is paved with 


: think the rustic cackle of your Heate 


e 


e murmur of the world. 


tT, PARKER MOLONEY .—Friends 
no will applaud the right honorable 
wtleman for this Budget will stand by 
r all time. I do not know how 


: sf the term of this Parlement, 
Ryan.—What about the High Com- 
nership ? 


‘ as and I hive been dealing with 
‘ae of his for expenditure oo 













he Budeot There are some honor- 
embers who will stand anything, so 
ene as there is expenditure in their own 
electo at J a no | ea of that 
‘ al 


| Iam ae that my elector- 
foie not be neglected while this vast 


‘he. Prime Minister. (Mr. aha), in 
‘eplying yesterday to the only honorable 
member whom he had heard taking part 
in this debate, said, amongst other things, 
‘the primary Drdeeeens had much for 
— be thankful. I presume that 


’ ereased 
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; the eumid vote and to ee them ie} : 


loophole of escape. If the primary pro- 
ducers have anything to be thankful for — 
at the hands of this Government, then 
their thankfulness must be much like that 
of the man ‘who, after being knocked | 
down by a motor car, brushes the dust — 
off his clothes and thanks God that he 

was not killed. The primary producers ' 

have had the steam roller of the Govern- — 


ment over them, but they have not been _ 


utterly destroyed. 

Mr, Grecory.—Are not the primary 
producers getting that sort of treatment 
from, the New South Wales Labour Go- 
vernment ? 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—1 only 
know that ata most representative meet-. 
ing of farmers in regard to the non-pay-' 
ment of the guarantee of 5s. per bushel 
for wheat, as promised by the Prime Min- 


“ister in his Bendigo speech, most compli- 


mentary references were made to the 
treatment which the primary producers 
had received at the hands of the New 
South Wales Labour Administration, 
which only took office a few months ago. 
The consensus of opinion in New South 
Wales is that the Labour Government is 
doing infinitely better than did its pre-. 
decessors. . The honorable member for 
Swan (Mr. Prowse) pointed out that dur- 
ing the four years of the war the area’ 
under cultivation was reduced to the ex- 
tent of about 4,000,000 acres. That is an 
indication of how the primary producers 
were treated. 

Mr. Jackson.—Was it not lack of ship- 
ping that led to that decrease in the area 
under cultivation ? 

Mr. Macxay.—Or lack of men ? | 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—No, i 
was lack of proper treatment at the hands : 
of the Government. By way of illustra- 
tion I need only point out that our pri- 
mary producers during the war received 
for their wool and their wheat only about 
one-third of the amount that the primary 
producers of Canada, South Africa, ang: 

the Argentine received. 

Mr. Lavenrire.—And the area anlon 
cultivation in New South Wales has in-. 
since the Labour Government 
took office there. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—That is 


go. Now that the war is over this Go- 


vernment does not seem to be inclined to. 
make amends for its shortcomings. The | 
increased area under cultivation this year — 
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is due ‘ the fact that the faporats antici- 
‘pated that the guarantee of 5s. per 
bushel for wheat delivered at railway 
sidings would be honoured, but, so far as 
we know, that pledge, which was given 
by the Prime Minister, is going to be re- 
pudiated. That is another answer to the 


right honorable gentleman’s statement 


yesterday, that the primary producers 


bave much for which to be thankful to. 


the Government. 
ay case. 

As an illustration of the arguments 
that are used by” Government supporters 
to justify their intention to vote against 
this amendment I would remind the Com- 
mittee that the honorable member for 
- Flinders (Mr. Bruce) said on Wednesday 
- evening that he would not vote for the 
amendment, because if jt were carried it 
would bring the Labour party into power, 
and that the country could.not look to 
_ them for anything in the way of better 
financial control. That appears to me to 
be the very flimsiest of excuses, since the 
honorable member condemned the Budget 
to so great an extent. 

Sir JosepH Coox.—Condemned it? | 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. -— He 
pointed +o expenditure which he con- 
sidered to be unjustifiable. If honorable 
members on the Ministerial side are going 
to tolerate anything that the Government 
may do, and to explain their attitude by 
_ pleading that something worse might 
“happen if Labour came into power, then 
one can only say that they are hard 
' Pressed for an excuse. 

Sir Josspx Ooox.—_The Rbuneunle 

-member for Flinders gave us what the 
honorable member could. never pretend 
_ to give—a fair argument. 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—The 


The reverse is really 


eps honorable gentleman has said that 


ke welcomes criticism. 

‘Sir Joszpnx Coox.—I do, so long as it 
is fair and intelligent. | 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—But 
' what, in the opinion of the right honor- 
able gentleman, is fair criticism? He re- 
one as unfair any criticism that is not 
to his liking. 
able member for Flinders base his con- 
elusion? Was it upon any experience 
of a Commonwealth Labour Administra- 
: Uy gid When we last had a Labour Go- 

-yernment in power in this Parliament 
_ the annual expenditure, apart from war 


rh ae 
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conclusion ? 


On what did the honor-’ 


























amount. . A 

Sir Josrrx (oom _Wrong a ‘aul 
was in office in the/year to 
honorable member refers. 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. 
ask you, Mr. Chairman, to p: 
from the Treasurer, who tries t 
up every statement that I make 
not to his liking, I have referr 
assertion made by the honorable 
for Flinders merely with a 
secure information. On what 
honorable: member for Flinders 


Mr. Bruce.—If Labour- 
what it was in 1913, I would 
apprehensive. 

Mr.” PARKER MOLONRY. — 
has keen no other form of Labour 
power in this Parliament since a 
sequently there has eos de! 
upon which the honorable invealie cow. 
base such a conclusion. We > eee . 


Sodete oad | 
honorable member is indulging i 


in keeping with i) usual fairne 
lét us look further. Let us see 
happening where Labour is in po 
In Queensland, for instance, Labe 
been in power during the life of 
liaments, and the people of thi 
by an emphatic majority, have j 


electors. ae 
Mr. PARKER OLOmne - 
Queensland Labour Government 
returned by a majority of the vo 
position in Queensland to-day. 
Labour, after being in power in 
liaments, has been returned one 
with a majority, notwithstandir 
the whole of the press of the Stat 
against it, and despite the enorme 
penditure which its opponents in 
in endeavouring to bring about : 
Tt has han rik aky wath» 




































vhich this - cae would like to 
ive at its back to-day. The counting of 
s has not yet been completed, but 
it has a majority of eight. That 
tirely satisfactory, and constitutes 
st tribute that could be paid to 
our in politics. That being so, when 


he would not trust this party in 
1 can only point out to him that, on 
ae facts available for his enidance, 
L "hea should be reversed. 





aan iaLihe year. ‘to which he 
penently referring when he spoke of 


stice the oe Pe orate ie a 


| the expenditure was still less, so 
fail to see the point of the right 
a ee 3 alae 


y liey of the Labour xi in adroit 
the primary producers, with the object 
wing that it was detrimental to 
While he was speaking I inter- 
og he had omitted all reference 





his. eeeenient. Our policy is that in 
to Australia’s surplus products ex- 

ed overseas we favour, world parity, 
md our programme, on which the Labour 

rmment in New South Wales was re- 
is that in respect of prodtuce.for 
2 consumption the price should be 
d upon the cost of production. 


Grecory.—In other words, 
3 party would fix the price. 
it, PARKER MOLONEY. — Our 


cy is that for home consumption a 
sonable price, based upon the cost of 


the 


d iction, should ‘be allowed, and 
price should be a goed one. That 
45 not mean the fixation of prices. The 


norable member for Swan would. have 
bélieve, however, that there is some- 
detrimental in such a policy., I 
vould remind him that it is entirely the 
same as that of his own party. 
ee the ae of the honorable member for 


4 





a 15 cron, 1900, fh 


hhonorable member for Flinders says. 


the Labour party was in 


Here are’ 


920-21), 8693. 





Wniders (Mr. Baw aey a prominent 
member of the Country party—— 
Mr. Gass.—He is one of the “ dinkum ” 
members of the Country party. 
Sir Jossru Coox.—And a special friend. 
of the Labour party! _ , 
Mr. McoWirtiasMs. ree 
straight man. . | 
ic dosnru Coox. i more of a: 


is a good 


Labour man than a Country party man, 


Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—AI]l the 
more to his credit. That is why he gets 
such substantial support from the 
farmers. 


Mr. McWixiams.—Anything anybody 
has to say against him should be said 
when he is present, 

Sir Josera Coox.—I have said it when 
heis present, and I shall do so again. 

Mr, PARKER MOLONEY._At: any 
rate, he is one of the straightes— men in 


8 the ‘House, and this is what he said, as 


reported in the Kerang newspaper— 

The price of wheat for home consumption 
should be based en the cost of production, 
allowing for an eight’ hours day and a fair 
recurn on capital, : 
That is the policy of the Labour party,’ 
as far as.the price of, wheat is concerned. 

Mr. Prewsr.—Bué until that policy is 
fixed- 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY _—The hon- 
orable member will try to cover up the 
statement of his colleague, but when hon- 





orable members on this side advocate the 


same policy in’ regard to the price of 
wheat he will tell the primary pto- 
ducer that there is something wrong wi 
it. Let kim start with one of she most 
henest men in his own party. ) 

Mr. Grecory.—Whether the statement 
was made by the honorable member for 
Wimmera (Mr. Stewart) or by anybody 
else the principle of it Is wrong. — 

Mr. PARKER MOLONEY .—The hon- 

orable member for Wimmera said that 
our policy is right, and when the Laboun 
party in New South Wales went to the 
country on that policy it practically swept 
the polls, particularly in the ceuntry dis- 
tricts. 

As I understand that it is the desire 
of the Committee to take a division early 
this afternoon, I shall content myself with. 
referring to only two other matters. If 
ever a Royal Commission was required in 
regard to amy matter i is required in re- 
gard to thé contrast entered into by the 
Commonwealth Goxgrassce with the 











frequently been referred to by me and 
other honorable members, but we get no 


¥ forrader, and I believe there are reasons 


‘for covering it up. The Prime Minister 
- has been asked, for instance, as to when 


the litigation started by the ex*Treasurer 
(Mr, Watt) against the company will be 


_ proceeded with, and the Prime Minister’s 

“answer was that litigation was always very 

\. slow, and that some day this case would 
possibly reach the Law Courts. 

- that something definite was done in re- 

gard to this at heae: 

' the head of which is Mr. F, 


Tt is time 


This company, at 
W. Hughes, 
has a capital of £135,000, and out of a 


‘contract made with the company by the 
Prime Minister has made a 
~ £410,000. 


profit of 
Nearly half-a-million pounds 
was made in profits, because of the prefer- 
ential treatment meted out to that com- 


-. pany as compared with the treatment ac- 

corded the Yarra Falls Spinning Com- 
“pany, and other companies engaged in the 
~ same industry. 


This Parliament should 


know why the Colonial Combing, Spinning 


pon 


and Weaving 
special treatment. 


Company ‘receives this 


While the Prime Min- 


ister was absent in Europe the Acting 


- Prime Minister (Mr. | 
proceedings for the recovery of a large 


Watt) instituted 


sum of money from the company, and 


after Mr. Watt resigned from the Cabinet 


indecent, 
litigation was pending. 


it was an interesting fact, and not lack- 
ing in a certain amount of suspicion, that 


_ the Prime Minister spent a holiday on the 
_ station of F. W. Hughes, at Wagga. 


“Mr. McWrr1tams.—That was positively 
in yiew of the fact that this 


Mr. PARKER 
are the facts. 


MOLONEY .—Those 
A few weeks ago the Prime 


Minister was. asked, for perhaps. the 


_ twentieth time, when legal proceedings 
“would develop, and he returned only an 
"evasive reply. 
up if honorable members are content. to 


The case will be covered 


is allow things to remain as they are. I 









he _ Bhall be ready to assist in probing the 
eh transaction to the bottom. 
bh Post Commission ought to be appointed 


At least a 


_ to inquire into the relationship of the Go- 


eoinent with the company that received 
- sach preferential treatment. 
i Pee nention s that has been given to us ts 


The only 


that if the company had not received pre- 
ferential treatment it would have closed 
down Ae works. aoa is no excuse, be 














































: a | Chmbiney abies ona Wane eat 
ing Company of Sydney. The matter has 


here | is no ee 8 « tors 
litigation. ie 
Sir Josepn Coox. —Who sa 
shelving it? 
Mr. McGratx hy. dia Cy 
Minister go picnicking” Re m 
Hughes? oe 
Mr. Laverie —He was lea I 
“ shoot the profiteer.” 
Sir Josspx Coox.—Tell a 
Prime Minister has shelved th 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY 
years is too long for litigati 
character to be hung up, and wh 
suspicion surrounds the case, tl 
course to follow is to appor 
Commission to inquire as to wh 








ter treatment than. ‘other Capt 
panies. 

When so many nations va 
being voted for defence expen 
might very well find a few 
pounds for expenditure in othe 


exception. I receive almoul : 
pathetic letters from old-age 

ai are hardly able to live on t 

of 15s. per week. Nobody in th 


were increased to at least £1 per’ 
worst feature of the pension is at 


6s. or 7s. per week. if 
Sir Josurn WG, oe: ae 


per annum. 


Mr. dhunbeerat one MOLONEY 
























vote. ; 
Sir Josep eae: ay am sure the 
able member would do that. 


heard no arguments bdvanpedl + 
me on the need of this defene 
ture, unless it be the Prime 
statement at Bendigo about — 
terious enemy that threatened A 
the advance of Bolshevism, or 80 

‘ism.’ ( 

Mr. MoWeacien are 
Bolshevism when Poland beat | 


‘Mr. PARKER MOLONE 
Prime pea ona, state 





ot 

























} ey on our dof odmeeupentiiture and 
t to the relief of the old-age pen- 
, who have done so much for 
I frequently receive com- 
8 ‘that the pension has been cut 
because some pensioner is earning 
“More than 6s. or 7s. per week. Provision 
4) nou d be made to allow the pensioner to 
earn at least the equivalent of his pension 
b fore any reduction is made. 
dJosera Coox.—That proposal, by 
_ the number of ae who 


one allowance from those who do 
ty ms and a the vere thus 


of trouble, and I would not support 
I do not propose to interfere with 
of the best pieces-of legislation ever 

duced into the Commonwealth. Even 










a ae loaf the: may draw the full pension ; 
if they are industrious and earn a little 
me ey the pension is reduced. ~ 


in Josepax Coox.—That is the law 
eed, by a Labour NaS 


1 


oa on the Labour party. 













* we were in power now we bud 
| the Act in accordance with the 
ered circumstances. The cost of living 
to-day is much greater than it was when 
hat legislation was introduced. A pen- 
n of 10s. may have been reasonable 
en the Act was passed, but the equiva- 
lent of it to-day is £1 per week. I hope 
the ‘Treasurer will think over this matter 
‘and at least allow the old people to earn 
aes Meek) betorg reducing the pen- 


ics Joseeu Coox.—lIf I find that there 
Epscty of revenue available I shall con- 





1 15 Octomen, 


out i in the same. way. tach 
| this pnesinety foe is required 
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sider Mhothor I can cure these blunders 
made by the Labour Government. 7 ee 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY.—AITl Task - 
of the Treasurer is that he shall do what . 
a Labour Government would do. As the 
Treasurer has invited criticism I hope I 
have done my share to please him. — 
Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [12.0].— 
I have only a few words to say before the © 
amendment is taken to the vote. It seems 
to me after perusing the Budget state- 
ment and the Estimates, that there is 
ample justification for the charge of ex- 
travagance laid against the Government 
by the honorable member for Franklin 
(Mr. McWilliams) and also ample justi- 


. fication for the motion he hag moved to 


reduce the item by £1. As I understand 
it, the purpose of his amendment is to call 
attention to the general extravagance of 
the Government, which, however, he has 
not indicated with that particularity 
which I could have desired to see. He 
has referred to expenditure on the 
Northern Territory and on the Defence 
Department. J quite agree that the esti- 
mates of expenditure of Defence are far 
too high. I am not frightened by any 
suggestion that the Treasurer or honor- 
able members behind him may make to 
the effect that the Labour party can 
be accused of not standing for the ade- 
quate defence of the country. No one 
can accuse the Labour party of that, but 
I think we may reasonably demand that 
the Government should give some earnest 
of their desire to reduce expenditure 
on Defence matters to something like a 
par with pre-war expenditure, making, of 
course, allowance for the increased cost 
of material and other increases of that 
kind. There is no doubt that the Go- 
vernment, in the past have been neglect- 
ful of what I may call Australia’s m- 
terests. They have been prepared, and — 
in fact their policy seems to have been, 
to subordinate Australia’s interests to the — 
interests of other places. We find, now, 
that the Treasurer, in his Budget speech, 3 
admits things which formerly the Labour 
party were dubbed disloyal for saying. 
On page 22, in justifying the expendi- 
ture for the war, the Treasurer said— — 

In considering the large expenditure which 
the people of Australia are being asked to bear 
as the result of the war, it should be borne in 
mind that Australia’s burden is much heavier 
than that of some of the other Dominions, 
owing, principally, to the great difference in 


the distances over which troops had to be 
transported to the various battle fronts, 


pire. 


9006 
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‘Further, certain | published AES aay Na. 
y hat ‘casualities among Australian soldiers as 


_ compared with enlistments were higher than 


among those of any other portion of the Em- 
As a result, Australia has now to face 
an unduly heavy expenditure in order to meet 
her obligations to the dependants of men 


a ‘killed and incapacitated, and to returned sol- 


diers to enable them to obtain a footing in 


 eivil life, 


Its said that if you want to test where 
you are going, it is a good thing to look 


back where you come from. / If. we look 


where the Government came from, 
“look back over their record, we will fnd 
the proof of the statement I have made, 
‘that the 
' throughout the war period, to subordin- 
ate Australia’s interests to those of other 
portions of the Empire. 


if we 
Government were prepared, 


Why should 


Australia, because she was further away 


(from the actual seat of war, have a larger 
burden of debt to bear? 
reasonable for us to expect that the Go- 


Surely it 1s 


-vernment would have taken some steps to 


have the expenditure pooled. 

Mr. Breii.—I expect the other fellow 
had a say in that. 

Mr. RYAN.—But no attempt was 


made to approach the Government of the 
- Dominion of Canada, for example, to see 


whether they would not be prepared to 


pool expenditure. 


Mr. Poyrnron.—If we were to pool on 


_ the basis of the English expenditure, how 


would we come out? 
Mr. RYAN.—I am speaking now of 


_, the expenditure of the oversea, Dominions 
of the British Empire, and suggesting that 
> ih was fair and reasonable to expect the 


Government, that in fact, it was the duty 


op tion proposals, 
but now they are willing to admit it. 
ie ‘Sir Josurn Coox. —QQuite wrong, 


Wok. the Government, to see to it that we 
were not saddled with 'a larger proportion 


‘of debt than the other oversea Dominions. 


>» There is no denying the fact that Aus- 
_ tralia has had heaped upon the shoulders 
of her citizens an amount of something 
Tike £175,000,000 more than should be her 
. fair share i in proportion to what was borne 
_ by other oversea Dominions, more parti- 
eularly Canada, on a. population basis. 
. mentioned that fact before; 
fact that was suppressed from ‘the people 
of Australia while the Government were 


bs 


ut it is a 


endeavouring to get through two conscrip- 
They suppressed it then, 


Tt 
was referred to on almost every platform, 
“and py and he Sse as 


could hav done so; but no one | 
‘gesting it. 


‘should have pulled out, but wh 


~ other oversea Dominions. 








being a craven P 
-dishonoured the A Perales 
ing’ at the Front Seo) ae 
Mr. RYAN.—I have ese th 
“elaptrap” from the right hy 
gentleman during the last few ; 
is the sort of stuff that the ofl 
talked up and down Australia w 
were advocating conscription. © 
that Australia would be dishon 
that ours were craven proposal. ( 
Sir Josern Coox.—Then Md! do 
that it was referred fo?  /) "7a 
Mr. RYAN.—It ig not a craven 
posal to suggest that the “Go 
should have done their duty by 1 
try, and should not have allowed o 
terests to be subordinated to the 
of other places. Whose duty wa ty 
was not the duty of the Governmen 
was no one else’s duty. Not only ¢ 
Government neglect Australia’s i 
in that direction, but they also sul 
nated them in the matter of the ? 
our primary products. cre 
Mr. Porwron.—We coulel have pull 
out of the war, .and. saved quite a loti 0: 
money ! ia 


Mr. RY AN.—Probably the Go 






























































I am suggesting that a G 
vernment in charge of the affairs of # 
country should not lose their hea 
present Government did not k 
heads, and, as a result, we h 
saddled with a larger expenditure : 
should have been saddled with. tt 
very well to ery about “ pullin 
the war.” No one is suggestin. 


suggest is that the Governmen ai 
have had regard to the interests of 
country compared with the intere 





Sir Josep Coox.—I never he 
leader suggest that we. should 
expenditure. hee 

Mr. RYAN.—I jot not nea 
right honorable member heard. I 
possible to know during the war what 
Government were doing. No one e 
those in the Cabinet would be able to; 
what was going on; but now we 
abled to see that the Government | 
in their duty, as we suggested th 
were doing while those two, cons 
campaigns were going on. The} 
ite to admit ae us mie 









e. I think they were e higher 
‘of any part of the whole Em- 
these are facts that were not ad- 
I. refer to these things 
we may judge of the future by our 
: The Government 
ved that they had not that capacity, 
at cool-headedness, that shrewdness 
1i¢ch they should have shown during the 
sriod, and we may expect that i 
ntinue so in the future. It is 

of indifference to me what Wages 
embers say by way of interjection or 
‘ah Decause I know I am voicing the 
























































der more disadvantageous all 
id at lower prices, than those of other 

mons of the Empire. Our intereste 
ere ale there also, and if it had 


worse off i ie Wa are. eae credit is 
an Government for the fact that 


to bring about a 
Lot) affairs hick would have placed 
n @ much worse position than we are 
to-day to meet the great difficulties in 
vt of us and to bear the great burden 


‘say, you must look hts you come 
sal ‘see where you are going, and 


bent J defence. He says to us, ‘* You 
i to cut. down our defence,”’ but those 
estions do not go down. The people 
‘ Sune do not pee that the 


ntleman. Not only were our in- 
; subordinated, not only did the Go- 
ent lose their heads, although, for- 
ly, they were frustrated in some of 
proposals by the people of Austra- 
ut. the war expenditure was wrongly 
c TY am clad to hear the admis- 
m. as by some honorable members op- 
that the method of omnia the 


was: 3 wrong. 








orable Tented for 


AGES Mr. ‘Bru . 
admit that. ‘ ia 





wy was a6 glad is ie the ome te 








Mr. Poynron.—That \ was iadoced a h, 


the Fisher Government. 


Mr. RYAN.—1I do not care who a 
duced it. 


While the expenditure was ar 
small it was right enough, but when it a 
mounted into hundreds of millions it was 
tine the Government took some steps to 
see that posterity was not saddled’ with © 


all the burden, and wealth relieved of its — 
fair share during the time of the actual ef 


expenditure. 
Mr. 
on. 


Poynton.—That was done later E 


Mr. RYAN. “Not to the extent that we . 


should have been. The Government would if 
have been able to alter that polity to a 


that our primary products were properly 


disposed of at a fair rate, returning to 
the Australian producers the full amount 


received for them, and not allowing 
large profits to be made by profiteers over- 
seas. And now we find that this huge bur- 


den of debt, which, of course, has to be 
met, is inflicting a very hard burden upon 
It is. 


the ‘people in the way of taxation. 


‘far greater extent if they had seen to it ie 


a problem that we have to face, but the 


burden is being placed too heavily upon 


the shoulders of those who are least able 


to pay the money. 
income tom exemption be much higher 
than it is? 
up to £300, ‘or 
vicinity ? 
pared to do that. 


something in that 


tion upon the shoulders of the great mass. 


The Goyernment are not pre- 
Their policy seems to” 
be to broaden the basis of taxation—I. 
think that is the way they describe it~ 
which simply means placing the main por-. 


Why should not our — 


Does any one suggest that i 
there should not be a larger exemption, 


of the people, whereas a proper and sound — 
policy would be to increase the number | 
of shoulders which are capable of bearing — 


taxation. 


That could be-.done by en- 


couraging the development of our natural — 


resources, and by going in for a policy 
that would attract immigrants. We hea 
a good deal from the Government abont 
their immigration policy. While on that 
subject, I should like to enter my protest 


against the appointment of a gentleman De 
be sent home as Imraé- Bee 
re 
a reward for political services which were 


named Barnes to 
gration Agent. His selection seems to be 
rendered to the Government during th 
recent hie election campaign. IT knoy 
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ee of no man’s spepehee that were Further. 


from the truth than those of Mr. Barnes, 

They were gross misrepresentations. 

They were wilful falsehoods. 

Mr. Tupor.—He must have a record. 

then. 
Mr. 


RYAN.—He must have. I know 


-mothing worse than the statements that 


he made. 
sceintilla of foundation in truth. 


They did. not have even a 
Yet he 


“has been sent Home to represent this 


country and earry on propaganda to at- 
tract immigration. What is there against 
an Australian going Home in order to 
encourage immigrants? It seems to me 


that Australians are not supposed to be 


good enough. 
Mr. Gass.—We have no Australians at 


2 the head of the Government. 


Mr. RYAN.—That is so. 
ject to that in itself, but, while every one 
should have equal ornortunity here, we 


- should lave a Government in power actu- 
at d by Australian sentiment—a Govern- 


- stand for Australian interests. 


doyalty, 


ment which will place Australia and her 
interests firs . 

Mr. McGrata.—This Government pro- 
fess to give preference to returned 


- soldiers, but this man is not one. 


Mr. RYAN.—I am reminded that this 


‘man was eligible and did not go to the 


Front. There must be numbers of re- 
turned soldiers capable of carrying out 
the duties; and to appoint one would be 
consistent, at all events, with the policy 
of the Government, or what they allege 
to be their policy. It is quite possible for 
the Australian Government, quite consis- 


tent with carrying out our duty as a 


partner in the great British Empire, to 
If a mem- 
ber on this side of the House speaks of 
standing up for Australian interests, or 


against subordinating those interests, it is 
at once suggested that he is disloyal. 


I 
repudiate that suggestion; the truest 
not only to Australia, but to the 
Empire, lies in the Government not sub- 


-ordinating our interests to those of any 


_ other portion of the Empire. 


That, as 1 


: say, is the duty of the Government, and 
it is quite consistent with performing in 
-e me p detail our duty as a partner in the 


mpire. 

_I do not propose to speak much longer, 
stone I know that an arrangement has 
‘Been 3 made to take a vote, and I do not 


ioe {R shud SEN? 


T do not ob- 

































ek Ye monopolize t : 
be afforded to every member sp 
he so. desires. I intend to sup 103 
amendment moved by the ho 
member for Franklin. 
‘Sir Josepr Coox.—That tie 


Sie J OSEPH ‘Cook. 
overwhelming. 


Mr. RYAN.—I can op ee 


—Yes; com 


ment, Be ub bela hina is ae 
ness” in it. I do not suggest thé 
remark applies to the honorable me 
for Franklin himself, but, as to his: 
T think that the criticism is justifie 
is certainly justified by the speech 
honorable member for Grampian 
Jowett), who frankly admitted th 
does not wish to put out this Go 
ment,.and has no such intention. © 
Sir Josepx Coox.—And you know 
suppose, that that is the only thing tl i 
the Leader of the Country pany 4 
desire ? 


Mr; RYAN.—I know that! the 
able member for Grampians, an 
Country party, as a whole, do not w 
put out this Government, but the 
adopting a method of calling attent! 
the extravagance of the Governmen 


and unchallengeable — which - cert 
would outwardly appear to mean 


representative of Grp ie wh 
the high and honorable position of 
Leader, and that he should official 
the Girardi that there is no “ bu: 
in the motion. This isa lamentable 
of affairs. — 
“business ” in them—aunless there ee ; 
“punch” in them. What is the use 
“barking” without “biting?” I 
the Treasurer that I shall vote-to put thi 
Government out; I wish to remove th 
Government, Decause iL believe thei 


country. 
worse Government in power, 
there might be a better, even’ rea « 
honorable friends in the Corner, 2) 






























wae taht as £0 my ne Ur atda) the 
ve I believe that the rule of 


vty, that Wey nah to be 
irom office, and I shall take 


xr or not the consequences of this 
“may involve a general election. 


‘vupor.—Or a double dissolution. 


 RYAN.—A double dissolution 
be better still. It is a good thing 
be always prepared to meet our 
ters, the people, who are, fortunately, 
‘ : the Government and Parliament. I 


rT should have liked to refer, but 
ave been dealt with, more or less, 
dy by honorable members on both 
ides, and, therefore, I shall pass them by. 

y maaiter, Riwoven is worthy of com- 
ot i have heard no Chae al- 


‘x ee, was oid i in connexion with the 
rohases of Nauru and Ocean Islands. 


mggested an authority, which, over 
is eally no authority for the payment. 
We bave heard no explanation of how 


d | agreement ; and I should like an 
ation from the Treasurer, who 
_know the facts of the case. 
1, there should be an explanation in 
onnexion with the action in the High 
ourt against the Colonial Combing and 
inning Company, referred to by the 
onorable member for Hume (Mr. 
arker Moloney), and also in regard to 
; action for dot een against the 


oat by devious methods, and they 
. perone much spate os that 





I do not care: 


Then, 


country. 
conversions. 


turned to oppose the Government by 


every means at his disposal, has suddenly — 
staunch Na- — 
There are some actions that — 
words fail to describe, and words fail to — 


turned, and become a 


HAHA at: 


Pontd: the given to ye Hodes) man ere 
We have seen some sudden — 
The honorable member for 
Capricornia (Mr. Higgs), who was re- 


describe my view of this one; but it ig 


regrettable that we should have the spec- : 


tacle of the honorable member voting in 


order to keep in power a Government he 


was returned pledged to remove. It is a 
shocking state of affairs, which lowers our 


political morality in the estimation of the. 


public. 
been explained, and the other occurrences 
are apparently going on unnoticed. 


and can we wonder at it? 


I do not expect the amendment to be i 
so much can be gauged by the 


carried ; 
speeches made by our friends in the 
Corner. 
posal will have the salutary effect of 
“pulling up” the Government—keeping 
them a little closer to the 
line+and that the references to their de- 
vious methods will, in the not distant 


future, lead to a Pestnve tia of our credit ‘ 


for political morality. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta— 


Treasurer) {12.26]—I desire to make 


some reference to the attack on the 


honorable member for Capricornia (Mr. 
Higgs) which we have just heard. 
honorable member for West Sydney 
(Mr. Ryan) has attacked that honor- 
able member for daring to vote with the 
Government on the present occasion 


Mr. Tupor.—The honorable member for 
Capricornia was returned as an opponent 


of the Government—that is admitted. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I know some 
other gentlemen in the House, who were 
returned as Nationalists, but who are not. 
Nationalists now}; on the contrary, they 
have been trying their very best to dig- 


possess the Nationalist Government. 
Mr. Hirr.—Name them. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The Leader of 
the Country party (Mr. McWilliams) is 


one of them. 


Mr. Hir1.—He can answer for jinselee x 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I was about to — 
say that no doubt each honorable member . 


The > 


The Senate scandal has never 


All 


this must lower the status of. Parliament; 


I hope, however, that its pro-— 


“ straight 7 





» 


ne eorrect. 





action he takes. . 


Mr. We Mas, I say this to. 
"put you right? I was elected exactly in ~ 


the same way as were nearly all the coun- 
_ try representatives now sitting behind you. 
My candidature was indorsed by both the 
N ationalist party and the Country party. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—That is exactly 

eh ai I say. The honorable member was 
selected and run as a Nationalist. 

> Mr. McWuitiams.—That is quite im- 

I was indorsed by both parties, 

and my biggest opposition came from the 






man who finances the N ationalist Associa-. 


tion in Tasmania. 
- Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Let us get this 
Miter elear. Will the honorable ober 


say whether he was indorsed by the Coun-. 


ee party before or after he, had been 
ge as a Nationalist candidate? That 
a straight question. 
Ake Berr.—I would like to put you all 
“gight—there j is no Country party in Tas- 
-mania. 

‘Sir JOSEPH COOK.—There we are! 
a am uttering no complaint; I have no 
yight to. I say, again, that every honor- 
able member, no doubt, will answer to his 
 eonstituents, . When an honorable mem- 
| her makes an attack on another honorable 
member because he happens to have trans- 
_ ferred to this side of the House 

Mr. MoWirr1ams.—May I say that 
pauras the election campaign, and par- 
D tadilarly at Swansea, I said from the 
seg that if a Country party were 
formed when the House met I should 
be a member of it. 





Sir JOSEPH COOK.—That does not 


“epntrovert what I have said. 

‘Mr. McWirrrams.—Oh, yes, it does. 

‘Sir JOSEPH COOK. 2 "The honorable 
Cites was selected and ran as a 
National candidate. I am only mention- 
ing this because of the complaint about 
another honorable member who -has 
_ ehanged his place in this House. More- 
over, I,do not forget, either, that a 











_ ‘gteab many members joined the Labour. 
cf party after they had been unable to get 


“political preferment as members of their 


own party. 
Mr, McWit114ms.—It is oe re- 


ee ported that you did the same. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I ea, 
Boye 








wil eoouhe 4 sone ‘constitu ine for the . 


| Mr. Ryan.—lIt is very wrong of the 
wight honorable the Treasurer to 


ay cage aii of that ae ‘the $ Senate. 


ea 


























Bee JOSEPH Cook Chae 
referring to the honorable m 


grieved about the matter, iy 
Mr. Tupor.—Well, name 
bers you refer to. — 


The CHAIRMAN (Hon) 
Chanter).—Order! It is time 
sonalities, ceased. 1 ! 


you, Mr. ‘Chairman; at is 3 time. 
Mr. Mc Witntams. —For » mé 


eae ‘JOSEPH COOK. Bbc) R 
without a tittle of truth to supp 

Mr. McWuiritams, All thes« 
are like that. . 

Mr. LAVELLE, —But do you 
that the’ honorable course for 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—T “think 


pe it gioel ed pote say abo 


this deine: ie thd table, T was 
that one Nationalist member rep 
as many electors as six Labour 

up there. So much) for Be, c: 





the Labbue Gaverinent a 
members of Queensland. They 
ranged the electorates up the: 
failed to arrange the electora: 
Labour members pe ey the s 


again (as So erable members to 
terjecting. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. —Let 
get: back to the Budget, ¢ 7 
Mr. Gas. Ctek us Oe 

















udget : a ane we Ooronen, 1920) 


e CHAIRMAN. Gisreel tke hon: 


ee for . is oo out of 

























to these matters because [ am 
to do so. I have’ not introduced 
to the debate, but I say that for 
ver an honofable member does, so 
his party is concerned, his respon- 
y is to his constituents first and 
ost, and in the final sum of things. 
/ McWinr1ams.—Hear, hear! 


ir JOSEPH COOK.—That is the doc- 
thirty years. 


Friday, when the honorable ‘member 
Wide De , ree) attacked the 


igs in 


fy JOSEPH COOK.—I should just 
2 to refer to one remark made by the 
o rable member for Hume (Mr. Parker 


ir JOSEPH Cook. —Yes;':,; And. he 
to put it to the credit of the old- 
ensions scheme. Apparently, nothing 
ht about the Old-age Pensions Act 
Ever since honorable members op- 
posite have been out of office the whole 
Sravamen of their trouble is—“ What 
‘foolish legislation we passed when we 
in office!’’ These are somé of the 
8 we are hearing nowadays. No- 
ling is right about our legislation. The 
onorable member for West Sydney (Mr. 
Ryan) has condemned, root and branch, 
Wl that’ his party did while in office. 
And here, this morning, we are getting 

1@ «same old complaint about the 
Kt See unfair and inequitable Old- 





- 


Bde 


(1920-21). sro 


‘The CHATRMAN. Lider tT wget eae 


the honorable member for West Sydney 


te withdraw that statement. 

Mr. Ryan.—1 withdraw it, Mr. Chair- 
man, but I do not want’ to be misrepre- 
sented. | 

Mr. Lavenue.—You allowed the Trea- 
surer to say, about fifteen times, that the 
honorable member for Hume (Mr. Parker 
Moloney) was not telling the truth, and 


did not say anything. 


The CHAIRMAN.—Order!. Will tha! 
honorable member withdraw that. state- 
ment and apologize for insulting the 
Chair ? 

Mr. Lavenin.—Yes, I will withdraw it, 
Mr. Chairman, because I want to give my 
vote off the division to put the Govern: 
ment out. 


The CHAIRMAN. The ‘honorable: 
member must withdraw it uncon 
ditionally. ! 


Mr, Lavette.—I withdraw it uncon- 
ditionally, Mr. Chairman, 

Mr. Gass.—The Treasurer is trying fot 
get the honorable member for Calare out. 

‘The CHAIRMAN.—Order! Tf the. 
honorable member for Angas does not 
refrain from interjecting, I shall name 
him for disobedience to the Chair. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I should like 
now, as calmly as I can, to say a few 
words with regard to the complaints made 
by the honorable: member for Hume as 
to the alleged unfairness of the Old-age 
Pensions Act, which he suggests is both 
inequitable and oppressive in its incidence 
on. the old people. ? 

Mr. Parker Motonzy.—They are not 
the words I used, but rey are something 
to the same effet. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Well, is not 
this complaint a condemnation of legisla- 
tion passed by his party? They insisted 
upon placing it upon the statute-book in 
its present form. 

Mr. Parxer Mononzy.—But the cost of 
living has almost doubled since then. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The cost. of 
living has nothing to do with the matter 


\gtoralds 


Mr. PaRKER Motonzy.—Of course it 
has. 

Sir J OSEPH COOK. Neud I say i 
has not. The cost of governing the coun- 
try, as the hononable member showed @ 


little later im his speech, is now about 28 


per cent. more than it was in 1913-14, so 


_far as ordinary services are concerned, 








° ae Ghe | iviaee! poneeone: Sore, ae been 
increased by 50 per cent.; so the Act can- 
not be quite so monstrous as the honor- 


P able member alleges. I suggest that when 


we have all this denunciation from the 


‘ other side about legislation for which 


they were responsible, the only way in 


which we can safeguard the interests of 


the country is to keep such blunderers 


‘out of office. 


~ Mr. Parxer Moronry.—We intend to 


pnt you out, if we can. 


Sir JOSEPH. COOK.—I know; but 


I do not think you are going to do that, 


' I have been asked by the honorable mem- 


‘ber for West Sydney if I can give some 


information about the Nauru and Ocean 


_ Island business. 
‘about it, 
the question. 
to, pay this money. 
itupd it as drawn: 
“warrant 


keeps 
‘the hope; no doubt, 
to get a point somewhere, some time, in 
: ponhosion with it. 


But ‘he really knows all 
although he keeps repeating 
‘There has been authority 
He knows from what 
He knows that the 
Auditor-General has 
for it, but still he 
the same question, in 
that he 


of the 
obtained 
asking 


been — 


The. transaction is 


all as straightforward as it can be, so far 


as I know. We entered into an agree- 


“ment with Great Britain*and with New 


Zealand, and we were glad to do so. We 


“very well out of the business. 
stand they got some thousands of pounds 
£150,000, I think it was—out of it. 


believed we were getting an important 


concession for Australia when we under- 
took to purchase Nauru. ‘Since then 
Ocean Island has been generously placed 


‘in the pool by the Imperial Government, 


and the two together make an excellent 


business proposition. It is expected that 


this purchase will prove one of the best 
investments we have made, when proper 


commercial management is applied to it. 


Mr. Ryan.—I notice the directors did 
I under- 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I do not know 


about that, but I dare say they did. What 


I 


does the honorable member assume? 


_ suppose the honorable member would have 


| dispossessed them had he been in autho- 


“rity. What does he mean? 
_ directors of the company not do well? 
Does it necessarily follow that because a 
- man sells a property to a Government he 

must not do so well in a business sense 
ih as geen. he sells to a ary individual? 


ier ag 


Should the 


is going” 


i 


what the Prime Minister eres 





Mr. Ryay.— 


completed, the under 'S 
were able to give £150, 000 i 































it was a very good sale, ‘Dost | t 
Sir JOSEPH cook rete Ev 


Beh Governiientar ong 
Mr. Lave tun. “Like the wh at 
chase. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. ‘ae I 
able ‘member for West Sydney ‘war 
impugn the transaction, let mm 
his ground. . 
. Myr, Ryran.—_The Sens Min T ¢ 
gests that the late Treasurer (Mr. 
‘brought about a worse deal through in 
ference. What sort of a deal y¥ 
Prime Minister have made then 
that interference? ‘S 
‘Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I know n thi: 
about that matter at all. era! 
Mr? Ryran.—lIt is all in He ansar 


Mr. McWit11aMs And in the 
news, too. 7 ey 

Mr. Ganp.—tIt is a very awkward 1 
tion. i 


Sir JOSEPH OOOK. en | Pe 
awkward question at all. The I 
surer concluded this agreement whe 
was at Home. I have yet to learn 
did not do the best he Con in th 
cumstances. ni? 


not al 


vests— 


Sir JOSEPH 





honorable member only says that. 
honorable member for West 8 


of this kind if he can turn it. up. abs 
sure the late Treasurer did the bes 
wag possible to be done in connex ony 
that agreement. a, 


says he did not. is 
‘Sir JOSEPH COOK. Be honor 
member is merely repeating his statem 
I really heard him the first baat e] 
it. i. 
Mr, Pisvite ’ Moroney. iG ever mit 
The late Treasurer will deal with % 
Prime Minister on Wednesday. lg 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—And th 
bet you will all be happy. 
Parxur Motonzy. ri ie l 

reir ? igfieokively with the Prime M 























nions. What a fine idea this is of the 
ciple of autonomous government of 
fia ake Has any other Do- 


nd he is getting on when he suggests 
‘people in other parts of the British 


sent 


would have been a ees dine thing {6 
“if, after our soldiers had left for the 
t, we had gone cap in hand to the 
other Dominions and asked them to share 
our expenditure on our soldiers. It would 
have been dishonouring our soldiers if we 
ad asked Canada, South .Africa, and 
w Zealand, and the other Dominions of 
, British Empire to help us in that way. 


kind being done, because if we made any 
h proposition we would be degrad- 
Australia and insulting our soldiers. 

ur obligations are our own, and this 
ountry is big enough, rich enough, and, I 
ieye, loyal and faithful enough to the 
soldiers to stand’ up to all the obligations 
incurred on account of their going overseas 
to fight for its safety. In regard to con- 
ription, I dare to say now, after the war, 
through the want of conscription in 
es tens of thousanas of our sol- 


of | being at oe des. if every man 
on chad «oul nut under his proper 


eo would be no party to anything of the . 


; uae 20-20, 


Mes Brix piss yA the 


for opposing conscription. 
The CHAIRMAN .—Order! 


insist upon them doing so. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—When I was i 


France when the big fight was snocestan uA 
line was — 


and when the Hindenburg 
smashed, two Australian insulate: were 


out of the line, having been fought down — 


to a strength of 7,000 men each, who would 


have been helping their mates in the battle 


if there had been men in Australia who 


realized their duty. They had to be pulled | 


out, because they had fought themselves 
down to below the point of efficiency and 
strength. 

Mr. McGratu.—Did they not need a 
spell ¥ 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Of course; and ° 


their mates here should have been over 
there to spell them, 
them fight themselves into such a condi- 
tion. 

Mr. McGratu.—Yet they voted against 
conscription. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I repeat that 
thousands of our men would have been 
alive to-day if every citizen here had been 


instead of letting 


Berane sai 
member for Ballarat knows, their reason _ 


If honoetn 
able members will not voluntarily obey 
the order of the Chair, I shall have ai 


~ 


placed under his proper soldierly responsi- _ 


bility. 


Mr. PARKER Motronry.—lIs there not a 


statement in the Budget that Australia 
played a part equal to ‘the part played by 
any other country in the great war? 

Mr. 


part, , 
Sir J OSEPH COOK.— Australia did 
its duty. ay 


Mr. McGratu.—Without conscription. 

Mr. 
not do his duty. 

Mr. McoGratu.—lLet 


member speak for himself, 


MoGratu.—tIt played a greater 


Jackson._Every individual did | 


the honorable " 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The honeraied 


member for Ballarat did not encourage the 


individual to do his duty, did he? 


Mr. McGraru.—Yes, I did. But I did : 


not advocate conscription. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Let me reveu 
to the Budget. The statement has been 


made this morrfing that there has been 
an increase in the ordinary cost of ad- 


ministration during the war to the extent — 


of £11,000,000, and it is correct, if every- 
thing is taken trto the sum ; but the honor- 
able members who make the statement can % 


Budget 


Mealy see in the Estimates tie items which 
account for the increase. First of all, 
there is an increase of £68,000 in the cost 
of this Parliament, an increase on which 
honorable members have insisted. Then 
there is an increase of £145,000 in the 
Department of the Prime Minister. 
Department has been attacked by the 
Leader of the Country party (Mr. MceWil- 

liams) and the secretary of that party 
(Dr. Earle Page). Tt is alleged that the 
increase in the cost of the administration 
of this Department™is due to the fact that 
the Prime Minister has been taking hold 
-of the functions of nearly every other 
Department and concentrating them in 
his own. 

Mr. McWi.iiams.—Hear, hear! 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—It is not cor- 
rect. It is true that the Prime Minister 
has been dealing with sugar, but the com- 
-modity itself has paid the whole of the 
cost. of controlling it. The country has 
been asked to pay nothing by way of tax- 
ation to meet it. The same remarks 
apply to the control exercised in regard 
to wheat, wool, and metals, and in re- 
spect of every other big enterprise or 
activity controlled by the Department of 
the Prime Minister. Each enterprise 
has been made to pay for itself, and the 
cost of its control has not contributed 
towards the increase in the cost of ad- 
ministering the Department. 

Mr. McWitti1ams.—Does not the work 
entailed in the control of these com- 
modities increase tlhe cost of the De- 
partment ? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The cost of 
controlling them has been bay for out 
of the commodity. 

Mr. McWixiiams.—Not “in some cases. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—In nearly every 
case.. I propose to tell the honorable 
member what has occasioned the increase 
in the cost cf the administration of the 
Department of the Prime Minister. In 
the first place there appears in the Esti- 
mates this year an item of £10,000 for 
the cost of the inquiry into the Basic 
Wage. Another item is £37,700 for the 
cost of the visit of His Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales. Another new item 
is the amount of £4,008 for the relief 
of strikers during the maritime strike. 
Stull another new item is a sum_ of 
£15,000 for the League of Nations. 
There is an increase of 100 per cent. in 
! the cost of running the office of the 
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Public oe Cote 
having been increased this 
£10,000 to over £20,000. Fur 


has been increased by £18, 400. A 
~My. McWirttams, — That iter 


Dopatent of the Prime Minis 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I have ® 
learn where else a ‘subsidy for a m 
service for territories quite outside A 
tralia can be placed, except in ~ 
mates of the Department which et 
foreign affairs. There is increased 
penditure amounting to £15,000 i 
nexion with the Audit Office. J 
of auditing accounts has nearly 
during the war, and no one insi 
the pasos of. ail 04 more oie: 


do for this huge sum unless: he 
sidered it necessary. ; 

Mr. MoW. ILLIAMS, weet ae a 
expetiditure in the Department of 
Prime Minister. Such orp 
to be under the Treasurer, — in 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—But even i 
did appear in the estimates of the ’ 
surer’s Department, this additiona: 
penditure would not be avoided, 
a matter of fact, the Auditor. 
stands outside all ‘Departments an. 
in formal touch and communication ~ 
them through the Department of 
Prime Minister. The honorable m 
may argue that this or that 
should not be ate to the co: 
the Prime Minister, but even if it we 
removed to the control of another Mx 
ister the cost of administering 1G 
stall be the same. 

Mr. McWrii1ams.—That is | aoe 
because you are creating new 
whereas officials in other Depa 
could do the work. 

Me a. alan COCR te for 

r 


honorable sais a that eae. 
is controlled by the Minister for. 
and Territories (Mr. Poynton) ? 


Mr. McWinirams.—Then, who ; af 
the contracts for shipbuilding Ad 
America ? i 


“Sir JOSEPH COOK.—AN the 
the honorable member is off on to. 
thing else, but he ater not hop on 

























ment of the Prime Minister. 
oWittrams.—The right honor- 


ntrolled -by the Prime Minister, but 
ho made the eontracts? 


ir JOSEPH COOK.—The ‘honorable 
member certainly referred to shipbuilding 
nd T replied that it was a matter which 
10t controlled by the Department of 
eel Minister, and, as a matter of 
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“all iliese hace idtreases ” fo-which 
ares member has made te- 


Shtenect. on 
ry. bills. Altogether these items 
t to £130, 000, a. is more than 


“the Department as ese with 
rears ago. But what item is there 


“Would he cut out the expenditure 
‘ps in welcoming His cman High- 


as member acl yh Ney item of 
is eat the League of Nations ? 


Brith the sontapl and cost of the 
the Public Service Commissioner ? 
he knock out the subsidy for the 
"mail service instituted for the 
it e our ee in the islands ? Or 
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“with t th 


‘Mr, a ye wud IL would 


et 


_ contract. 
_ Sir JOSEPH COOK. —_Very ial), we 
. discuss that item when we reach ats 
d if the honorable member has 


welcome. ? 
Mr. ee —Why aga these items 


gentleman states that shipbuilding is 


interfere very materially with the Pacific 
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‘Sit JOSEPH COOK I am replying 


to an attack made by the Leader of the 


Country party. He launched an attack — 
upon the Department of the Prime Min- - 
ister for having increased its expenditure — 
excessively. Ts it unfair that [ should - 
make a reply? ) Hy 

Mr. McWr141a4mMs.—I think the reply 
is fair. JT am not objecting. 


sir JOSEPH COOK.—It is my place 


‘and my duty to give the Committee all the - 


information it requires. The more in- 


formation honorable members can get the 


better it will be for the control of the 
finances, and the less we shall hear of this 
controversy which is proceeding outside, 
and finds an echo in this chamber, and 
the claim that there has been roaring 
extravagance in all Departments. An- 
other Department which has been singled .. 
out as showing excessive costs is that of 
Home and Territories, in which there are 
two items which make up the increase this 
year. There is an item of £8,538, repre- 
senting the increase in the cost 
of the Meteorologist’s Department; but 
is a further and new item 
of £52,000 for the’ meteorological ° tele- 
grams “which are posted up and down 
the country. But this is merely a 
book entry. Formerly, the Post and 
Telegraph Department did this work for 
nothing, but it has always elaimed that it 
should be paid for it, and, in accordance | 
with a promise made by my predecessor 
(Mr. Watt) last year, that in all fairness 
the work: of transmitting these telegrams. 
should be credited to the Post Office, 
provision is made om these Hstimates to. 
do so, at the same time debiting the cost 
to the Department of Home and Terri- 
tories. 


Sitting sucbavided from 1 to 2.15 pm. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—When the House 
adjourned, I had already shown how the 
expenditure in the Prime Minister’s De- 
partment had increased during the war 
period. I was proceeding to deal with 
some, of the items in the Department of - 
Home and Territories, and had already 
mentioned one item of £52,000 for mete- 


> orological telegrams, which is not an im- 
any ” 
sa to throw upon it it will be very 


erease at all, as it is a mere bookkeeping 
entry. There is an increase of £58,000 
on account of immigration, and an ex- 
penditure of £6, 500 to be incurred in 
making arrangements for dealing with 
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take the census, which will cost £150,000. 


Passports under the Alien Restriction Act 
account for £5,000, and rent, furniture, 
&c., amount to ‘£14, 000, while interest 
on transferred property and other in- 
terest amounts to £22,000. In : these 
‘items alond there is an increase in the 
Home and Territories Department of 


over £300,000, and I challenge honorable 


‘members to point to any one of those 
* items which they can touch. It is time 
this general denunciation ceased, unless 
honorable members are prepared to come 
down to ‘‘ tin tacks.’’? I want to be shown 
where this money can be saved, and I 
do not want criticisms in the form of 
general statements, but, on these LEsti- 
mates. Honorable members have had an 
explanation, and I am quite prepared to 
“leave it to their good judgment. Take 
‘the Department of Works and Ra'lways. 
Expenditure there has increased during 
the war period, but why? There is one 
item alone of £280,000 a year on account 
- of the Kalgoorlie-Port Augusta Railway, 
which has only recently been completed. 
Interest, again, on that railway accounts 
for swelling the expenditure of the de- 
partmental estimates to the tune of 
£218,000 per annum. If we add to that 
the Railway Commissioner’s salary, 
(£2,000, there is roughly an increase of 
£500,000 in that Department alone. 
‘Can honorable members touch that? 
Are they going to repudiate their debts 
in order to make out a balance sheet? 
That is what it comes to. A statement 
was made this morning that the. increase 
on the general administration, as com- 
pared with 1913-14, shows an excess of 
£11,000,000. Let us see how it is made 
ape oT have already referred to £68,000 
extra for Parliament. I cannot touch 
that. | 

Mr. Bamrorp.—Justifiable expenditure, 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—In the Prime 
Miniter’ s Department there is an increase 
of £145,000, which I have already ex- 
plained, and in the Department of the 
_ Treasury an increase of £500,000 as com- 
pared with pre-war days. That is attri- 
butable solely to the increased cost 
of collecting taxation we have imposed. 
Where we once collected £2,000,000 a 
year we are now raising £20, 000,000 ; 
and, as I have already informed the 
Committee, the cost of collecting our taxa- 
tion is £1 18s. 9d. per cent. The cost of 
collecting Customs ae amounting to 
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the items that the Prime Minister 







































discussing economy. 

Mr.. McWi1urams. Thee i 
more expense incurred in collect 
tional Customs dues, | 


ing in. 
Sir JOSEPH coor. —There 
_ Mr. Grecory.—l will SecA t. 
is, 
Dr. EHaRLE Pace; Shove are the. 
number of taxpayers, at any rate. , 


Sir JOSEPH COOK,—The 
Department is collecting at the r 
£1 15s. 6d. per cent., and that is tl 


with extravagance. eins increase 
age pensions during the war 
amounted to £2,635,000. Can we 
that down? Almost every honorable 
ber is asking for an addition to the it 


Fain that is to ial a sirtlae réque 
Then there is the Department of Defen 

and the Department of the Navy whic! 
show an increase of £1,451,000. 1. 
say nothing about that, and hono 
members aes make up heie minds 


item in connexion with Air Sere 


over the last five years, and ther 
been an increase during that une 
lieve, of more than 100 per cent. 


Mr. McWI.uiams. Baa us 





able member for Flinders (Mr. E 
whether it costs more or less to hai 
large turnover. 
tion of the sugar pote: This i is 


the sugar that is: st baie haddlaaMl . 
taxpayers of this country not one 
piece. I have already tole 


eoorlie- Port Augusta railway. 
Mr. McWittrams everthing 
garden is just Oe | 



















































‘est ‘sae £500, 000 for “the 
nental railway alone. That is 
Pes aloured statement to make the 
Eek pereve but ai cold facts. 
Department 
n increase during ‘the war period 
eee. Does the Leader of the 
y party (Mr. ae propose 
ch h that? 





of the lot. 


}OSEPH. COOK.—-And so. say all 
- There is an increase during the 
J period of £582,000 for payments to 
6 States under the. Surplus Revenue 
ts pai) the honorable member for 
There is also an 


‘an crease. alte it appears as 
. There is an increase in works an 
lings of £2,348,000, and I do not 
any one is prepared to advocate a 
ction there. I do not mind consider- 
this matter very closely with those 
\do, and if a reduction is favoured I 
cut a number of theitems out. If they 
economy in new works and build- 
, I am prepared to consider it with 
m, and see if a reduction cannot be 
de. There is also the Oodnadatta rail- 
y loan, which covers an amount of 
000. "Those are the items, and I shall 
urther details later. 
egret I have not sufficient time to 
to one or two matters that were 
oned in the excellent speech of the 
‘honorable member for Flinders (Mr. 
Bruce) the other night. I weleome con- 
ae ons such as ie in discussing this 
m, and I venture to say that he 
he debate to its proper plane. 
re only one or two other items to 
shall Binds at the moment. First, 
i the Nauru Island expenditure of 
500,000. I have not been able to check 
‘statement made by the’ honorable 
' for Flinders that this came out 
mon in Great elena but I 





ut of such clige extinction v that it 
; called permanent. The same may 
of Australia House in London, 
pcre. ie tat for at pet 250 


years. Wik is Pees, on one of the ee 
sites in London, it is a solid asset, and 
one, I am sure, which canbe regarded as 
reproductive, 

Mr. Ricuarp’ Fosrrr.—It should be, 
but I do not think the Treasurer can ial 
it a 

Sir JOSEPH, COOK.—TI ‘do | ‘say he 
Even if it did not do more than ae 
‘stand there, it is worth the cena 
as an advertisement to Australia, | ° 

Mr. Ricnarp Fostrer.—lIt is a bad 
advertisement. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK. 
member has not seen it. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fostzer.—l hae head 
very serious statements made by those ees 
bave seen it. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK. They are com- 
plaining of other things. It is worth the. 
expenditure, even if its activities were 
reduced, It is an asset which is coveted by 
other Dominions. There is another item 
of £2,400,000 on account of soldiers’ trans- 
portation expenses,.and it has been said — 







that I have shown a lack of courage in - 


not taking the whole of that sum out of 
revenue. It has. been pointed out, 
quite. correctly, that it is divided 
roughtly in halves, one half coming 
out of revenue, and the other out 
of loan: The ‘explanation is simple. 
It is a loan item proper. I have fixed’ 
my loan’ commitments for the year to 
which I shall rigidly adhere. I want 
honorable members to recollect, that one 
of the governing features of the Budget 
is that there are to be no further loans 
this year on account of war obligations, 
Mr. Ricuarp Fostrer.—Or in regard 
to anything else? | 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Yes; there a 
the matter of the war gratuities tovbe 
dealt with next year; but, so'far as war 
loan obligations are concerned, there will 
be no further loans this financial year. 
That is one of the fundamental features 
of the Budget; and, after accounting for 
that, I had to take over into revenue all 
these other loan obligations. I very. 
much regret that I could only get half 
the amount to which I have referred: 
into my Budget. If I had put the other . 
half in, it would have involved some fur-— : 
ther taxation: ~but, on the whole; I have | 
made a very good beginning, I Ti thinks gees, 
Generally, so far as the debate nite 
gone, I make no complaint. I regret the — 
taking of this vote in this particular ey 
mt do not. think the amendment ou 


oh He honorable : . 


have been moved. It can Moat “to 
nothing. It:cannot help one straw in the 
elucidation of ‘the problems which con- 
front us. I shall welcome the fullest in- 
vestigation into the Estimates. I invite 


honorable members to concentrate their 


attention upon any item which may strike 
them, when I promise, further, that the 

st complete information ‘shall’ be 
forded. 


Mr. FOWLER (Perth) 3, 32].—I was 
surprised to learn this afternoon that an 
arrangement had been made to take at 
half-past 2 o’clock a division upon the 


amendment of the honorable member for 


“Franklin (Mr. McWilliams). I had no 


knowledge of any such arrangement. I 


have been busily engaged all the week on 


public duties outside of this Chamber, 
and the present moment presented itself 


as my sole opportunity of contributing to. 


the debate upon the Budget. I made a 
special effort to be here to proffer some 
remarks. It is hardly fair for honorable 
/ members; even though they be leaders of 
parties, to barter our privileges in this 
fashion. 

Consideration of the country’s finances 
is a very important feature’ of our 
duties. I do not know that my contri- 
bution to the gross wisdom of Parliament 
ean amount to much; still, I would fall 
short of my duty if I failed to take the 
opportunity to say something upon the 
present situation. There have been 
severa! occasions when I would have liked 
to speak upon matters, particularly of 
hational and international purport, 
when, however, I, with other honorable 
members, have been denied: the oppor: 
tunity. Looking all round, not only 


upon the Commonwealth, but on the 


world at large, one must realize that 
there is sufficient in the political and 


-Hnancial outlook to warrant more con- 


sideration of Australia’s prospects than 
has been given by this Parliament up to 
the present. “ 

Mr, McWixrutams.—This afternoon’s 
_ arrangements were made chiefly to suit 
the-convenience of honorable members 
who are going away, and more particu- 
larly that of members of the Finance 
Committee, who will be leaving for ‘Bris- 
bane. 

Mr. FOWLER.—I do not see how 
“members of the Public Accounts Com- 
_ mittee are being suited by closing the 


i 


: eagle 


























eae until the fal time of 
day, seeing that they are abou 
for Brisbane on public business, ani 
bably, they will not have ret 
time to, participate in any furt : 
sion of the Budget;.or upon the. 
specifically. . Rea ts 

Sir Josepn Coox.—I think: int he cn 


a ahi 


proceed for an hour. A 

Mr. ‘FOWLER.—I ander t 
there are other: members of the 
Committee. who wish to speak, 
may be still other honorable 
Tf; however, no. 


L shall sit Boe. 
Mr, Lavertite.—lL wish to spea 
the honorable member resumes 
I will address the Committee. 
Mr; FOWLER.—That being ‘so 
not tree my right =O" this” occas 


fhe Government, The Toad 
very fortunate on account of the; 
inflation of revenue at present; 
consideration should only have jus 
more caution than ever, because a 
siderable amount of that reven 
speedily disappear as the coun 
world \revert to normal con 
regret particularly that the 
tively small surplus—but still 
couraging one—is being mop] 
under the present proposals. An 
should have been made to carry t 
plus forward, as a kind of nes 
wards meeting the very large ob 
with which we shall be faced in 
future. | 
I cannot support. the amend 
the reason,.in particular, that 
orable member for Franklin | 
shown sufficient cause for the 
which he suggests. It is imposs 
me, and. I think for many othe: 
able members, to vote for the redv 
on the strength of the case submit 
the Leader of the Country party. 
drastic proposals would be nece 
couse could be exp 
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be and ought to be made. 





mimated by but one object 


e 


the disinterestedness of 


t protests. 





Flinders, how unsuitable 








that spot for the purpose of a Naval — 


rst place, there are so many 

from the Treasury chest that it 
impossible, in the course of a 
such as I propose to make, in 
specify all. But I want to re- 
e Committee and the country 
b, when this Government took office, 
yinted out what would undoubtedly 
with a gentleman like the Prime 
» (Mr. Hughes) in charge of our 
' There would be_ all sorts of 
1¢s launched, some of them sensible, 

me very unwise; but I held that 
would be nothing done in the di- 
on Of economy so long as the Right 
able W. M. Hughes remained at 
ead of any Government in Aus- ’ 
_ When the present Government 
fice I pressed the view that they 


mber has voted for the Government 


FOWLER.—I have not. When I~ 
out that fact, and indicated the 
ble: result; I was met by’ serious 
tions from many quarters con- 


8. However, we are faced to-day 
@ situation so grave as to have jus- 
all the apprehensions I have ever 
sed concerning the Government, 


1 we find that money is still being 


v far-fetched,. this Committee is 
bound to give the Budget pro- 
the closest possible supervision. 
ample, we have been paying for 
years for a scheme of rain-mak- 
experiment of a most ridicu- 
character, expenditure upon which 
only now been cut down after re- 
ad pro’ Then we find, also, 
quite recently assum amounting 
arly three-quarters of a million has 
thrown away upon a Naval Base 
icted in a place possessing no re- 
endations whatever for such an 
lishment. I was among those who 
ed out, from the inception of the 
was 


are, to my mind, the necessary ones. Those 
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Base. A large barracks was built at the 
head of a shallow gutter running up 
from the harbour, and that was to be 
the submarine head-quarters. The gut- — 
ter required dredging from the entrance 
to its head. It was only a few inches ~ 
deep, in some places, at high tide; while, 
when the tide was out, there were many 
acres which had no water over them at 
all. Again, it was easily assailable from — 








‘the ocean. A war-ship could stand out — 


a safe distance, and, with a few shells, © 
knock the whole place into “‘ smithe-_ 
reens.” Upon examining the reports of — 
those experts who came out from Eng- 
land to advise us regarding the fortif- 
cation of this country, one is amazed — 
that the Government should have had 
the temerity to spend money upon the © 
Flinders Base, because that site was 
suggested, at best, as suitable for only Bb 
temporary and,secondary base. Instead, — 
however, the bulk of the money 


‘devoted to Naval Base schemes has 


been spent on that impossible’ site. 
Upon the other hand important Naval 


“Constpnve.—-But the honorable “Bases, indicated as such by the most ex: 


pert opinion we have had. available— aay 
Bases like Cockburn Sound—have been — 
turned down by the Government. I do 
not suppose that the Minister for the 


Navy (Mr. Laird Smith) is really respon- : 


sible for this decision, but I would lke © 
to know who were the experts who recom= 
mended the Naval Base at Flinders. I 
have made many inquiries, but have not — 
been able to get the desired information. — 
These experts ought to be discovered, and” 
if they are still in the Service they 
should be kicked out. me 
Sir Jossrpx Coox.—I wish the honor-" 
able member would.help me to discover ~ 
them. J cannot find out who they are. + 
Mr. FOWLER.—The whole thing is 
wrapt in mistry. pas 
Tt is the duty of Ministers to’ 
find out who are responsible for 
these mistakes. I hope that work will — 
be continued on the important Naval Base 
on the coast of Western Australia, which — 
must undoubtedly be the principal Base 
in the Commonwealth, because it is the — 
front door to Europe.. The Naval Bases ye 


oh 


upon the west and east coast of Australi: 
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‘upon the southern coast, whilst necessary es 






in a subsidiary sense, from the poimt ot 
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. view of ane anid of the ount ‘of 
money expended upon them, should be 
relegated to the position which they were 
intended to occupy by our best naval ex- 
ponte. 
I wish now to give -the Govern- 
ment an indication of where I consider 
that a drastic reduction in the Estimates 
“may be made. It is in connexion with 
our Defence scheme. I know that some 
‘honorable members will be horrified at 
my suggestion, But nobody can accuse 
me of being anything in the nature of a 
pessimist. As a rule, the accusation 
levelled against me is one of a totally dif- 
ferent character. I am usually regarded 
overy much as a Jingo. I ‘claim, at any 
- Yate, that 1 have always stood up for the 
integrity of Australia and of the Empire. 
I will’see nothing done, if I can help it, 
which will imperil our interests ‘or, the 
larger interests of the Empire. But, 
having given the best attention of which 
Iam capable to the national relations of 
the Empire and Australia, I say, unhesi- 
tatingly, that I can see nothing 
the immediate or distant Horeee which 
will justify the forces that the Govern- 
“ment propose to establish. Eight years 
before the great war, I pointed out that 
such a struge ele was coming. More than 
ence I warned the Government of its ap- 
proaching imminence. But to-day I see 
‘nothing to justify a heavy expenditure 
upon Defence. It was Admiral Hender- 
_ son who gave us some years before the war 
a very large and expensive scheme of 
“naval defence. Upon his recent visit to 
_ Australia, however, he said nothing what- 
ever about that scheme. Upon the con- 
_ trary, he told us that our lines of safety 
“lay in three directions, namely, by increas- 
Ing our population by every means in our 
“ power, and particularly by means of im- 
“migration, by developing our mercantile 
“marine, and by fostering our rural re- 
_ sources by the construction of railways to 
convenient ports. No war scheme was 
even suggested by him. He realized, as 
‘anybody must do who considers the situa- 
_ tion carefully, that the future of this coun- 
try depends upon the fulfilment of the con- 
_ ditions which I have enumerated. The 
first and most vital of all of them is the 
eerpment of our population. Give us 
“more population, and we shall be safe. 
"But if we do not carry out an effective 
scheme of immigration, pone me taoly 
ies Mr. Fowler. 
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In the year aonetay preceding se 
Canada obtained 400,000 in 

from Great Britain, whereas we h 
getting them in driblets of a few de 
a time. I understand that the | 
ment have a comprehensive scheme 
migration in hand, and I ask t 
push on with it as speedily as pos ble 
order that immigrants may be se tt! 
upon the vacant spaces of this contu 
which are crying out for development. 
do not suggest that they should be 
to our cities to glut an bin 
crowded labour market. m | 
vacant spaces there is- ample room or 
of them. In this connexion we sho 


daries. I know the request will b 
that whatever money is expended up 
immigration scheme should be 
equally in all the States. That sugge 
ought not to be entertained for a me 
I'he money should be spent in those 
which will give the best results to 
tralia. Now the States which can of 
the best opportunities in regard to la 
settlement are undoubtedly Queensland © 
and Western Australia. It is im 0 

States that settlement may be promoted 7 
the best advantage. I trust, th for 
that the old idea of spending so mu 
money in each State upon any) giv 
scheme will be pana eee 





policy of Madcon is the’ ie eat 
of a bigger population. But 

is the enemy whom we are pre 
to withstand? ‘There is no p 
enemy in Europe. To-day Euro 
Sa prevent ae an Overy 


a possible enemy. 
have any need to apprehend ide , 
a Japan which is treated with th a 
spect that is due,to an ally. — 
continuance of the present . 


as the Leader of the; Commonw 
is certainly calculated to offend 
because is me higage which h 








































aT is that Dee, at ite Peace Con- 
Tam amazed to find that, de- 
: all the efforts which have heen 


. to disabuse the public mind 
that regard, the Prime Mainis- 
s still hailed as the saviour of 


pan. The White Australia policy 
s never been challenged by Japan, and 
$ never in danger until the Right 
fonorable William Morris Hughes en- 
ngered it by his attitude at the Peace 
mference. ‘There, he refused to enter- 
in a perfectly reasonable proposal. on 
part of Japan—not a proposal to 
nd immigrants into Australia, not a 
mand for impossible concessions, but 
erely a proposal that she should be ‘re- 
lheved of the obloquy of being regarded 
“as an inferior race. The members of 
a Peace Conference were assured again 
again that Japan did not intend to 
Interfere with the rights of self-govern- 
ment of any other nation. There is no 
ggestion in the proposal put forward 


> a Japan that she wishes free en- 
anee into any country. I. may 
' asked to remember what has 


ae in America; but the a 


the: Glued Somimiih a Mande un 
r years allowed Japanese immigration, 
especially into the western States. For 
‘a long time, the people of California en- 


a Besa to bone eh nae the 
sat commenced in earnest. Under 


to protect ie Veepebis of hep people: 
ho were allowed to enter America with- 
1b any stipulation whatever, or any 
itation of their freedom of action. We 


fring the position ae J apan io the 
world to-day. I am sure that Japan has 
quarrel with Australia, that she does 


eS “grants, and that she merely desires to be 
a placed upon terms of equality in her re- 
ations with her Allies. Therefore, the 


nd, 80 0 long as we do not gO out of our 


{} 
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We no 2 to Japanese a 


bi, 0 ly possible enemy of Australia is our 
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way to aarti gsi insult her.) Fone: 
that reason I see no‘justification at the — 
present time for a huge expenditure upon 
defence. ee 

If I am afforded an opportunity of — 
doing so, I shall move for a very con- 
siderable reduction in the Defence Esti- 
mates, largely because our Defence policy — 
is totally unjustified at the present time, — 
and because it is absolutely necessary that 
this large spending Department should 


be dene the control of a Minister in this 


Chamber. It is an anomaly that the De- 
partment should be controlled in another 
place. In view of the notorious failure 
of the Minister for Defence (Senator 
Pearce), who has been in charge of it so 
long, and of ‘his utter inability to resist 
the demands which are made upon him 
by his officers, the time has long since ar- 
tived when the control of the Depart- 
ment should be directly in this ‘House; 
and if I get an opportunity I shall un- 
doubtedly move in that direction. | 


Mr. LAVELLE (Calare) [2.59].—It is” 
not my intention to detain the Commit- 
tee very long, but I desire to make 
it clear that I propose to vote against 
the Government. I. shall support the 
amendment, because I recognise in it 
something quite different from what is 
discerned in it by the honorable member — 
for Bass (Mr. Jackson), who stated last 
evening that he could not see in it any 
motion of censure upon the Government. 
Whilst I confess that to move a reduc- 
tion of £1 in the Estimates as an instruc- 
tion to the Government that they must 
reduce the proposed expenditure by 
£1,000,000 is rather a peculiar pro- 
cedure, I want this significant fact to be. 
made perfectly plain to the people out-— 
side. Honorable members upon this side 
of the chamber are very desirous of seeing . 
the amendment carried, because it will 
mean the defeat of the Government and 
the advent of a new Government upon the 
Treasury bench. 

Mr. Consrprne.—We can fall in with 
the idea of the honorable member for 
Perth (Mr. Fowler) that we should” get 
a new Prime Minister. 

Mr. LAVELLE.—I. agree with the! 
honorable member for Perth as to the. 
need which exists for securing the 
services of a new Prime Minister. 
if have always voted against the Prime 


Budget 
Minister (Mr. Hughes) and his Govern- 
ment. Unlike the honorable member for 
Perth, I have never created the impression 
that I intended to vote the right honor- 
able gentleman out of office and then 
voted to keep him in office. ; 

Mr. Fowter.—I have not done that, 

‘Mr. LAVELLE.—I have ‘heard the 
honorable member attack the Govern- 
ment, and then record a vote to keep 
them in office. The Treasurer (Sir 
Joseph Cook) endeavoured to make capl- 
tal of the, fact that, although members 
on this side are finding fault with the 
Old-age Pensions Act, it was the Labour 
party that placed.that Act on the statute- 
book, and that it is, therefore, responsible 
for it. It is true that that humane piece of 
legislation adorns the statute-book because 
the Labour party put it there; but, since 
it was passed, certain defects have been 
discovered in it which should be reme- 
died, and. when we have an opportunity 
to amend the Act we shall make it far 
more beneficial to the pensioners whom 
it now assists, and bring many others 
within its scope. The Treasurer fails to 
_ take into consideration the fact that when 
the Act was passed 10s. would purchase 
more than’ £1 buys now. In his usual 
fashion, he has endeavoured to cloud the 
issue, and to place the blame on some one 
else. He would have it believed that he 
and his Government are the only people 
who would do anything for Australia. 

In looking through the Estimates, I 
see that the sum of £792,412 has keen 
expended in London during the past few 
years for the purchase of land and the 
erection of buildings for the. High Com- 
missioner’s Office, 

Sir Josrpa Coox.—More than that. 

Mr. LAVELLE.—That makes the case 
ali the worse. This year it is proposed 
to spend on the maintenance of the office 
£8,807 in salaries, £45,097 on contingen- 
cies, and £70 on miscellaneous expenses— 
a total of £53,974. Further, in the 
Loan Estimates £64,000 is put down for 
London offices, making the total expendi- 
ture in London this year £117,974. The 
people of Australia would like to know 
what they get for that huge expenditure. 
The visit of Commonwealth Ministers—I 
presume that of the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Hughes) and the Treasurer 
Cook)—cost us £11,841, and the visit of 
a Minister (Senator Pearce) to arrange 
for the demobilisation of the Australian 
Imperial Force cost £1,550. If the High 
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Commissioner is capable of d 

work, it should not be necessary to send” 

Ministers to England on holiday jaunts,” 
Mr. Poynron.—Wait until you car 


Mr. LAVELLE.—I do not want 
day trip at the expense of the peopl 
I shall never, in order to retain 
go back on the party which put me into; © 
the House. Time and again it was asked ~ 
in this Chamber whether Senator P uh 
was to visit England, and 1t was | 
that he was going, until eventually 
were booked for him, his wife, and chil-~ 
dren, and a large staff. We had at the 
time in England, attending to the de: 
mobilization of the Australian Tn 
Force, Lieutenant-General Sir 
Monash, a man much better fitt 
the work than any Minister cou 
Then this year Mr. Watt, the ex- 
surer, went to London. We were 
that £8,000,000 had to be ‘paid by 
Government to the Imperial Govern- 
ment, and that unless Mr. Watt 
post-haste to London to pay it, Australi: 
would be posted as a defaulter before the” 
eyes of the world. Mr. Watt was + 
on an allegedly important mission 
though there was the High Commissio 
in London to do anything that ne 
to be done. If the work of the Higt 
Commissioner’s Office is not going to be 
done better in the future than it has 
done in the past, we might as’ well) 
close that office. Although there are 

State Agents-General and the Con eee 
wealth High Commissioner, Ministers 4 @ aaah 
sent Home on a holiday jaunt whenever” ” 
there is any work of importance 1 be hh 
done. Senator E. J. Millen is now on his) >) 
way to the Geneva Conference, w 
according to the press, is not to be li 
Sir Joszepx Coox—You have 
understood the press statement.  “ 

Mr. LAVELLE.—To-day’s Age 

THE GENEVA CONFERENCE, 7 
Witt Nor Be Herp, | 7 
“Statement by Belgian Premier. 
Paris, 13th O¢ 

The Belgian Premier, M. Delacroix, — 
in an interview to-day that he believed h 
sueceeded in his negotiations with Mr, ha: 
George concerning Germany’s reparations. The 
Geneva Conference would not be held. © 

Sir Joseru Coox.—That refers on 
the discussion of reparations, = 

Mr. LAVELLE.--1 will suppose Uhas 
for once in his life she Treasurer has mad 
a correct statement, and that the Genev 
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@ 1 il Be hele) That does not 
rom the fact that if the High 
ner is capable of representing 
a he should Be Seag it at that 




































































be drawing his ‘salary, and the 
le of this country should not be 
ad. with — the continuance of ‘his 


ure.to which I intend to refer. 
payment of £10,000 im connexion 
ania Basic Wage Commission. The 
in an apparently convincing 
ate referring to this item, asked 
a one ope eee So far as 


% ne SM ena has the 
honorable gentleman is always 
‘ vine that ig no fault of mine. E 





1€ eo that no wages fixed. should ie 
S ee the basic wage recommended by 
Basic Wage Commission. The Go- 


ene said, in effect, that no mate 
std recommendation the Basic Wage 


‘item of 
5 S, Datestia 5 Rte bation to the 

ue of Nations. That reminds me 
/ when the Great War was being 
cht we were told that it was a war to 
he werld safe for Democracy, and 
war. The honorable member for 
son (Mr. Fleming) stated the other 
st it was all nonsense for any one 
ike that; but while the war was 
SS ‘those. who were gulling the 
| equently said that it was a war 
r. Later on, they said that the 
f Nations was to be a guarantee 
ace of, the world. “ In the words 
rime Minister. it was to bring 
the green fields of peace.” Now, 
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a 


f ~nearly £10,000,000 for the military and 
tae one or two items of past. 


thi one vas pies} is in ex: 








1 _(is90-20), is 
seat. and we are regtiod upon Mey rake 
a. contribution to its upkeep of £15,000 
ait find that it is absolutely impotent to. 
prevent wars in the future. And in spite — 
of the League of Nations, and all that 
has been done in the past to preserve the — 
peace of the world, Australia is to be — 
saddled this year with an expenditure of 













the Navy. If ‘the League of Nations ir 
going to insure peace——— 

Sir JosepH Coox.—Is the honorable 
member against the League of Nations? — 

Mr. LAVELLE. —J can tell the ae 
honorable gentleman that I am against — 
expending nearly. £10,000,000 of the 
- money of the people of Australia on de- 
fence. If he can point out to me that the 
League of Nations will do anything to 
preserve the peace of the world, or to 
give us a guarantee of peace in the fubunel) 

I shall be prepared to listen to him ee 
attentively. See 

Sir Joserpa Coox.—I could point out 
many things to the honorable member, _ 
but he would not understand them. | 

Mr. LAVELLE.—If the cen hel 
able gentleman is unable to make a state- 
ment that can be understood, the fault 
is not mine if I cannot understand him. wy a 

Another item of expenditure to which 
some reference might be made is one. 
of £20,000 to be lent to the Westralian — 
Farmers Association to jbuild silos. I 
suppose that some one will say that the 
man who opposes that item is not a 
friend to the farmers. 

Sir JosspH Coox-—The honorable ie 
member for Swan (Mr. Prowse), who: is, 
responsible for that, is present. | 

Mr. LAVELLE.—I see that he is. ie 
listened with attention when we were told _ 
that the Westralian Farmers Agrosmeay 
Bill was the Bill of the honorable mem- 
ber for Swan (Mr. Prowse), and that the © 
Butter Agreement Bill was the, Bill of 
another member of the Country party. 
This proves conclusively that there is a 
working arrangement between the ve 
tionalist party and the Country party, 
and that is the reason why we always — 
find members of the Country party com- . 
ing to the assistance of the Governmen i 
when they are in danger. . , 

Mr. Prowsm, — The Westralian Fare 
mers Agreement Bill embodies a sound in- — 
vestment.. yee as ‘ 

Mr. LAVELLE —A very sound — ae 
vestment, Bat af ne Chane n Farmers 














Leas plea 





ue Budget ‘ 


oe Grain Society, or whatever 
it is termed, goes broke, what will be-~ 
- ¢ome of the £20 000 to which I have re- 
ferred ? 


the Government have advanced money to 


I as that it will be saic that 


the States for the erection of silos to 


assist the man on the land, but that 


money was advanced to the State Go- 
- vernments, and we can be certain that it 
will be repaid. What I am referring to 
-is'an advance of £20,000 in support of 
: the Western Australian speculation. 


Mr. Lisrmr.—aAn advance of £500,000. 


Mr. LAVELLE. — I. believe that 


_ £500,000 is to be put into the venture of 
_ this private company, and, if. 
_ broke, the people of Australia will not get 
their money back. ‘These considerations 


it goes 


show that every time the Government 


are in danger the members of the Coun- 
_ try party will come to their assistance. 


I might ask why the Deputy Leader of 


‘the Country party (Mr. Jowett), who is 
‘supposed to have made a humorous 
speechilast night, isabsent from his place 


to-day. The honorable member for 


| Bourke (Mr. Anstey) said that, if the 
Government were likely to be im. any 
danger, the honorable member would dis- 


-ereetly retire from: the battle ground. 


Why is the honorable member absent to- 
day? 
ing arrangement between the two parties 
on the Government side? 


Is it not because there is a work- 


' Mr. Parxrer Motonzry.—Does the hon- 


erable member suggest that the honor- 


able member for Grampians (Mr. Jowett) 
will not be here when the vote is taken ? 


: shat at all. 


Mr, LAVELLE.—I do not suggest 


I say definitely that he will 


: not be here. 


Ma: Tupor.—What are the odds? 
“Mr. LAVELLE.—1 will bet ten to one 


| Ue the honorable gentleman will find, 


when the division on the amendment is 


taken, that the Government will be saved 


Wie Aiiae some of the members of the 


Country party will be absent without 
having secured. pairs, 


or some will be 


found voting with the Government. 


‘I have no desire to further take up the 


| Abgne of the Committee, and will reserve 


to myself the right, if the Governtm2nt 
do not try to rush the business through 





| with the gag, to criticise the various items 
of expenditure in detail when they ¢ are: 
ae Berea to us. 


1 
1 





Manecnon That the Sten be r 
£1 (Mr. McWrt1aMs’ amnendme 1 
The Committee divided. a 


4 a 
“Noes... 
Majority 
Anstey, F. 


Brennan, F. 


Considine, M. P. 


Cook, Robert 
Gabb, J. M. 
Gibson, W. G. 
Hill,’ W. C. 
Lavelle, Ds abe 
Mahon, H. 
Makin, N. J. O. 
Maloney, Dr, 
MeGrath, D. C. 


Atkinson, L. 
Bamford, F. W. 
Bayley, th 
Blundell, R. P. 
Bruce, S. M. 
Cameron, D. C. 
Cook, Sir Joseph 
Corser, E. B: C. 
Fleming, W. M. 
Foster, Richard 
Fowler, J. M. 
Francis, F. H. 
Greene, W. M. 
Groom, L. HE. 


McDonald, C. 
West, J. EH. 
Blakeley, A. 
Riley, E. 
Charlton, M: 
Cunningham, L. 
Lazzarini, H. P 
Mathews, J. 
Fenton, J. E. 
Nicholls, 8. R. 
Catts, J. H. 


Amendment 1 negatived. 
ESTIMATES, 1920- 1921. 1 


THE PARLIAMENT. 
Division 1 (Senate) ‘£8, 711. : 
Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) 


This division relates to salaries of 
of the Senate, and affords me ; 
opportunity to enter my protest: A 
the attitude taken up by a certain 
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McWilliams, 
Moloney, P 


|Page, Dr, E 


Page, J ames ¥ ” 
Prowse, J. H. 


Watkins, ‘De : : 
Noes. 7 


Higgs, w. « 
Hughes, © | 
Livingston, Js 
Mackay, G. H. 
Marks, W. 
Marr, C. W. € 
Poynton, Bie 
Rodgers, A. § 


, Smith, Laird 


! nna 
Burchell, R. J. 
Story, W. H. 


Bowens E. K. : 
Chapman, Aus 
Lamond, Heeto 
Lister, Bi, HH. v 


5 a D. Ss. ra 
Best, Sir Robert 


tor in refusing to supply honorable me 


_of ee ae of on Mic: 
















































ent. a is did fas we iad a 
Jommittee to inquire into the 
: It is absurd that there 
| be, in connexion with the Parlia- 
ive different Departments. We all 


anbtiate presence of his ‘‘ boss,’’ 
a the best chance of advancement, and 
in the five Departments of the Parliament 
ye 2 omotions are much more rapid than in 

| ther branches of the Public Service 


Senate (Senator 
a ms — may employ any one he 
pleases, and Parliament is power- 
/ to interfere. If the Committee 
any idea of fair play, and any desire 
‘economy, it should not allow him to 
e such a he Where the offices 
of President and Speaker are occupied by 
entlemen, even a bad system of regula- 
tion will run smoothly, Such regulations, 
irly administered, may often prove 
er than the best set of laws that are 
dly administered. This is the most 
' contemptible sweating institution in any 
part of the Public Service. We pay the 
blic Service Commissioner—a man of 
gh intelligence—a high salary, and I 
rould yote. to-morrow. to place every 
er of the Parliament under his con- 
‘Ihave no complaint to make of the 


son) exercises his authority over the 
f this House, nor have I any com- 
to. make of the officials of the 
I strongly resent, however, what 
nas been done in another place. My 


ree with me that that Committee is 
y a farce, since it has no power to 
+a recommendation in reference to the 
on or salaries of the Library staff. 
aly be that we are on the On of a 


of his fellow men. Lately, how- 
_he seems to love only those who are 
st | aid in the building. ‘Some of our 


Anions: have a right by 
: ‘The | secretary of the Lift Attend- 


in which Mr. Speaker (Sir Elliot 


‘Members of the Library Committee 


a hough, was pre-eminently a. 


be to de-. 
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the Boia was telling an untruth alge 


he said that all the officers in this Par 
liament were being paid the full rates to — 
which they were entitled. I do not know | 
that there is any such case at the present, 
moment, but as long as I live I will re- 
sent the ‘attitude of this dictator in regard _ 
to one married man, with children, who © 
received only £2 14s. per week. Ge be- — 
came ill, and was absent from his duties — 
in order to rest himself, and, having a 
family to support, he could not pay for 
medical advice. One officer—I do not 
know whether it was Mr. Monahan or | 
Mr. Broinowski+—cautioned this unfortu- 
nate man that if he did not resume duty 
he might lose his position. He returned 
to work when he was still unfit, caught a 
chill, and died, and his widow. and chil- 
dren have received nothing but the sum 
of money that was collected amongst the 
fellow-officers of the deceased. Another 
man was fined £2 because Mr. Broinowski 
said that he had insulted him. I believe 
that was a lie, and if a Select Committee 
is appointed I am prepared to produce a 
sworn declaration to that effect. | 


Sir Josepn Coox.—All these tatters 
relate to the Senate, which this House 
does not control. 


Dr. MALONEY.—Ié is against what 


thas taken place in the Senate Department _ 


that I am protesting. Another young 
man was compelled to be inoculated with | 
influenza serum, and, having regard to 
the fact that the President of the Senate, 

when he was inoculated with filth, nearly 
lost his life in the Sydney Quarantine 
Station, one would think that he would 
have more compassion for a man who has 
an injured arm as a result of the inoou- 
lation. | eit 


Sir JoserpH Coox.—I am loath to rise | 
to a point of order; but I do not think 
the honorable eibas should be attack- i) 


‘ing the President of the Senate. 


Dr. MALONEY.—This is the only op 
portunity I shall have. 


Sir JosepH Coox.—These remarks: are 
quite out of order. The rule and tradi- 
tion of centuries is that the members of — 
one Chamber should not attack the mem. 
bers of the other Chamber. We shall _ 
have every opportunity to discuss the 
Estimates for the House of Representa- ae 
tives. 4 


ibe. ACL OMEN ot shall “nol she able 
to deal ae these matters then. pe ate 









ah apt esve! 





Sir Joszpx Coox.—We have no more 
right to attack the officers of the Senate 
than members of the Senate have to at- 
tack our officers, 


Mr. Watxtns.—The Coumnittest: is NOW 
dealing with the Estimates for the Senate 
and its officers. Certain members of this 
- House are supposed to have an oppor- 
tunity of attending meetings of a Joint 
- House Committee. 

Sir Joszpx Coox.—We have no right 
to single out for personal criticism even 
a private member of another place. 

- Mr. Warxkins.—I claim that when the 
' Kstimates for the Senate are under con- 
sideration honorable members are quite 
In order in discussing everything that is 
(Felevant to those Estimates. 


Dr. MALONEY.—In the State Parlia- 
ment, the Legislative Council occupies a 
position corresponding to that of the 
‘Senate in this Legislature, and I can 
_ prove by reference to the Victorian Han- 
sard that the Legislative Council has been 
under severe criticism at times in the 
Legislative Assembly. 


Pe hoe) CHATRMAN ’ (Hon: J.) M. 
Chanter) .—The Treasurer has raised the 
point of order that it is unusual and im- 
proper to refer to the President of an- 
_ other place. Whether such references are 
correct or otherwise, this Chamber has to 
_ deal with the Estimates of salaries and 
‘expenditure for the Senate. The vote for 
the President himself has been agreed 
to, and the whole of the general expenses 
of the Senate are now before the Com- 
“mittee. Whilst I have no desire to re- 
strict honorable members in their re- 
marks, I ask the honorable member for 
PMelbourte (Dr. Maloney) to have regard 
- to parliamentary usage, and employ re- 
spectful language in his references to a 
bo ascbeag of another place. 


Dr. MALONEY.—I think you, 
ae given a just decision. When every y/ 
member of this Parliament has person 
ally benefited by an increase of salaries, 
_% is only fair that we should look after 
“those who are struggling along in the 
lower-paid positions. Owing to the action 
of a particular gentleman—there can be 
no objection to my calling him that— 
' Some men in the building are not getting 
a fair show. Although one man has been 
fined for having insulted an officer, I am 
prepared to produce.sworn evidence that 
ne YS esengtimaciad ra bat Mr. Broinowski 





‘was wrong. I also draw a : 


Hughes), 


~ who, 


tions they do not 


sir, | 


anne about it. i het 



































idiocy of having five separate 
ments in this building. Do ) 
altogether number 1002 Accor ir 
the Estimates, the number in thi 
Department is sixteen. When I ; 
for certain information regardinj 
wages paid to officers and men- 
meet in this building almost every 
of my life, I am told that I cannot 
that” information because a e 
gentleman will not — allow 
have it. The Prime Minister 

to. his  eredit, t 
my request, and showed 
pathy with it. But he, too, is hel 
Is this a sign of the autocratic OV 
ment of the past? 3 


Mr. dan poe — NO, 16 is a “Si 


occurred ‘in another place asin 
then they will see that gentleman 
light I am indicating here. 
thought it necessary to increase 
salaries, surely we can look after 
if they were in outside Bie } 
ment, would be drawing. bigger 1 
than they are drawing here. 


Mr. Pornron.—Do you not th A 
that’ applies to some of those. at 
too ? 


Dr. MALONEY .—We have . 
fine officers, and we have some w. 
not quite so fine. The honorable me 
ber will agree with me that on 
officers are appointed to permane: ib 
have to face 
ereators, like he and I have to 
least once in every three years. I 
glad the Prime Minister has co 
because I wish to remind him | 0 
request I made Bi fone in ( 





was apne wits my endeavo 
assisted me as far as he could. 


from obtaining it, as regards the { 
by the dogmatic, _ dog-in-the- 
action of a certain gentleman. T a 
allowed to use the word “‘ gentlem: 


Sir Josnpn Coox.—When > yo 
said and done everything you 
do and say, the Government ca 





ORs o the Paeiten of ir eee ce 
er of any single gentleman, such as 
one 1 have mentioned. 

r JosrpH Coox.—I think not. 

r. MALONEY.—Then it is time we 
‘action, even if we have to wipe out 
whole blooming Senate. What an 
rd idea it is that two men should 
inate the Parliament! Is the ap- 
intment of Sessional Committees merely 
a fool game? It is ridiculous to appoint 
l ommittees if they have no power. I 
We ‘member of the Library Committee, 
d so is the honorable member for 
bertson (Mr. Fleming). I am not 
“going to submit quietly to the present 
state of affairs. If any member of that 
Comm ommittee moves for a Committee of 

‘inquiry, I shall welcome the motion, and 
e for it. 
Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [3.45].— 
wish to make a complaint as well as a 
rsonal explanation. It was agreed be- 

een the parties that we should take 
. division at 2.30. Then the division was 
stponed until 3.30. I thought that 
Pestent would be kept by all par- 
, and, at the request of our party, I 
ent ‘into. the Speaker’s room to dis- 
‘euss with him certain arrangements af- 
fecting us. The division was taken at 
an earlier hour than had been arranged, 
- and I did not hear the bells. 

Pe, Tupor.—Did not the bells ring 
n the Speaker’s room ? 
“Mr. GREGORY .—No. 
"many members on the Opposition side 
_ ‘who make speeches and then dodge the 

responsibility of voting; I do not. 
Mr. Lave iz..—Your leader knew be- 
fore 3 o'clock that the division would be 


fades: 





There may be 


taken at 3.20. 
"> Mr, GREGORY. — The honorable 
, es should not make statements 


that really are untrue. 

> Mr. Laverrz.—Do not tell me that J 

am making untrue statements here or 
tywhere else, or I will screw your neck. 

"Phe CHAIRMAN eeon 329) MM. 

Chanter)—Order! Will the honorable 

ember withdraw and apologize! 

_ Mr. Laverte.—Must I withdraw when 

hes 2 man tells me I am making an untrue 
statement, aoe that my statement is 


} f . Ki 
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The CHAIRMAN. — If honorable 
members, by their constant conversa- 
tions and interjections, will not allow the 
Chairman to hear what is said, they 
have themselves to blame. If I had heard 
the honorable member for Dampier (Mr. 
Gregory) attribute an untruth to the 
honorable member for Calare (Mr. 
Lavelle), I should immediately have 
called him.to order. If the honorable 
member for Dampier did make that 


statement [ ask him to withdraw it, and . 


I ask the honorable member for Calare, 
also, to withdraw what he said. 

Mr. Lavzetyte.—I withdraw my state- 
ment, and also express my regret that 
you could hear what I said, but could 
not hear what was said over there. | 

The CHAIRMAN.-~-Order! I ask 
the honorable member to withdraw that 
remark, and mot to try to eome into di- 
rect conflict with the Chair. I have no 
desire for a conflict, but I will do my 
duty. I ask the honorable member to 
withdraw unconditionally. 

Mr, Lavette.—I was only expressing 
regret that you did not hear all that 
was said. It is not fair of you to ask 
me to withdraw my expression of regret 
for something about which I was 
genuinely sorry. 

The CHAIRMAN.—The honorable 
mempber’s remark was a direct inference 
that I was favoring another honorable 
member as against him. 

Mr. Lave.tte.—Then I withdraw the 
remark. 

Mr. GREGORY .—I also withdraw my 
statement. IL simply meant that what 
the honorable member said was inaccu- 
rate, because the leader of our party — 
had given us to understand distinctly 
that the division would be taken at 3.30. 
I was in the Speaker’s room discussing . 
matters with him, and had not the re- 
motest idea that the division was being 
taken. I came out close on 3.30, and 
found that the division had taken place. 

Mr. Parker Motoney.—Did not the 
bells ring in the Speaker’s room? 

Mr. GREGORY.—I have already 
said that they did not, Surely honor- 
able members will take my word, My 
complaint is that the first arrangement 
was to take the division at 2.30, and the 
next to take it at 3.30, and then, at the 
request of my leader, the honorable 
member for Franklin (Mr. McWilliams), 
I went into the Speaker’s room to dis- 
cuss a certain matter with the Speaker. 








[wish to emphasize the fact that my 
absence was: absolutely unintentional, I. 


do not know whether the Treasurer can 

- tell us, but I should like to know if any 

of the various Committees: appointed: by 

this: House have any control over the ap- 

_ portioning of rooms, and so forth, for the 

use of members. Has the House any say 
or contro] in such matters? 


Mr. LAVELLE (Calare) [3.50].—By 
' way of personal explanation, I wish to 
say that my statement in regard to the 
_ time when it was arranged: the division 
would be taken is quite true; and, fur- 
’ ther; that I was not a party to the agree- 
: ment to take it at half-past 2. On the 
_ contrary, I said L would’ reserve to miy- 
self the right to'speak before the vote was 
>) been, and that. I intended to speak, 
| whether the division was taken: at half- 
past 2 or afterwards. In justice to the 
honorable’ member for Perth (Mr: 
. Fowler), I ought to say that he came and 
asked if I proposed to speak, and I told 
tim that I intended to do so if no one 
else did. The honorable member then 
said that he also would speak. TI said 
that I would conclude in time to enable 
the vote to be taken at half-past 3, so as 
to. enable honorable members to catch 
their trains, and that if the honorable 
member for Perth finished at 3 o’clock, I 
would not occupy more than twenty 
- minutes, I 
charge made by the honorable member 
for Dance that my statement was) in- 
correct. If it was not convenient for the 
_ honorable member to take part in the 
' division, that is his “funeral.” 


Mr. McWILLIAMS' (Franklin) [3.53]. 

_ —What the honorable member for 
_ Dampier (Mr. Gregory) has said is quite 
_ correct. He went into. Mr. Speaker’s 
room at the request. of the members of 
the Country party, to diseuss the pro- 


visions of some accommodation for that 


_ party. When. he left the Chamber the 
| distinct understanding was that the divi- 
‘sion would: be taken at half-past 3. 

- Mr. Laverre—With whom was that 
. understanding? 

i Mr. MocWILGIAMS:—-It ° was. an 
understanding amongst the leaders of all 
i “parties. 

_ Mr. Tupor.—This is the’ first time I. 
have heard of half-past 3 as the hour. | 








say this in. reply to the 


















































able a eri ae Dalley. a Mak 
who was acting as Whip— 
venience of all parties: The 1 
ment was for half-past.2 0’ Bees 
was altered to 3! o'clock; and; 1 
to half-past 3° o’clock. i 
Mr: Brennan.—Is it a fay 
Speaker will not give the Co 
a room ? 
Mr. McWILLIAMS.—Yes.’ © 
the division. bells would ri o 
Speaker’s room. = +. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [3. BB 


inthe that the divine 
arranged for half-past* 2 o’¢ 
Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook). 
his remarks. shortly after that 
then the honorable member f 
(Mr. Fowler) rose. I knew th 


desired to speak, and ndiieaa a. 
the arrangement hadi been broken: 
the right to-do so, (I never knew 
subsequent arrangement. When t 
sion was not taken. at rer 


ma 
However, when the ria membe 
Galare told me that he would ocel 


about oe minutes, I brow 


in some: Uae Ww ay. 
Proposed vote agreed to) 
Progress: reported. ¢ 





I desire to nae noreaa 
that I have received, through 
leney the Governor-General, 
ing: further interim report. fro: 
mina which. is: inquiri 









3 in the wage rates. Tt is as 
‘Commissioners recommend, pending 
add ‘inquiry and final report for sales 
Commonwealth, the ane inerenses 


Y ON bien einai bel mines, 33, per he 
meensland coal mines, Ipswich and Bun- 
Ona district, 2s. 9d. per ton. 


rrum district, bs. per ton. - 
C one caenriat, 2s. 3d. ae ton. 


ded. ead: an i ease of Queensland 
there the proprietor of a coal mine is 
id to deliver coal at a distance from pit- 
os and ito pay railways age thereon, 


Gf any, poety ha OMe ids eine 
ember, 1920, or that aed ney nee 


a as set out in the press, can of 
king the matter over. When we get 
afin report it may be discussed. 


spa (Yarra) [4 2. at should 
















MALONEY Mele} [4. 3]. —I 
© it is right I should bring under 
tice of the House ihe case of that 


ae oak to Mire. Ronald which 

-made by Mrs. R. Harper. You are well 
lat the promise made by Mr. Harper, 
is quite voluntary, was only prevented 
ng carried out by his death. The 
rs eould not legally do anything in the 
zr, but Mrs. Harper and her family re- 


ed by paying Mrs. Ronald £1 per week 
ring her life. There is no ground for your 
statement that this was to ‘be during Mrs. 
: *s life only. Our clients feel that you 
one them a grave injustice, and we must 
you to withdraw «a statement which was 
utely untrue. 


icitor I interviewed informed me 
nite tacked even the Sonata 





to carry out the intention of the de-- 





jets He ey pas ke 
1 igen eae Cea 


Adjournment, i 5119 % i 



















other people. 
this firm, but, 
letter in the ‘following terms to J. MY 
Campbell, or A. E. Davies, whoever? 
wrote to me:— 


Sir,—Yours of 12th received. I have no re- 
spect for any one connected with that awful 
case of perjury and conspiracy (Ronald vy. 
Harper). If Mrs. 
the daughter of a good man (God rest him), 
writes me that any statement made by me is 
wrong, I will gladly accept it. 

I have been informed that the money 
paid to those conspirators and perjurers 
who hed in the witness-box came from 
that office, and so I shall never write to — 
that firm or recognise one of them. I am 
sorry that out of the rich man’s wealth 
something could not be done for the man 
who was so terribly wronged: 


Mr, LAVELLE (Calare) [44].—I 


merely wish to draw your attention, Mr. — 


Speaker, to the fact that it has been — 
stated that the bells did not ring in the 
Speaker’s room prior to the division 
which was taken this afternoon, and that 
one honorable member excised his 
absence from the division on that ac- 
count. As probably you may not be 
aware of what took place, I thought it 
only right that you should be informed. 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot 


Johnson ).—There is no division bell in 


the Speaker’s room, but there is one in 


the vicinity, and I distinctly heard it 


ringing. 


Question resolved in the affirmative, 
House adjourned at 4.5 p.m. 





House of Representatives. 
Tuesday, 19 October, 1920. 
Mr, Speaker (Hon. Sir Elliot Johnson ) 


took the 
prayers. 


AUSTRALIAN SOFT WOODS: 


‘PAPER PULP. cS 
Dr. EARLE PAGE asked the Ministe: 4 ‘ 


for Trade and Customs— 


1. Whether it is a fact that exhaustive in. gun | 
vestigations of the extensive softwood scrubs — 


‘o£ the Clarence Valley, New South Wales. 


immediately adjacent to the proposed Gorg wate 


Hydro-electric Development, have been con’. 


‘ducted by the Technological Museum in > New ae 


South Wate ? 


I do not care to write toe | 
if I did, I would writea’ 


Harper, that dear lady, ine 


chair at 3 p.m., and reac 





Hy 


2. Do these laboratory i alGealions ae 
strate that these softwoods resemble closely 


the American timbers in the production of 


Ni ih paper pulp in length of fibre and general 


microscopic characters? - 
3. Will he make available the results of 


these investigations? 


4. li favorable, in view of the fact that the 
whole Australian paper supply could he 
drawn from this area, will he secure a prac- 
tical test of suitability of these timbers for 
paper-making? 


Mr. GREENE. Magan is being made 


- with a view to obtaining the information 
‘sought. 


BONUS FOR OIL DISCOVERY. 
Dr. EARLE PAGE (for Mr. Grecory) 


asked the Prime Minister, won notice— 


Whether, in connexion with the Government’s 


offer of a bonus for the discovery of payable 


oil in Australia, he will have a regulation or 
Ordinance dealing with the same gazetited, so 
that the claim for such bonus, wholly or in 
part, made by a prospector or an original dis- 
coverer of an oil-bearing area may receive 


"consideration. 
gir JOSEPH COOK (for Mr. 
Huenes).—Full particulars as -to the 


conditions governing the payment of the 
reward of £50,000 for the discovery of 
petroleum oil in commercial quantities in 
Australia have already been published 
in the issues of the Commonwealth. 
Gazette of the 2nd January and 23rd 


_ September, 1920. 


POSTMASTER-GENERAL’S 
DEPARTMENT. 
_ Linesmen, Soutna AvsTRALIA, 
Mr. MAKIN asked the Postmaster- 
General, upon notice— 


1. Whether linesmen employed in the service 
of the Postal Department. in South Australia 


during the period of the recent war were re- 


ment, 
gion to enlist for active service during the 


fused permission to enlist’ for active service? 


2. Whether, concerning examinations for pro- 
motions, the Department is prepared to give 


the same consideration to such employees who 


were refused: permission to enlist as to re- 


turned soldiers? 


Mr. WISE.—The answers to the hon- 


arable member’s questions are as follow :— / 


1. The Deputy Postmaster-General, Adelaide, 


advises that there is no record ci linemen em- 


ployed in the Postmaster-General’s Depart- 
South Australia, being refused permis- 


period of the recent war. 
2. The Public Service Commissioner, within 


“whose province this matter lies, advises that, 

' 4£ the honorable member will state the ex- 

_ aminations he refers to, and the nature of the 

_ weonsideration he desires extended, a reply will 
he. furnished. 


Pan State Gveea rien as 
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‘HINDMARSH TELEPH YN 
SUBSCRIBERS. 


Mr. MAKIN asked the Post 
General, upon notice— 3 


1. Whether . the telephone subscribers 
district of Hindmarsh, which is 3 mi 
tant from the Central ‘Exchange, 

ere required to pay £6 per year annual 
rior to the increased telephone charges, 
subscribers in the districts of Glenelg 
Brighton, 64 and 92 miles distant fr 
laide respectively, were only require 
£4 per year annual rental? i 

2. If so, will the Government B 





district by the installation of a loval tel 
and thus afford an equalization of t 
rental rates? aes 


Mr. WISE.—Inquiries are ‘pelea 
and replies will be furnished as ea: 
possible. 


Mr. GABB asked the Prine ‘Min 
upon notice— 


of Australia are rendered in the Be 
the various States? ea 
2.. If so, as he stated, that Austr 
developed 2 national consciousness in- the | 
war, will ii consider the advisability of 
body being appointed to decide upon o 
tinetly Australian national song, so that 
may be uniformity in the schools os : 
in this matter? 


Sirf JOSEPH Oe 
HuGHES)— , 

1. The Prime Minister is unaware, 

2. See answer to Ne 4 : 


Mr. MARR (for Mr. Maney as 
Treasurer, wpon notice— 


1. What arrangements, if any, 


to” the: & 
of State loans from Federal income — 

2. If so, (a) what State comes unde 
exemption; (0) what was the nature | 
arrangement with the New South W: 
vernment as to the exemption of the pi 
New South Walés loan from Federal im 
tax, the date of such arrangement, a 
was the Federal Minister who agreed 


Pesccal income tax. Thang seems 
some doubt as to the legal position 
matter; but up ts the: 1 De 






































MAKIN Aes the Prine Min- 
upon notice— 


Vhether the Government is in receipt of 
ial reports or communications concerning 
andonment of the Geneva Conierence? 
is the Government any knowledge 
ing the reported statement of the Pre- 
ier of Belgium that the Geneva Conference 
“not be held, and that he believed success- 


a . so, is it the intention of Ae Govern- 
, #0 recall Senator Millen, who is. at 
mt proceeding to Geneva to attend the 
po eped Conference? 


ng ‘Senator Millen, what will now con- 
5 De the mission abroad of Senator Millen? 


the League of Nations to be held at 

eva, on 15th November, 1920, has 
‘abandoned. It would appear that 
Conference to which the Premier 
Belgium is reported to have referred is 
quite distinct from the Assembly of 
pores: of Nations... 


RETURNED SOLDIERS. 

_  Rerusat or Loan. 

. RODGERS.—On the 19th August, 
Rontedble member for Lilley (Mr. 
kay) asked the following ques- 


hether the Minister is aware that re- 
soldier applicants who desire to pur- 
r improve tand of freehold tenure have 


fused a loan by the Soldiers’ Land 
ment Board in Queensland? 
ill the Minister endeavour to induce 


¢ Government of Queensland to adopt a 
re generous policy with regard to soldier 
tilers who disapprove of leasehold 
‘and are debarred from the privileges 


nable in other States of the Common- 


Q tee Government in reference 
» the matter, and I am now in a posi- 
on to pee the further following 


on must be approved by Land 
aati Committee! of Queensland War 





ap ki 


Council. Applicants must (1) possess 
practical experience; 


trict or have lived in the district and have — 


relatives or friends where land 
situated; (3) no advance shall exceed 
75 per cent. of approved valuation of 


holding and improvements, if any, and 
stock, 1mplements, machinery, plant, and 
fruit trees, 
Maximum shall exceed 


advance not 


if any, thereon, exclusive of | 
such stock, implements, machinery, plant, 
and fruit trees; and as to £575 balance 
of said maximum amount, no such ad- 
vanee shall exceed rate of 15s. in £1] of - 
fair estimated value of holding and im- 
provements, if any, thereon, exclusive vf — 
such stock, implements, machinery, plant, 
and fruit. trees.’ Ee, 


provements 


NORTHERN TERRITORY. 


TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION WITH 
QUEENSLAND 


Mr. WISE.—On 13th October, the 
honorable member for Capricornia (Mr. 
Higgs) asked the following questions :— 


1. By what route does a telegram travel 
when sent from Rockhampton to Darwin, 1.e., 
what are the repeating stations, and the diss 
tance travelled? 

2. Will the Minister, obtain an estimate of 
the distance and of the cost of erecting a tele- 
graph line between Camooweal . (Queensland) 
and Powell’s Creek (Northern Territory) ? 

3. Will the Minister obtain an opinion from 
competent experts as to whether such a tele- 
graph line would assist in the development 
of the Barkly tableland, in the Northern 
Territory? 

I promised the information would be ob- 
tained, and am now able to furnish the 
following reply :— 


1. The route by which a telegram beavis 
from Rockhampton to Darwin is as follows:— 
From Rockhampton to Brisbane ; Brisbane to 
Sydney; Sydney to Adelaide; Adelaide to’ 
Darwin.  A'pproximate distance travelled, 
4,100 miles. Brisbane, Sydney, and Adelaide 
are the repeating stations. 

2?'The Deputy Postmaster-General, 
bane, reports:—*“ The approximate 
is 864 miles, and the estimated cost of erect-— 
ing a line of single copper wire, £60,000. The 
District Inspector advises that the district 
contains little or no timber suitable for 
poles.” ) 

3. The Deputy  Postmaster-General, 
bane, reports:——‘ Postal inspector for the dis- 
trict advises—Iniervening country practically — 
all selected under leasehold tenure in large. 
areas, approximating between 300 and 500 
square miles. Several holdings fairly we 
stocked with cattle, Population very sparse, 


' Bris- 


Telegraph facilities would be a convenience, 


principally for tateaisind tock movement ‘s 





(2). know the dis- 


is lt 


if any, included in purchase. 


£1,200, and as to first £625 of this ad- 
vance, no advance shall exceed amount of ~ 
fair estimated value of holding and im- 


distance its 


Bris- 


— gition. 


yo: Oe har: a aH ean ‘ee bined an 


‘to what extent proposed line would assist in 
Sy hae of the Barkly tableland.” 


MOTION OF CENSURE. 
Mr. TUDOR.—I give notice that 
- morrow [ shall move— 
That the Government be censured for their 
failure to make provision for the payment of 
5s. per bushel cash at railway sidings for this 
season’s wheat. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta— 
Treasurer ) (3.7 |.—(By leave.)—I. wish 
to make a statement to avoid seeming 
- disecourteous to the Leader of the Oppo- 
Under ordinary circumstances the 
Government would have moved the ad- 
re a of the House 
Mr. Tupor.—It ought to be done now. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—But we have al- 
ready had some half-dozen motions of 
censure this session. 
Mr. Tupor.—Only ° 





two. 
» of the Prime Minister this matter could 
well go over fer determination until to- 
‘ morrow, particularly as the motion relates 
to a matter which, in its nature, 
urgent, 
Mr. Laveiie.—lIt is very urgent. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I can’ conceive 


ef no urgency other than for reasons of. 
I hope that the Leader 


a local character. 
of the Opposition will acquit me of want 
- of courtesy if I suggest that in the cir- 
_ eumstances the best thing is to leave this 
-/ matter over for consideration until the 
: return of the Prime Minister to-morrow. 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [3.9].— (By 


Meine) — I moved the adjournment of 


the House three or four. weeks ago 
te discuss the matter which. LL. pro- 
pose to raise again ‘to-morrow; ‘but 


it was impossible to take a vote on it 
en that occasion. Many honorable mem- 
ilps of other part‘es feel as strongly on 
' this subject as do members of the Labour 


party. <A definite pledge or promise, or, 


as the Prime Minister said once, threat, 
was made at Bendigo in regard to the 
wheat. It has een suggested that the 
‘motion is to be moved because the Vic- 
ont election is close at hand, but I am 
Ponta following up my action of a month 
ago, when the date of the election had not 
been fixed. JI do not think that the de- 
_ bate on my motion’ will be long drawn 
out. It could be. short . and. sharp, 
. and followed by a vote which would 
ip eepensiins whether the Government 


ae tisha eh . 


‘Sir JOSEPH COOK.—In the absence 


is not 


rules for the orderly conduct of © 
































that in the absence’ of the 
ister hig deputy is in a diftia 
If the Government intend to. tre: 
motion, as they ought to do, as ¢ 
censure, the only. logical 
them to pursue is to move the 
ment of the House.’ The moti 
then be. discussed to-morrow in. 
sénee of the Prime Minister. 
be discussed in his absence, and _ 
that the duty of the Governme 
to preceed with any business um 
been disposed of. They should 
ordinary course, and adjourn t 
now until’ ba inorrbu | 

Mr. Grecory. — What is the 
wasting time? a 

Mr. TUDOR. ne is” no 
time involved. This should be 
a bond fide motion of censure. T- 
correct to say that already dur 
session half-a- dozens rhb moti 


OU! 


will be proposed i in connexion. 1 witht 
failure on the part of the Governme 
do its duty. 


Mr. BLAKELEY.—1I desire 
Say a. ‘few words. 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir EI ot Jol 
son ).—Order!* I ‘would agaiz 
attention of honorable members t 
fortunate and irregular practice 4 
arisen of Jate, and which, if dev: 
likely toi bring the business of 
into a, state of chaos. Leave is 
generally by a Minister, to make 
ment, and, as a matter of co 
usually granted. . The Minister 
sooner completed his statement 
another honorable member asks lea 
make a statement, and honorable 
bers naturally designe to be © 
courteous, as a rule, do not object 
usually takes the form of a _reply to 
original statement by the Leader fe 
Opposition. I would point out, hov 
that if other honorable memb 
obtain such leave, we shall cons 
having an irregular debate, jus as” 
have now, with no. question before th 
Chair. This procedure is contra: | 
the procedure and practice cf Pa 
and I hope that honorable membet 
realize the unwisdom of a practice v 
if encouraged, must set at nat 
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following Peper were pres 


Service Nee. PHM ton ey oR Wy 
. Prime Minister’s Department. 
‘atuity Act—-Regulations amended— 
‘punt Rules 1920; No. 154. 


‘ESTIMATES 1920-21. 


‘committee of Supply (Considera, 
sum ned: from: 15th. Oeterer, vide 


ae u Tue Part. LAMENT. 
isions 2 to 10, £40,028. 


ir, GREGORY (Dampier) [3.15 |.— 
“a $ proposed vote relates to the 


r, ae: the Pi vorahle the 
Sir Elliot Johnson). Pe ies 


rs. of the Hausa @ominittee: and 
y Committee, and one does not 
ke statements concerning them 
sence of Mr. Speaker: 
CHAIRMAN | (Hon. J... M. 
ee oo will shortly be 


of fhe Chamber SP sninlitons a 

for various purposes, and’ T 
hould be enlightened as to their 
power. As a member of the 






privileges that Committee 
ey to know what control it 





re wholly dual: Fan ie 
on of these details. But when 
es of the House are appointed, 
ee members nee to them 








y /mako a | tate, ae 


rf . Tae i Pio, pleasure: 
use este the. honorable member. 


Friday in the division on the motion 


talking to him. in his own room, he had 


mittee aty ate Cai toe “anh ge and 
where they end. J wnderstand that. the Li 
Library Committee has recently passed. a_ 
resolution in regard to the salaries Sh 
officers who come ec a their control. I 
do not think they have the power to in- 
crease or reduce the salaries of atten-_ 
dants; but, if they have, the House Com- 
mittee should have the same power.) As 
a member: of the House Committee, To 
hope that no such authority rests in these’ 
Committees. The salaries of parlia- 
mentary officers should be dealt with 
either through the Conciliation and Arbi- 
tration Court, or in some other way, so 
that honorable members may not have to 7 * 
address themselves to such questions. At 
‘the same time, if, as a member of the » 

House Committee, I am to. be a ie 
dummy, I shall at once resign from ve 
Committee. 

Dr. Manoney—And:. I shall resign. 
from the Library Committee. 

Mr. GREGORY .— Unless we have ¢er- 
tain powers enabling us to deal with the - 
work properly appertaining to the House 
Committee, 1 am not prepared to remaim 
for five minutes a member of that Oom-= oe 
mittee. Cane 

Another matter to which I desire to 
refer is my failure to take part last — 

































































moved by the Leader of the Country Likes Ae 
(Mr. McWilliams) to reduce the frst 
item of the Estimates by £1 as a diree- 
tion to the Government to cut down phe. 
Estimates by £1,000,000. I have no 
desire to offer any excuse. My failure to- 
take part in the division was due to @ 


blunder, for which I accept the full a 


sponsibility; but I wish to put myself 
right as a member of this House. Those 
who know me will readily admit that I 
am not one of those who, having entered — 
into a fight, will endeavour to sneak out 
of it; and [ want to assure honorable 
members ‘that it was because I did not 
hear the bells ringing for the division that 
I failed to put in an appearance. I read 
with much, indignation im the newspapers 
on Saturday morning a statement attri- 
buted to Mr. Speaker, that, while I was 























distinctly heard the bells in the ante- 
room ringing for the division. IT was in — 
his room. at the time, but I did: Ake hear 
the One ae | 
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Mr. Conswinn.—If Mr. Speaker heard ‘Mr. Coxstpive.—Has nob y \ r 
them ringing, he was right in eying that Whip? | 
he heard them. Mr. GREGORY .—The hondees 


Mr, GREGORY.—What would one Der for Cowper (Dr. Harle Base) 
expect a gentleman to do in such circum- hat capacity for us, but the divisto 


tances? It was an important division. 


Mr. Consmryz.—What does the hon- Jeader, the honorable member for 
orable member want Mr. Speaker to do— Jin (Mr. qeeienue: | knew wher 
to say that he did not hear the bells gone, but assumed I 


ringing ? too. late. 
+ Mr, GREGORY.—No; but if on such Mr. Consipine.—It is very. Wi 
an occasion I were talking with the hon- you want a member of another | 
orable member, or any one False, and heard act as Whip for you. : 
the bells ringing for a division, 1 would Mr. GREGORY .—The honorab 
at onee draw attention to the fact. ber knows I did not want anything of” 
Mr. Consmpinn, — 1. suppose’ Mr. kind. I am not appealing to the in 
_ Speaker thought the honorable aember of the hondrable member, but to 
did not wish to take part in the division. stincts of the average member, | 
“) Mr. GREGORY.—I- put it to honor- Mr. Constpine._—Average mem 
able members that a similar experience 2b miss divisions as you do, | 
might befall any one of them. ‘There are Mr. GREGORY.—I shall not 
~ no bells in Mr. Speaker’s room, but the the subject. I hope some statemen 
' bells might have been ringing in his ante- be made to show what the -powers of - 
room while I was talking to him; and if Sessional Committees are, so that memk 
he says that he heard them, I am Latiebee may know where they stand, and 
that he did. We were discussing matters for my part may know. whether to rem: 
relating to the House Committee, to ranean oe oon Baste a 
»which I do not: wish to refer here, and 
~ I certainly did not hear the bells ring. 
I should like to ask honorable members 
what they would have done in the cir- 
cumstances. I notice by the newspaper 
reports that the Speaker himself was 
paired on this occasion with a member 
- opposite. 
Sir Etuior Jonnson.—I did not know 
I was paired. : 
Mr. Consipine,—It shows bit he took wo pa. 
more interest in the division than the Sir ELLIOT JOHNSON (Lang) 3.2 
honorable member did. ) ——With regard to what appears to 2 
Mr. GREGORY.—But one would have imputation upon myself by the hone 
‘assumed that, hearing the bells ringing Member for Dampier (Mr. Gregor y 
for a division on a matter affecting our lack: of courtesy, in not pit 
party, when I was discussing with him that the division bells were 
our party arrangements in the building, 0? Friday last, I can ? 
and speaking to ‘him as a member of the that. I am surprised at the 
_ Committee, he would say to me at once, able member’s statement.’ ax 
as: as a matter of courtesy, ‘The bells are could not know by Ee ton that the 
ringing for a division.’ 
Mr. Lazzarint.—Would you regard were distinctly names to myse 
that as his duty? any case, it is no part of my duty - 
- Mr. GREGORY.—It was no duty of any honorable member that a divisi 
his, but there are very few members in 18 ringing, though I would ¢ 
this House, no matter what side they sit have done so as a matter of cous 
on, who would not have drawn attention I had any reason to believe tha 
to the fact that the bell in an ante-room sound of the bells was not audible 
was ringing either for a quorum or a honorable member’ for Dampier. 
Hey division. | honorable member came into my 
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‘ alg in conversation the belis 
1 a start ringing. 
_BRenNAN.—He was not thinking of 












































ell which was distinctly audible to 
. When I say ‘‘distinctly audible,’’ 
> not mean that the bell was iste 


ined 3 in tone, ee it rings in 
y a very small area in the vicinity of 
“room, and not in my room itself. 


peer 
coe rule Tnember was, Re course, 


} “The bell rang very audibly 
‘ ears, at any rate for a while, but 


uite conceivable that the PUnerAbie 
“with his back turned to 
loor, and speaking to me, did 
really hear it. While the facts 


a ce at = the division, it 
nob, I think, give him sufficient 


OSV in not telling him that the bells 
i ak, when I. would naturally 


nthe matter was Peparted to the 
ttee, the Serjeant-at- Arms im- 
nhl made inquiries in the neigh- 


inging. When I say I ‘distinctly 
ib eneite I do not wish Hh that 


LLIOT Gaitema oe. did, bub 
orable member ntay not have heard 
a reason why I heard them dis- 


oe building, and that pa would 
ly account for his not having 
oan one. 





him from blame for. 


at a disadvantage through his presence in > 
my room. 


and from any desire at all to place him ~ 








I am sure that honorable _ 
members who know me will absolve me 


from any surh intention. ~ a 


I am not prepared to express 


angen 


opinion as to what powers the various 


Committees of the House are 


clothed — i 


with. Various Committees have been ap- 


pointed in counexion with the House and 


the Library, but their duties and respon- a 


sibilities, so far as I have been able to 


ascertain, have never been defined. Sec-_ Ny 
tion 14 of the Pubhe Service Act pro:\) 7. 


“vides— . 


Notwithstanding anything contained in this ~~ 


Act— 

(a) All appointments 
officers of the Senate, 
affecting such officers after their appointment, 


or promotions of 


EO 


and all regulations — 


shall be made by the Governor-General on the ” 


nomination or recommendation of the Pre- 


sident of the Senate? 


Nothing is said there about any Com- 


mittee of the Senate. 


(b) All appointments or ‘promotions of 


officers of the House of Representatives, and Nie 


all regulations affecting 
their appointment, shall be so made on the 
nomination or recommendation of the Speaker. 


No mention is made there of a Oom- 
mittee, 


such ofticers after. 


{¢c) All appointments or promotions of officers 


of both Houses of Parliament, and all regula- 


tions affecting such officers after their appoint- fay 


ment, shall be so made on the joint nomination 


or recommendation of the said President and 
the Speaker. 


There is no mention in any of those para- 


graphs of any of these statutory powers 


being conferred upon Committees; but, 


so far as I can see, the powers of the } 


Committees are quite wide enough, out 


side of those questions, to embrace any 


other -matters affecting either House or 


the two Houses jointly. Under the Pub- 


lic Service Act, matters affecting appoint- 


ments, promotions, and regulations affect- 
ing officers of Parliament are reserved for 


‘the exclusive statutory nomination or re- 


commendation of the President and the | 3 
Speaker separately in respect of each 


‘House, and jointly in respect of both 
Houses. ay 
Mr. Ricowarp Fostrr.—Has that ever 


been varied in practice in the past? 


Sir ELLIOT JOHNSON—I was _ 
So far as the 


“just coming to that point. 















erat | WIG Ne »4 
Ueto. that 


Library is concerned, I have always 
made it a practice, as Ohairman of 
the Library Committee, to follow pre- 
 ¢edents established by my predecessors in 
office; and submit fcr the concurrence of 
the members of the Committee proposals 
in relation to appointments, promotions, 
and salaries, I think it is always a wise 
policy for the Presiding Officer to fortify 
himself with the advice of those with 
whom he is:associated on the Committees, 
‘even although the Committees have no 
statutory power of nomination or recom- 
-- mendation. It was only quite recently 
that I discovered that the Committees 

had not that power; my attention having 
been called to section 14 by an officer of 

'/ the House; in. consequence, I think, of a 

 vquery by the Auditor-General in regard 

‘to some action that had been taken on 

one occasion. In order to satisfy my 

mind as to the actual position, I sought 
an opinion from the  Solicitor-General, 
who informed me that the President and 
the Speaker are solely responsible, under 

‘the terms of the Act, for all appoint- 

| ments, promotions, &c., im the Library. 
The Committee may make a recommenda- 
‘tion, but, in Sir Robert Garran’s words, 
‘it has no statutory status whatever, and 

- no practice, however long continued, can 
deprive the President and the Speaker of 
their statutory powers, and they can ig- 
nore a recommendation of the Library 

Gommittee if they please. The terms of 
‘the appointment of the Library Commit- 

tee give no indication of its duties or 

powers, and even a joint sitting is not 
provided for in the motion in the House 
of Representatives, though it is in the 
Senate.” I spoke to Sir Robert Garran 
again this morning on the subject, and he 

eonfirmed the position as already ex- 

'plamed, That opinion applies to all 

- the Committees. So far as the House 

of Representatives is concerned, the 
Speaker is the only statutory authority 
_ provided for in regard to such matters. 








sident only is clothed with statutory 

authority. And in regard to ‘questions of 
appointments, promotions, and salaries of 
‘staffs of the joint Houses, the President 
tand the Speaker conjointly have the sole 
statutory power. Bh Sica 
Mr. Grecory—Do salaries come with- 
im ‘the control of ‘the 
Sir Elliot Johnson 
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Speaker, ‘or are they | 


tration Court as are enjoyed by 


In the Department of the Senate, the Pre-. : 
missioner, as far as classification 


existing ‘situation ‘is’ very unsé 
‘No matter what the Presidimg 


President and result. For instance,-some anom 


eee) ie eet Ye My Lt kt 





















































of the Arbitration Court? 

Sir ELLIOT JOHNSON. 
controlled by the President 
Speaker; but the President an 
consultation, came to the conel 


as employees of Parliament hay i 





same facilities for appealing t 


employees engaged in similar o 
tions, it was only a reasonable po 
their interests, that awards made 
gard to similar officers of the gen 
vice should apply ialso to officers 
Parliament. In the revision of : 
we have been \guided by that view. 
Mr. Ricrarp Fosrer:-—Do T 
stand that officers of Parlramen 
proach the Arbitration Court? 
Sir ELLIOT JOHNSON. 
placed no obstacles in the way « 
appealing to the Arbitration ~ 
any other Tribunal which Parl: 
appointed to deal with such matters 
present position is very unsatis 
In my opinion, neither the Pres 
the Speaker is competent to 


able rates of pay for. officers 
ployees of Parliament. | Nor 
ordinary Committee of / Pe 
fortified with the necessary kno 
to do so. Such a. decision’ 1 
a careful examination of 
conditions and circumstances in 
son with the conditions under - 
in sunilar occupations outside the 
liamentary service work. An ii 

tion of that kind can best be ‘doz 
some permanent officer who is a 
with that class of. work, and t 
dent and I contemplate asking the P 
Service Commissioner to lend us # 
vices of an efficient and experi¢ 
cer to advise us in regard to th 
mentary Service, pending a 4 
teration’in the Public Service 
which all Parliamentary officer 
brought under the control of th 


sslaries are concerned, leaving 1 


Presiding Officers of each Hou 


may do, ‘some dissatisfaction is 


Vy; 
y 
ot 
"A i 
f " 
| 












of fas 

1 th partment of the House of 
sentatives may be brought under 

tice of the Speaker, who, in en- 
ring to set right. that anomaly, 
consultation with the head of the 
tment concerned finds that he is 
- disorganization in other Depart- 
Ags soan as one link is disturbed 
le chain gets out of gear, and the 
er is met with protests from quite 
ected quarters regarding the effect 
action upon the nei and rig ahs 
















































adjustment made, but that, in 
ly leads to further dissatisfaction, 
@ still more readjustments. This 
: as being continued throughout the 
‘I am safe in saying that ‘there has 


and seniority in one form or an- 
ther. The whole subject is a veritable 
in 36 te and I should be glad to 


ing I ould know ean Ghat 
mut the trouble is that, as soon as 
AVOUT to Gabe: the conditions of 


sth oe af tia Senate 
| t my taking any action of the 
d which involves a disarrangement of 


a policy for both Houses. This 
ulty cropped up in the early days 
arliament _ between the then 






aha in the ‘Hide of Tepresenin: 
vas immediately made the basis of 
or a similar concession to the 
of the Senate. The employees 








Ha th ‘the bear 4 


1 dole fall 
-a fair? relationship between: the. different: 


‘three weeks 


adjust the salaries paid in this build- 


wo Departments played against — 
‘ha tag bee an oo , Aa 


ee 






staffs, all decisions affecting the officers 
of both Houses should be the subject: of 
consultation between the Speaker and: the 
President. 

Mr. Consipine.—How does the’ 7 
muneration paid to employees of the : 
House compare with wages paid outside? — 

Sir ELLIOT JOHNSON .—I have been © 
making some inquiries with regard to. 
that matter. I have tried to secure in- ie 
formation from Public Service officials, 
but the. trouble is that, with the excep-— 
tion of employees of other Parliaments, _ i 
there are no classes of employees in the 
Service so placed as to afford comparisons - 
wpon a fair basis with employees in this 
House. The nature of the work is dif- 
ferent; the hours are different; and the © 
ireammataticae. generally, differ. 0 

Mr. Constpinge.—I mean, with regard 
to the payment of a living wage. 

Sir ELLIOT JOHNSON. oN oan we 
are faced with difficulties, in the eaten : 
of the number of different awards made 
from time to time. So far as I can see, 
we gan only be guided by awards which 





have been made in connexion with the 


Public Service. 


Mr. Consitpine.—I had in mind that” 
in New South Wales a standard "eee has 
been fixed. 

Sir ELLIOT JOHNSON.-—-That is go, : 
aud a different sheransinty has been fixed 
in. Victoria. 


Mr. Consrprnz. —How do the inka) Ae 


of employees in this House compare with — 


the standards fixed in New South Wales 
and Victoria ? 

Sir ELLIOT JOHNSON .—With: ise 
Victorian standard they compare very): 
favorably. Only within the past two or 
there has been dnobhee 
award, made in New South Wales, wich, 
excludes certain parts of the State; 
put the Publié Service has, I wnder- 
stand, been expressly axclnded from 
that award. As far as has been pos+- 
sible, endeavours have been made to 












ing in keeping with the terms of the. 
most recent awards affecting the Federal, | 
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that there may be farther Hebert Nie 


the cost of living. The cost of living has 
increased since the rates to the lower- 
_ paid officers of the House were enhanced. 
I made inguiries only this morning from 
Mr. Knibbs upon the subject of the cost 
of living, and he informed me that, since 
the award was made, there certainly had 
been an increase in the cost of living. I 
am waiting now for further particulars 
from Mr. Knibbs, with a view to giving 
- eonsideration to a request which has been 
‘made by the cleaners, through the heads 
of Departments concerned, for a further 
addition upon the increases already 
given. 

Mr. Coxsipine.—What is the wage of 
_ the lowest-paid employee in this House? 
| Sir ELLIOT JOHNSON.—The lowest 
wage is £182. There are only two or 
three employees, however, who receive 
that sum. Beginning with the house- 
keeper, I will furnish the particulars of 
salaries paid to employees of this House. 
The poner ape? previously received a 
salary of £265. His present salary is 
£280. The next officer was receiving 
£216, which salary has been increased, 
under the present Estimates, to £250. 
The next in order on the messen- 
ger staff. previously received £200° per 
annum. His salary is now. £212. 
and, together with his bonus, the total 
which he receives is £232. There has 
really been an increase of £32 in the 
case of each of the messengers over and 
above last year’s pay; that is, with in- 
ereased salary.and bonus combined. The 
“next messenger previously received £184. 
His salary is now £196; and, with his 
bonus of £20, he is now receiving, in all, 
£216. The other two messengers pre- 
- viously received £168. Their salaries have 
been raised to £182, plus the bonus of 
£20 each, bringing their salaries up to 
£202. 

Mr. Marnaews.—It. is intended, then, 
to pay them a bonus? 
. Sir ELLIOT JOHNSON.—Yes; they 
are getting it, I understand, with their 
- fortnightly salary, so that the total 


/ amount received is £202. 


- Mr. Maruzws.—Of the junior messen- 
gers, one, receiving £196, is to get a 
bonus; also the two at £182? 

/ Sir ELLIOT JOHNSON.—Yes, | so 
if wes the lowest sum, including bonus, 
. Pod to. any, Mhesaen ger in this House is 





_ [REPRESENTATIVES iit . “Loagead: 4 


iM award was aioe i 


Of living did not appear to ha, m 


























again be reviewed. by thes ae u 
Court. But, whatever may be the : 
of that review, the amounts paid 
ployees of the House willnet be | 
they are now recelving with their on 


‘Al 


be hiss hs to rovinione : | 
Mr. Constpine.—Are the Arh 
Court awards followed? : : 
Sir ELLIOT JOHNSON. —So f 
is possible; they are. In regard to ¢ 
They wer 


given in addi aa ipo this poi : 
am spe ahine from memory, and bie 


Tiecuiaed Me bone while 
the ordinary rate of pay to absorb an 
tend it, eM we have ge the a 


J ustidemP owers Cae out thn ye 


saw no eee iby of the cost i 1 
coming down immediately. He th us 
in the circumstances, that it was 


mah euile increase feat ‘ 
Their wage, therefore, was increase 
£158 to £182, in the terms of this 


fixed salary. q 


Sir ELLIOT omacl aa i 
bodied the bonus, with something mi 
That is the amount which the cleaner: 
receiving at present. There are only - 
of them, but it is fair to say that o 
the three really earns a little more 
cause he attends to members’ luggage re 
other matters for which he receive; 
additional sum to his remunerati 
cleaner augment his salary to 
extent, Lae 
Mr. Marnews. Bi paces men 2 
bonus ? | 







































crease Piiead A re Ake in 
othe award. Of course, if the 


nt of their salaries, habetore: is 
, to any arrangement as to the pay- 
of a bonus which the Court may 
rd from time to time. But if the 
mus be “hei to them in addition to their 
ui what i immediately pepper 





: £189 per year with the } bonus, and 
e supposed to be promoted from the 
‘of the cleaners, will then possess no 
tage over the cleatters, and fresh 
plications as to status, seniority, salary 
"promotion will at once arise. 
. Marnews.—in ) another _ place, 
@-are-no such officers as cleaners. 
n the Senate side of the building, they 
1a messengers. 
be —_We have 





y do the work of 


So 
as the cleaners are concerned, I have 
pplication from them under consider- 
ion at the present time. I have already 
ad a preliminary consultation with the 
sident of the Senate upon the subject 
alaries. od 

ms Mr. . Watkins.—Does_ the President 
of the Senate have a voice in the fixing 
ae of officers and attendants 


or 


| JOHNSON . — No. 
aan the Monorable member did not 
the explanation which I. made 
-In-my remarks. I then pointed 
at the salaries attaching ‘ em- 
s of both Houses must baie. sore 
" ih each other. If the salaries 
o employees of the Senate were 
I oe. President without any refer- 
oy what the Speaker of this Cham- 
i ane to do in regard to the sala-. 
of Ee ae of this House, Sica! 





ie ‘A demand would 
once Ayes Bilede by officers of similar 
k for similar treatment. Whatever 
ne in one House would be used asa 


Obhiieh: of the Ldainlatares and thus 
2 hould have continual trouble in ad- 
jus st tents. and re- macathes | Seca To avoid 


r 
wh i 


hat’ as Te as Host, 









‘Guduteatiam : i 
are held between the President of 
the Senate and the Speaker of this Cham- — 
ber, with a view to arriving at agreements | 
as to what shall be a basis for cach House. iy 
But if there sheuld be a difference of 
opinion between the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and the Presi- © 


dent of the Senate in regard to such) 


matters+-and there may not be, and free ~ 
quently is not, unanimity—dificulties _ 
immediately arise. : 
The CHAIRMAN (Hon. J. Mo.) 
Chanter).—I would remind the honorable — 
member that lis time has expired. ten 
Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [3.53].— — 


In regard to the non-hearing of the divi- 


sion bells upon Friday afternoon last by 


the honorable member for Dampier (Mr. — 
Gregory); I think it 1s up to me. to | 
acknowledge that he is hard of hearing. © 
T hope that he will excuse me making the 
information public, but as a medical man 
J have not failed to observe this fact re- 
peatedly in this chamber. That, I think, 
will dispose of the matter altogether. 
Upon, the present occasion, I shall not 
trespass unduly upon the time of honor- 
able members, because I spoke upon this 
question on Friday last. If my informa- 
tion be correct—that the employees of this _ 
Parliament are grouped into five separate © 
Departments—the position is a ridiculous 
one. There if 
informed, to control some seventy-five 
officials—that is.one Department for cach | 
fifteen’ .employees. There is an old 


Eastern adage which is very true, and of 


which I am reminded at present. .It is 


that“ That. officer rises 


the presence of his superiors.” In other 
words, the man who is always under the — 
eye of his superior officer has a. better” 
chance of rising in his’ profession or eall-* 
ing than has the man who is never seen — 
by the head of his Department. The sys- — 
tem which at present obtains in this” 

House must, in justice to our officers, be 
altered. th is ridiculous that men woe 

are sent. here as representatives of the 
people should be asked to act upon Com-— 
mittees when those Committees can oe 
play a fool’s game. I speak more par-— t, 
ticularly on behalf of the Library Com-. 
mittee. If matters relating to the powers an 
of that Committee are not potiled, in a 








re aoe : 


are five Departments, I am ~ 


quickly to | 
eminence who basks in the sunshine of 












more sensible way, either by means of a — 


resolution of this House, or by the passing 
of legislation dealing with them, and if 
‘my colleagues will resign from that Com- 
- mittee as a protest, I shall certainly re- 
sign with them, 
At this point I desire to make it per- 
fectly clear that I have nothing but re- 
- spect and recard for the actions of Mr. 
Speaker in reference to the Committees 
of this Chamber. JI wish that I could say 
the same in regard to another gentleman 
‘to whom I alluded on Friday last. Sub- 
section 3 of section 14-of the Public Ser- 
vice Act provides— 
| The officers of the Senate, the officers of the 
House of Representatives, the officers of the 
-* Parliament. Library, the officers of the Par- 
 jiamentary Reporting Staff, and the officers of 
the Joint House Committee shall be deemed to 
constitute separate Departments under this 
Act. 
~My information, therefore, that the em- 
ployees of the Commonwealth Parliament 
\ are grouped under five separate Depar t- 
ments is strictly accurate. I am not quite 
gure of the number of officers who are em- 
- ployed in the building, but, from a peru- 
sal of the Estimates, I gather that the 
- total is seventy-five. Is it not the acme 
of folly that there should be five separate 
Departments to control seventy-five offi- 
cers of this Parliament? There must’ be 
g0me way out of this condition of affairs: 
- It was never intended by this demoeratic 


‘Parliament—for, with all its faults, it is. 


' a democratic Parliament—that one gen- 
_ tleman, if he so desired, should have the 
_ power! to block everything. 


- Mr. Consrprine,—It is a Comedy. of 
. Errors. - 
Dr. MALONEY.—Bad laws, if ad- 


‘ministered by good men, may be much 
better than good laws badly administered 
by men who are not honorable. JI under- 
stand that grave dissatisfaction: is being 
| experienced by every Committee ap- 
pointed by this Chamber. ‘That: dissatis- 
faction has now reached such a point that 
if something be not done, and done 
quickly, to remedy the existing condition 
of affairs, these Committees will resign 
asa protest. If my colleagues upon the 
Library Committee resign their positions 
I shall feel it my aed to resign with 
_ them: 
‘Mr. Maruews.—Mr. Sueno will feel 
‘very much annoyed if the honorable 


‘pointed to these Committees in | 
ment after Parliament, and yet the 















































brought before any Parlament 
mittee with which I have been ¢ 
Mr. Constiprtne.—The honora 
ber objects to being’ a rubber st 
Dr. MALONEY.—Yes; but 
ber stamp because of any desi 
part of Mr. Speaker, but only beca 
a desire on the part of a certa 
man who shall remain unnamed. 
Sir Krriot. Jonnson.—l | 
very sorry to lose the compani 
the honorable member under ane 
stances. 
Dr. MALONEY. a thank tl 


it at greater ise now. 
but contempt for the practions 
present followed in regard to t. 
of our Parliamentary Committe 
is not the first, Laon 


President of the Legislative Coun 
the Speaker of the Legislative A: 
always carried out their duties ‘in 
gentlemanly and humane way. 
had some experience on our Library C C 
mittee, and I can say pee it na never 


Mr. President, I shall ipiadia suppor t 

I understand that certain action 

taken in another place, and I 

that as a good example to follow. 
“Mr. WATKINS (N ewcastle) 


this thetiae is by no means oui 
Certain honorable. gentlemen ar i a 


practically no voice in the ies 


some dex plisaiikalen ¢ or sis ca fi ack 
Parliament creates oki proeiay 5 
















i 
nd y t to-day, a8 oh to the 
of the. honorable member for 





oy Priplavecs, about. he premises; 
left to the whims of others. It 
















































- given the power eine ae as as 
best. soRTcly this | ne ogainig 





tia the few Pecans in th 
.~ In a little trouble which oe- 
es. while vie all the males 


a tee, was signed. vi the anton 
hallf va the J ointt House Commit- 





Committee, a: alae about the 
aa! has been only one 
eting AG the Joint House Committee 
ie the beginning of this Parliament. 
“el JOHNSON —And then the 


fr. “WATKIN S.—Which we were 
oly asked to approve.» The whole 

on is farcical, and unless some 
e ig made, and the position altered, 
gh 1 have been: on various oni. 
3 during the last twenty years, 1 
sitively refuse to act im the future. 


fr. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [4.5]—I 
sno desire to reflect on the honorable 
eman who occupies the position of 
eaker, but, 


in my opinion, the 
fot this Chamber should, 
their delegates on the Com- 


have some say as to the wages 
\ditions of those who attend to our 
ere. Jt is an invidious position 
h Po vale members find one 


ne, to any person who assists us 


our correspondence, or attends 
s in any other way, we ought to 
ble to exercise some control 


12 as caused Committee. ape hon- 


| iba e isd ‘80 ‘omit. T Te that 
: a i nor the. riers 


~Commis- 


-eentuated form, 


Mr. Speaker or anybody else whe ma 
~ have change: of Hore esate 





ahs hiine: Bc is oui to oaks! thar 
a basis for fixing the wages of the em- 
‘ployees of am Parliament—that there 
‘shall mot be taken into account any 
gratuities they may receive for services 
rendered to honorable members. 

Sir Exzior. Jomnson:—l was no 
making any reference to that matter at 
all, but to actual payments made to the 
Shean out of the Consolidated Revenne. 

Mr. Warxins.—Insiead of increasing ae 
salaries, bonuses are given. 

‘Mr. CONSIDINE. — I know; bow 
the honorable member for Lang men 
tioned that this employee had means of 
supplementing his salary. 

Sir Binion Jounson-—l said that a re 
was paid, in addition, for. certain ser 4 
vices. ie 


Mr. 


4 













CONSIDEN BE > oN overthalesee 


the impression was left on my mind is 





that besides his salary he received cer: 
tain gratuities from honorable members . 
for doing, I suppose, the work he is Paid 
his salary to do. 

Sir Exrior Jounson.—l | think the 
honorable member has entirely mig: 
understood both my intention and my. 


statement. JI had no such idea in he 
mind at all. eyes 4 
Mr. CONSIDINE. — However, uae 2 


may be, the salary paid to this employee 
is by no means adequate, for, as [ ate 
it means less than £3 10s. a week. 
Mr. Brety.—It is a shade over £3 10s. 
a week. 
Sir Exuior loreaps —Jt is not ot 





much—in my opifilon, it is not cafe 
cient. 
Mr, CONSIDINE ayes taking he 


vantage of the fact that we ean raise our. 
own salaries, have voted ourselves 
£1,000 a year, and certainly those em- 
ployees who have to. face the same diff. 


‘culties aS ourselves in rearing .and. main- es 


tamimg their families, but in an aon 
should be given ade. 
quate remuneration. aan 
Sir Exuior Jownson.—This case an ‘ 
‘before me at the present time, with a View 
to further increasing the salary. ‘ae i 
Mr. CONSIDINE—It is certainly» one 
matter to which honorable member . 
might very well devote their attention 
J join with other honorable members i 


disclaiming any desire to reflect upo 













eae: 





. is ances. 








sa “as al bears due of this Fives, 
that this is our responsibility. 

Mr. Maruews.—I de not think it is. 
My do not think we could alter the posi- 
tion if we tried. 

Sir Exzior Jonnson.—Only by alter- 
ing the Public Service Act. 

Mr. Marurws.—Mr. Speaker and Mr. 
OP Bederdent could sell this establishment 
_ to-morrow if they wanted to, and nobody 
could make any charge ee them, 

% Mr. CON SiDIN EF. EONS IT understand 
_ the position, our employees are not under 
‘the Public Service Act, and, therefore, 
have not the privilege of approaching 
the Arbitration Court with the statement 


of their grievances. 





' Mr. Marusews.—They are controljed 
under the provisions of the Public Ser- 
vice Act. 
Mr. CONSIDINE.--But Mr. Speaker 
has distinctly stated that the Presiding 
Officer of each House has full statutory 
' authority over employees of the Parlia- 
i ment. 
Sir Enzior Jonunson.—In respect of 
_ salaries, appointments, and promotions. 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—Then the Arbi- 
tration Court is not available to them? 
Sit Exrior Jounson.—Yes, in regard 
to general matters, in the same way as 
if is available to others in the Publie 
Service. 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—But not with re- 
gard to salaries? 
Sir Erztror Jounson.—No. 
Mr. CONSIDINE,—Well, that is the 
point I wanted to get at. 


Mr, Warxrys. a point that. was 


raised. a little while ago, the ‘Presiding 
Mate bers pointed out that, under section 14 








.) of the Public Service Act, certain things 


ought to be done. 

Mr. CONSIDINE. Whe Lam con- 
» cerned about is that the Speaker has told 
us that he and the President of the 
Senate take full responsibility for all 
increases in galaries, and alterations 
‘im working conditions, and matters of 
east kind. ‘That means that the em- 
CU pibiees of Parliament have not the 
‘game privileges as outside workers, for 
|, they eannot approach the Arbitration 
Court and state a case for increase 
_ of salaries or redress of any other griev- 
Neither are they paid overtime, 
ey I pase eae get other eke 





“vernment:_ formulated a poles to. 






























cvs hand, noe PiNe +o rem 
sa as the ho is. wi 


‘ing conditions may oe the pee 
the Parliament are put to the 
‘penditure as are other employees 
Public Service, and they are no 
anything like an adequate wag 
the present conditions of living. — 
all right for us. We have loo ec 
ourselves. | 

Mr. Marurws, --You are» a 


ing about the 
Mr. 


bers. It is the newspapers tab | ates or 
it as the ‘‘salary yrab.’’ The hon 
member knows quite well that 
had any doubts en that question, 
have never heard of any dise 
among the people I represent c9) 
thé inerease we voted. in our 
salaries; but I said at. the time ¢ 
hoped the lesson would not be los 
the workers outside. It is sthe duty 
those who claim to represent the wot 
elass, as a class, to insist that tI 

wait upon us and attend to our 
get at least decent living condition: 
decent wages, especiallyas we took 
good care to get well ahead our. 
any increase in the cost of livin 


Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne 
[4.15]|—I want to say a few words 1 
this matter, because I am a member ¢ 
House Committee. The question” 
has been raised will have to b ( 
hihi at some ings or other. 





the’ (mre tte i 


inush vache i Las 
We may talk | 


power whatever. 
as we like. 


Wie Prccident bad Mr. Seeakaed i, 
for honorable members to laug 
Parliament has no\power over 
ni Tf it had, is it sap that. t 


power to do anything, it is time the 































hau manner. I ee into terrible 
he once for al vocagaae that an official 


The other day 
pmerted as a cleaner over there at 
It is not a penny too much, 
; op. “the House of Representatives’ 
he would get only £182 a year. I 
| know the reason for this differ- 
A cleaner on this side would not 
ess work. As a matter of fact, he 
d do more, because there are more 
bers to create work, and yet he 
d get £20 less. We have two re- 
ed- soldiers on this. ap they rane 


5 ar less a the man on ths Sena? 
~ This position should not be tole- 
, yet it is. “The honorable membe 


tering references to his majesty the 
aker. All I can say is that I never 
ean get a meeting of the House Commit- 
iia this side. 





ea sion J OHNSON.-—We ae 
i ae able to cet a quorum. I have 
Say ten and sometimes fifteen minutes 


Ue was ie of members of 
s House, and if so I have never been 
nmoned to one meeting. 

ar’ Exuiort JOHNSON. | -—-Mem bers are 
ned as members os the Joint 


the ~ Joint 
se plienittce aabioniey to deal with 
rs affecting the House of Represen- 


JOHNSON.—Yes; — both 


My, 


pepo 


_ matters affecting ‘this side dealt uae 
- Czar has said, ‘“We cannot deal with 
b here; you must refer it to the Czar 
the other side.’? I hstened very at- 
1 saree what the) provers member 








for Lang (Sic Elliot J ohnson) said in re- 
ference to the request put forward on 
the other side of this building, that any 
increase given to the House of Rope » 
sentatives’ attendants should also app has 
to Senate attendants, but I contend that — 
a man who is working on this side has 
an equal right to recelve whatever in- | 
creased rate of wage is paid to a cleaner 
on the other side of the building. I want 
to know how the difficulty can be ob- 
viated., 

Sir Exzriot Jounson.—I would 
like to know. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—Does the honorteke if 
member admit that he does not know 
how it can be obviated? 


Sir Exrior Jonnson.—It can be ob: 
viated by placing the ‘parliamentary at- 
tendants under\the Public Service Act, 
so that they can have their wages and 
conditions settled by a proper tribunal. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—But, does the hon» i 
orable member know how to obviate the 
difficulty under the existing ‘system ? 

Sir Extior Jounson.—No. \ 


Mr. MATHEWS.—If that is so, the 
sooner arrangements are made by which 
it can be obviated the -better it will be 
for the servants of this House. I am not 
too keen on placing them under the 
Public Service Commissioner. They suf- 
fer many injustices now, but I LRN they 
would suffer still more under him. Cer- 
tainly their erievances can be ventilated 
now,. but under the Public Service Com- 
missioner they would have very little 
opportunity of bringing them under 
the notice of honorable members. 
We ought not to toleratey a system 
which will give one ‘man more pay 
than another who is doing the same 
class of work, particularly when the 
increased wage Is given to a new servant 
who has yet to learn. his duties. Is it fair 
that a cleaner on the Senate side, who 
started work a fortnight ago, should gob 





ale fe 


£20 a year more than is paid to-cleaners 


on this side of the building who hae 
been, in their positions for two years? — 

Sir Exxior Jounson.—I am incline 
to think that the honorable member. has 
been misinformed, and. that the servant 
he refers to is employed in the’ capacity 


of messenger. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—The cleaners on 
the other side of the ball dae are called 
messengers. x 


that only.” 
doing just their bare work when they find 
that others who are doing the same class 





ee. Exuror J OHNSON.— ‘hey are | 


| “ -sengers who also do the work of ean 


Ov this side of the. building the mes- 


~sengers do the work of messengers only, 


are not called upon to do cleaners’ 


work. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—I-> am not . asking 


that the wages of the other man should 
be reduced, but that the pay of the clean- 
“vers on this side of the building should ‘be 
- Increased and brought into line with the 
wages paid on the Senate side. 


‘Sir Exnuior Jounson.—lIf we increase 


- the pay of the cleaners all the other 
men above them will naturally ask for 
/ @nereases; and the question of seniority 


will crop up at once. 
»Mr. MATHEWS.—That is quite pos- 


sible ; but we can deal with that difficulty 
when we reach it. 


Sir Exxior Jonnson.—I am dealing 


with it every day. 


‘Sir JoszpnH Coox.—Surely this matter 


‘ “ been sufficiently well ventilated. 


‘Mr. 
always cropping up. 


MATHEWS.—This question is 
It is annoying to a 


member of the House Committee to be 
vasked why certain things are not done 
awhen the members of that Committee 
know that they are powerless to do any- 
thing. 
sdisruption than the unfair treatment. of 
one 


Nothing is more productive of 


section of employees. Recently, 
when a Judge of the Supreme Court of 


Nictoria was “overlooked inf:the matter of 
‘the appointment of the Chief Justice of 
the State he made the remark that an 
injustice of that sort would make a ‘man 


say, “‘ I will do just my bare work, and 
I do not blame men for 


of work are getting better pay. It ‘is 


‘the responsibility of the Government to 


bring in a comprehensive scheme for the 


“management of all those associated with 
_ this building ; 
bers will be. constantly bringing forward 
matters which ought not to eccupy our 
“tame when we have so many other import- 


- otherwise honorable mem- 


ant questions to consider. 


__ >» Proposed; vote agreed to. 


 DppartMent or tHE Prime Manister. 


Divisions 13 to 14, £304,452. 
Dr. EARLE PAGE (Cowper) [4.29]. 
lade “week we heard several honorable 


| Members express the desire ‘to strike out 
Reetean: items in this pees ernest iwiien 

































unbltes 4 in detail.- pp hie th 
willing to reduce the total 
assured us that thedtems of & 
iid sit shemaa Mi 88 severe 


members to exercise some conte ea or 
various spending Departments: 
Commonwealth. We were ass 
week that the matter .of reducing 
diture and dealing with the item 
tail was not a party matter, 
every honorable member would 
to vote according to his convietior 
history of the Prime’ Minister’s 
ment is worthy of some deta 
sideration. It was established eig 
Ago, when the present High ~ 
sioner was Prime. Minister, and 
time the total sum provided on. the - 
mates was £11,795. Nearly all the” 
bers of the present Government. r 
objected to the formation of that 
ment, and pointed out that oth 
Departments would come into exist 
It was also stated that these sub-Depa 
ments could be better handled © 
other . Minister. Despite the — 
these ‘protests we ‘find that year 
year the expenditure is cont: 
growing. If the expenditure « 
necessary, one would not comple In; hs 
we have to consider whether th vari 
activities which are conducted by 
Prime Minister’s Department shoul 

be placed under different contro 
where they rightly belong. Du 
cent years the Department has ' been. 
ing with sugar, wool, wheat, shipping 
the administration of Papua, mining, 
price-fixing. All these branches ¢ 
vernmental activity have been dealt v1 
by the Prime Minister’s Dep i 

the continuance of this has br ; 

.a state of affairs which does fe 
the Prime Minister (Mr. He 
efficiently and expeditiously sn 
and control the ‘proper mori s 
own Department. The Prime M 
Department should be for the pu 











Th ae often dondered sn the 














































in. Piaevc of het Department 
pote au ae with the whole 
He has two mills in 


er Of cane-growers Thiee cannerded 
for quite a number of years. Pro- 
’ nowhere in the Commonwealth 
d we find any one more capable of 
ni with the question. of sugar in its 
aspects than the Minister for 
and Customs (Mr. Greene). At 
y ae a a of the work , is 


SD eitaupit: The § same may be 
n regard to the embargo on the ex- 
ea a. The practice adopted 


1 i in ead to Wholesale pur- 
were necessary. But the war has 


Per at ers the Minister 
de and Customs was not present. 


a a show that, irrespective of 
bility a man may possess, it is im- 
for him to have a grip of the 
4 if i. . in oe ekieat By a 


rong aaa is Dedcsted The 
ay be said concerning wheat, 
$ a question that is to form the 
et of a censure motion to-morrow. 
eare ordinary commercial activities, 





. responsibility we might have had a 





2 dey. Nibiciag sd war Oe it may mi ‘ 
now the war is over this question should 


n of sugar, for instance, could not’ 


= cael that was not overloaded 


or eel son eaant: before to- 


been necessary for the Government to 
exercise certain’ control over metals, but 











be dealt with by the proper Minister. Ac 
cording to the information before us, the 
Prime Minister’s Department handles 
also the question of shipping and mail 
services to the Pacific Islands, Common- 
wealth shipbuilding, Commonwealth Go-) 
vernment Line of Steamers, Common. 
wealth Shipping Board, and the Port — 
Pirie wharf. A few moments’ reflection 
will show that questions such as these ~ 
could be more profitably dealt with — 
by another Department, where the officers 
are not dealing with the relations be 
tween the various Governments, but with 
work such as questions like these entail, 
and where trained administrative staffs, 
are in existence to deal with these matters, - 

In connexion with shipbuilding and the 
Commonwealth Government Line of Stea- ; 
mers, we have to consider whether the 
Minister for the Navy (Mr. Laird Sra 
and the Minister for Home and Terri- 
tories (Mr. Poynton) could not handle 
the work more expeditiously and effi- 
ciently. The matter of providoring’ is 
one item alone in which single control 
by one authority could secure great 
savings. There is also the Rimistios | 

of handling dock-yards. and standard- _ 
izing the whole of the requirements in 
connexion with the construction. ants 
handling of ships. Surely this work 
could be more expeditiously carried out 


by officers intimately’ associated with phe 
business. 


Mr. Brunpern. — What money would 
be saved if a transfer were made? i 


Dr. EARLE PAGE.—We could save a 
great deal. In connexion with shin) . 
building and other activities of the Go- 
vernment, we find draughtsmen mentioned — 
over and over again under different. 
headings. Mr. Allard’s report on the. 
Public Service of New South Wales 
shows what may happen under the 
system that I am criticising, He: 
mentions, among other things, that a firm 
bought boilers ‘from one Department of 
the Service at £540 each and sold them 
to another Department for £750 each, me he 
though the officials of each eine - 











should have known what was being done, 


Reverse ap were publicly * aa fos 


TS2 






8136 : ny Y let a 


‘Many be me iiennte who are now undet 
the Prime Minister should bé“transferred 
to the Departments of the Navy or of 
‘Home aid Territories. 
tainly allow a reduction of staff, and 
would give an opportunity for ‘other 
economies in the saving of stocks, more 
eflicient storekeeping, and the standardi- 
vation which it would make possible. 
The Commonwealth Government line of 


gteam-ships must be supplied, with coal _ 


and oil, and so must our war ships; and, 
‘unquestionably, supplies could be best ar- 
ranged for and managed by one set of 
officials acting both for our Navy and 
for onr mercantile marine. We. shall 
never have a properly equipped Navy 
unless our. mercantile marine is worked 
in connexion with, and as an adjunct 
goa a 
- Mr. Brunperi.—lIf the transference of 
officers which you advocate were made, 
how much would be saved, and what offi- 
eials would be dismissed ? 

Dr. EARLE PAGE. Tf not § man 
were dismissed, considerable saving could 
still be effected by reducing the stocks 
which it would be netessary to carry, in 
having supplies always to hand, and by 
standardization. Mr, Allard’s report 
shows that. there is no reason why Go- 
| vernment Departments, which now use a 
variety of patterns“and types of ma- 
chines, should not standardize their re- 
“quirements, and then buy in greater bulk 
and at a lower rate. 
'} Mr. Pornton.—The noneeatle mem- 
ber loses sight of tl® fact that the Supply 
and Tender Board has been appointed. 

Dr, EARLE PAGE.—TI shall deal with 
that when we come to the Treasury Esti- 
mates. The Board shottld do good ser- 
vice, but I notice that this year only 
£1,540 is to be svent on it, whereas last 


year? £11,950 was spent. ' 

Mr. Constoine.—I thought that the 
honorable member belonged to the 
Economy party. r 

Dr. EARLE PAGE.—Yes; but the 


economy which I desire does not mean 
the mere sacking of men; it means the 
proper marshalling and management of 
the resources of the country. Sir Arnold 
Gridley, who during the. war was Con- 
troller of Electrical Power in. Great 
Britain, is now visiting Australia. He 
was able by standardization, grouping, 


, 





That would cer-, 



































and Hanger inanageeet ge 
£800 worth of coal 2,000,000,000 w 
et by utilizing materi 


of a ies like "£100, 000, 000° 
effected by the substitution of 


used during the war. | 
to, effect similar economies here. No 
man can properly. conduct a ran 
activities with which the Prime Mi 


ness which eet ings to oll 
partments to be transferred to tho 
Pat are 

Because the Prime Minister 
tinually mixed up with matters th: 
not properly under his adminis a 
the business of his Department is 
being expeditiously pte 


whether Australia would be represe nti 
at the Pan-Pacifie Scientifie Confer 
~which was to be held at Honolul 


sonal ‘be fopomee foul then 
been en route to Honolulu. The 


tives at that Conference pe notes nec 
but ‘I have not heard of an Austral: 


representative. The importance o 
Conference was admitted by © 
American, and Australian news oy 


coastline Pied by thie waters — 
Pacific than has Australia. We we: 
represented at the Conference beea 
the Prime Minister was too much. 
erossed with other work, p 


Mr. Consiprinzr.—He was too bn 
go himself. 
Sir Josepu Coox.—lt was.- not 
ference for the Prime Minister to. 


Dr. EARLE PAGE.—It was not 
sary for the Prime Minister to go 
an Invitation was sent to his Depa 
and Australia should have been 
sented. 

Mr. PoyNron.—Had we gorit a 
sentative, it would-have been said th 
had gone away on a pienie; | 

ie, EARLE PAGE That woul 


have been my complaint. 
































































e . ot Work Bee the Reine 


i} 


2 ange at Coff’s " Hatbany may he cee 
et but ie a period 2 seven 


Peeioions Royal Commission 


ty. The Western Australian Go- 
@rmiment sent a representative to the 
my perial oats wee Ne which has 


i Oe enoatvealth | in. otis ae 
request of the Imperial Government 
there should ‘be such as tabulation in 
each of. the Dominions? 


perly belong to it, the reply was given 
t me or no gee is needed fon 


ees that i we could find oy 
sits of aluminium ore, the Defence 


ectric proposition at the Glarenes Gorge. 
rding to the Chief Electrical Engi- 
of the New South Wales Public 
cS Department, the statement that 
uantity of electrical power required 
¢ production of aluminium is rela- 
; small is incorrect. Writing to me, 


The. te aluminium works that 1 visited 

at  Kinlochlev en, in ‘Scotland, where 
0,000 horse-power is developed, and where 
turn out anything from 8,000 to 10,000 
of aluminium per annum, the power re- 
i ed being at the rate of a little over 5 horse- 
ae per ‘ton per annum,. Greater power is 
in other works in Germany, Sweden, and 


says— 


The Cvilned aiue on this 


Various electrolytic processes sat be men-: 
tioned which have resulted in the cheap ibe he 
tion of certain metals which can be made by — 
other means only at great expense. The clas- 
sical example is the electrolytic production of 
aluminium, which is now certainly the most 
important electro-chemical industry. In the 
processes of Hare and Heroult, the electrolyte — 


is a fused. solution. of alumina (as solute) in . 
the double fluoride of aluminium sodium {as 
certain proposals regarding / 


solvent). Carbon anodes are used, while the 
melted aluminium metal in the bottom of the 
pot forms the cathode. The temperature is 
900 C. The alumina is decomposed by the eur-" 
rent, and fresh alumina is added at intervals to © 
the bath. According to J. W. Richards, the — 
production of 1 ke. of aluminium requires © 


22° K.W-M. 
To test the feeling of the Committee re- 
garding the tranater of these officers to the 
branches. or the. Departments to which 
they properly belong, I move— 

That the vote be reduced by £1. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. (Wakefield) 
[4.48].—Incidental reference has very 
frequently been made to the High Com- 
missioner’s Office during the past “three or 
four months, and I have more than once 
voiced the complaint of visitors who have 
spent a considerable time in the Old 
Country and have been exceedingly dis- 
appointed by the failure of officials at 
Australia House to give them the assist- 
ance which they looked for. Australia 
House is reported to be anything but an 
attractive and useful centre working in 
the interests of the Commonwealth. The. 


reports I have heard have not been © 
prejudiced, but have been very sincere — 


statements of regret that Australia House 
to-day is not answering the purpose for 
which it was intended, and is not justify-— 
ing the enormous expenditure incurred in- 
its construction and administration. [ 
have heard these reports from soldiers 
whose political sympathies are with hon-— 
orab!le members opposite, as well as from 
soldiers whese sympathies are with honor- 
able members on this side of the House. 
They are unanimous in the complaint that 
there is a deplorable lack of energy and — 
enterprise in the direction of usefully 
advertising this country. That ought not 
to be. I have a very shrewd suspicion — 


that the Government know, and have 


known for a long time, that this condi-- 
tion of affairs exists, . If so, the Come 
mittee ought to know where the weakness 


lies; and the trouble ee be remedied i 












ad 


a 5738. sn Estimates: 


: ab the earliest moment. It has been said’ 3 


that only a very small proportion of the 
employees in the High Commissioner's 
_ Office have arty knowledge of Australia, 
‘of Australian products, and of trade 
possibilities with the Old Country. That 
ought nos to be. There ought to be a 
- substantial representation of Australia 1 
the High Commissioner’s Office. There 
should be stationed there officers with a 
~ complete knowledge of Australia. There 
‘should be specialists who know something 
of Australia’s possibilities and productiye 
"wealth, and who by their very presence 
‘would help to advertise Australia from a 
“trade point of view. I am told that such 
 offiters are not to be found in Australia 
House. A constant supply of fresh men 
- from Australia should be sent there. Offi- 
cers should be sent Home for a few years 
and then replaced by men equipped with 
a thoroughly up-to-date knowledge of 
Australia. The Treasurer (Sir Joseph 
Cook) only last week promised that, if 
desired; particulars would be given in re- 
- gard. to every item in the Estimates, and 
T want detailed information about the 
"expenditure on Australia House. 
Mr. Gass.—lI call attention to the 
want of a quorum, [Quorum formed.] 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—What pro- 
portion of the staff at Australia House 
consists of men who went there from 
Australia? What proportion has been 
_picked up in the Old Country? How 
“Jong have they held their positions, and. 
what are their conditions of employ- 
‘went? Are they employed permanently 
ex temporarily? I desire to know whe- 
ther the staff of that section of Australia 
Flouse. whose present duty it is to look 
after Australian interests and the dis- 
posal of Australian products, consists of 
men who are familiar with our producing 
conditions and have a thorough know- 
ledge of the products that we desire ‘to 
put in increasing quantities on the Home 
“matket. I should be glad if the Trea- 
‘gsurer would also give us a statement 
showing the number of employees in Aus- 
tralia House, and their distribution in 
regard to different interests. Is 1b pro- 
“posed to attach to the staff. officers whose 
‘duty it will be to develop our trading 
conditions? I do not think there Isa 
special section attending to trading in- 
- terests, and, if that» be so, I desire to 
_ ‘know whether there is any attempt to 
utilize the staff of Australia House in co- 
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as to promote Australian inte 
the Treasurer also tell us whe 
tralia House is fully occupied? 
portions of it which are not req 
the purposes of the High Con 
fully leased so that there is 
weight attaching to it? 
I desire now to refer to the div 
‘* Australian Commissioner in 
States of America, £10,890.” — 
Treasurer tell the Committee 
this enterprise, so far as it has 
shown any sign. of justifying the | 
diture upon it, and whether it is int 
to appoint in addition to the Trade 
missioner a High Commission 
United States? Will the Tre T 
form the Committee what inform 
the Government have up to date i 
gard tu the success of the Trade Coz 
sioner there, and whether there is 
promise of greater success in the fut 
The United States. of America is 
country, and I do not think we are h 
to have any practical results from thi 
pointment of one man to represen 
there. I am not opposed to ext 
in these directions if there is a possi 
of-a return, but if these offices a: 
established from a trade point” 
it seems to me that, instead of h 
one man located in one centre, we m 
have a dozen men to cover the d 
areas. : f 


The next matter to which I desi 
refer relates to Commonwealth s 
ing. Having regard to the careful ] 
banding of the finances, this is a subj 
on which the Committee should have so: 
information. : C01 
tion, judging by the reports submi 
us, some really good work has bee 
In the past, for special reasons, t 
of construction, relatively, has been s; 
factory. One reason, I believe, 
fact that the Prime Minister 
Hughes), very wisely, secured an 
standing-—and it seems to have been % 
fective—with the trade unions inyvo. 

that certain conditions should be of 

during the currency of certain coi 
for ship construction. For a tu 
resultant costs of construction pt 
as compared with costs in other 
of the world were eminently — 
tory, but the Committee ought 
















































7.— The en have 
p uilding operations. 
GHARD FOSTER—If what T 
ma ard Ms true, I am very glad that 
‘The Prime Minister ‘sought. 
a al ‘of vat shoes ui and I be- 









ela We raul no auroral 
ial oneal pias Wicd a bi vlasyay 


din Retort: of. cane A ANN that 
is “stall it may vary exten- 


ip, so eh at quoting ae a a certain 
’ or dead-weight tonnage construc- 


4 possibly form any idea as to whe- 
e sane is a satisfactory tender un- 


Deru an the Old Country and 
kg * eke hee neveded Whine con- 


reat going to eh on even terms, or 
rly ‘as possible on even terms, in 
“to cost of construction, we ought 
Wa halt. Take the position of 
S eae: “osele in logimtalhtisg ie 





ie the aye under present con- 
. The reason why the Inter-State 
ing companies are not restoring pre- 
ee is Lie ae are - wreanere: 


she very a, that to 
at the present high-water mark of 
. Subsequent evenis have proved 
en to-day, they can buy tonnage 
Ea om perce less than oa, 







: he POT old 
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rt ‘satisfactory condition ob 


good deal less than it was six months ago. 


has come | down. 








Mr, RIGHARD FOSTERThe Min. 
ister must know that ‘the cost of ship- 
building at Home and in America is a 


‘Mr. Poynron.—The Broken. Hill. Bro- | 


prietary Company are asking us to build 
three ships for them now. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. — hee 
will the Minister let us know what. the sy 
position really is? 2) 

Mr. Maxwerr.—Has the cost of con- ae 
struction receded ‘at Home? ie 

Mr. RICHARD. FOSTER..— The is 
papers say it has. ie 

Mr. Ritey.—Wages have not ne 
down, and material has not gone down. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—In ‘the — 
shipping notes it is reported again and — 
again that the cost of construction has — 
gone down considerably, and that it ist 
still expected ito fall. a 

Mr. Poynron.—Recently “we bad an 
offer to build a shipiof a particular type, 
and I cabled to Mr. Larkin, in England, 


giving him particulars, to find what price . 


that ship could be built for there. The 
price quoted to him came out consider- — 
ably higher than the price quoted here. 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. — ‘Then, — 
will the Minister explain why the ship- 
ping companies ‘in - Australia, wealthy 
companies, companies that have the | 
money, do not build ships to atin those ee 
they have sold? ieee 
Mr. Rinry.—Because they cannot, got 
the plant and machinery. : x 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—That’ ree 
not the reason. ‘The ian gee dg. that they an 
will not. risk it i 


Mr. Gasp. call ational to sts: 
state of the Committee. [Quorum — 
formed, | mye 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER: — -Aus-— 


tralian ‘ship-owners do not, or will not, — 
involve themselves in the aie of supply-. 

ing tonnage up ‘to pre-war figures, be- 
cause they know Ai 
handsomely to wait until the cost of 
shipbuilding goes down. The Minister” Ne 
infers ‘that it has not gone down yet. Age 







any rate, it is expected to come down, — 


and it as the ‘biggest certainty in “the 
world that it will ecome down, ‘as every. 
thing else will. 

Mr. MoWir1r14Ms.—The oe of ships 








it will spay them © 
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: which they want badly, 


e - Estimates — ne 


ees RICHARD FOSTER. — res 
but it is difficult to buy new ships. Aus- 


tralian ship-owners know their business, 
and have refrained from building ships, 
because they 


vould not run the Inter-State shipping 


~ the Inter-State shipping. 


if it were not for the Commonwealth 
withdrawing its oversea vessels to assist 


That is the 


‘position to-day. It is putting the Com- 


for the future. 


monwealth in a very awkward position 
If they are waiting, and 
the Commonwealth withdraws its over- 


‘sea vessels, which have been making a lot 


of money, and puts them into a trade 


where they will barely pay expenses of 


running 





Mr. Ritny.—That is an argument for 


building more ships. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—But who 
is to do it? 


Mr. Rizzy.—The Commonwealth. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER, — And 
why should not the ship-owners, who 
have the Inter-State trade in their 
hands # 

Mr. Rirny.—Because they have not 


the same interest in the country that the 


Government. have. . 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—The point 
I emphasize is that if the Commonwealth 
does it when nobody else will, then, when 
normal conditions come, the Common- 


wealth will have to compete at a very 


great disadvantage. Incidentally the -re- 
duced profits of Commonwealth shipping 
are, to some extent, the result of the 


Commonwealth having to withdraw its 
ships from ‘oversea work, and from the 
big profits they were making, in order 


‘to come and assist the Inter-State trade. 


~I wish the Government to tell us their 
policy 


in this regard, and to state 
whether they are justified, on the very 
top of the market, when everybody 
knows that there is going to be a.slump 
in every industry, in going on with ship 
construction, particularly if the indus- 
trial unions will not give a fair deal. If 
they do not, I hope the Prime Minister 
will keep the promise he has made to the 
House two or three times, 
will not build another ship until they do. 


Mr. ATKINSON (Wilmot) [5.20].— 


The Prime Minister’s Department seems 


to be one of those which grow with light- 


ning rapidity. People often say that if 
the Government start a Department it 


will become a huge affair in a very little 


many of its activities and many of 


; un 
and that he 


if it were not for the Department 


os 








































a “This Depainent | 
small way eight or nine years age 
has certainly developed to v Jv. 
dimensions. No doubt the war | 
good deal to do with its rapid 
I cannot see much use for it. | 
if it ought ever to have existed. 
nothing that it did throughout ~ 
that could not have been just as we 
by other Departments, with the additic 
of proper experts, at the’time, Pees 
Mr. Grecory.—It ought not to be 
regular administrative Department. 
Mr. ATKINSON.—It ought ao 
There is, strictly speaking, no portio 
of Prime Minister. The Department v 
started by Mr. Fisher, and there 1 
really no reason for its creation. Strict 
it ought not to be there. However 
there, and I should like to know fr 
the Treasurer whether it is to be 
duced. Now that the war is over, 


matters with which it deals now al t 
which, more or less, fit themselves pre 
perly into other Departments, to be ta 
away from it, or done away with al 
gether? Is the Prime Minister's 
partment to be cut down to a small afi 
again? Last year the vote was £199) 
and the expenditure £309,000. 
year the vote is £304,000, and if t 
penditure is to ‘exceed the vote in 
same proportion it will reach £500,0 0 
before the twelve months are out. oF 
that the war is over, there is no neec 
to extend the Department. It ought t 
be contracted, and, if it does con 
the staff ought to be reduced. I supp 
the present staff are all members « 
Public Service, and, if work cann 
found for them in the Prime Ministe 
Department, they will-have to be fart 
out somewhere else. That is all” 
but, when their term is up, there ¥ 
no ‘need to appoint successors to 
brat rq if the Mes contin 


aa would be doing aoe as 
effective work pass Bue other ae ] 


day, that if we ‘did away with eer 
partment we should not save anyth: 
I think we should save a good dea. 


in existence to-day, all the work w 
be done with very much fewer | 
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ugh ti Behe! Devacuente , “There 
¢ “not be the same circumlocution 
duplication in many ways, and we 


inistrative expense. 

n item of £13,000 appears for the 
keep of Australia House.” Last 
the vote was £9,000 and the expen- 
ure £12,600 odd. What is exactly in- 
ved in the upkeep of that establish- 
? Surely it has got into its stride? 
‘would think that the cost. of upkeep 
iid not be on the increase. Last 
£320 was estimated for rent, and 
expenditure amounted £1,535. Yor 
“current year the Estimate is £450. 
should like to know what that item 
‘epresents. Why is the salary of the 
ecretary to the Prime Minister’s Depart- 
i ent to ke advanced to £1,250 when the 
salaries of other departmental heads are 
creased only to £1,000 or £1,100? 
Mr. Bruce.—That was dealt with in 
the recommendations of Mr. Gibson. 
Sir Joszrpx Coox.—He recommended a 
ary of £1,250 for that position, and 


ATKINSON.—I had forgotten 
that Pee teroendation, At any rate, I 
ask the Treasurer to let the Committee 


Department may be 
At see it seems to be 
a number of activities that 
controlled by other 


regret that the Brice setae 

\ | Gupeaee is being’ taken as a whole. 

ie Mr. McWiriiams.—We can still deal 
with any item. 


but not any particular 


for ieepldastion. The honorable member 
; ae Wilmot (Mr. Atkinson) referred to 
ie fact oan the vote for last he was 





uld certainly save a “t deal of 


some of the other ee a he cant 
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quires some explanation, not only of the — 
but also of the extra- — 


increase {itself, 
ordinary blunder that must have been 
made in estimating the expenditure of 
the Department. If in any ordinary 
commercial concern that was at all worried 
as to what its outgoings would be, the 
expenditure actually exceeded the esti- 
mate by 50 per cent., 
at hand. That increase in expenditure 
should be explained to the Committee. I 
do not credit the suggestion that we may 
get another 50 per cent. increase on the 
estimate for the current year. 
does happen the position will be dis- 
astrous, because the expenditure will then 
be in the vicinity of £450,000. I assume 


that the Pacific Islands ui be admin- 


istered by the Prime Minister’s Depart- 
ment, and, having regard to the obliga- 
tions we have undertaken in respect of 
them, the expenditure provided for on 
these Estimates is very small. The Com- 
mittee should know exactly what is to be 
done in regard to those Possessions, 


ing, and from their own revenue pay all 
alministrative expenses, 
cost of their administration is to be met 


“out of the revenue of the Commonwealth. 
The 


item for .contingencies should be 
looked at carefully. Whilst it was 
estimated last year at £12,000 the actual 
expenditure was £18,000. If honorable 
members will take a careful suryey of the 
Estimates they will notice that increased 
expenditure on contingencies is an un- 
happy habit that all Departments have 
developed. Invariably, the estimated 
amount is exceeded, and a further vote 
becomes necessary. Some word of warn- 
ing ought to be uttered that these addi- 
tional amounts will not be voted without 
full inquiry as to the responsibility for the 
original underestimate. This 
creates a suspicion that the Departments 
are trying to hoodwink Parliament by 
placing on the Estimates the minimum 
amount, and trusting to luck to get a 


further vote when the original estimate is 


exceeded. The item for the maintenance of 
motor cars, including wages and expenses 


of chauffeurs, should be explained. My 


experience has taught me that this is 
an item that one must watch, otherwise 


it will eat up a large sum of money. Last 
year, the House voted for this service 
totalled — 

£3, 831, whilst the estimate for this ire | 
wy £3,500, 


£1,250, but the expenditure 


practice 


\ 7 ' ay Faia y ah ( j 
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a crisis would’ be 


Tf, that. : 


and - 
whether they are to be made self- support- 


or whether the | 


T, personally, have on my i 


of temporary assistance. 





Sp aiilens aah, fons a Ce aga con- 
taining between thirty and forty cars, — 
and I know that, unless there is extra- 
- ordinarily careful supervision, there is 
nothing that has the same power of eat- 
-ingup money as has a garage and all the 
accessories of motor cars. Amongst other 
items ia regard to which we should have 
some information is the estimate for the 
Basie Wage Commission, which has. al- 
ready cost £11,494. A Paviiey expendi- 
ture: of £10,000 is provided for on the 
Estimates. When we are spending money 
at that rate we ought to have some state- 
ment as to the progress that is being 
made, and the indications of whether or 
not a useful purpose is likely to be 
served. There is.an item of £1,450 asa 
“payment to the International Agricul- 
tural Institute at Rome. . Is that re- 
eurring or, non-recurring expenditure? 
It is hopeless: for the Committee to try 
to deal with all the items in this Depart- 
ment. It is only possible to concentrate 
on a few which honorable members. re- 
gard as hopelessly extravagant, and take 
a vote upon a proposal to reduce them. 
That is the only way in which we shall 
be able to do any good. For the travel- 
ting expenses of “Commonwealth Min- 
_-isters £1,000 is set down. Everybody will 
agree that Ministers should be recouped 
all expenses they incur while travelling 
" the business of the country. 


Mr, Gexcory.—We want the Ministers 
| to travel. 7 
>.) Mr: BRUCE.—Yes. This ois. a new 
item on the Estimates, but I think ex- 
-penditure of this character: should be 
considered on the basis of what is reason- 
able and useful. It is items of this kind, 
which, though small in themselves, i 
the aggregate inflate the Estimates to 
‘startling fleures. The Audit Office shows 
an, increase of £6,000. in the expenditure 
on, salaries, but there is a compensating 
feature in a saving of £3,250 in. respect 
Is there the 
“same requirement for the services of the 
_ Audit Department as there was during 
‘the period of enormous war expenditure? 
_ Although the expenditure is reduced very 
| little this year, it is mainly represented. 
by large items rather than those detailed 
items that require the constant attention 
of an audit staff. I doubt whether the 
_ reduction that is shown is all that could — 


 optithistic estimate that tempor 













































siviticons’ : ih hee owernor- 

partment, £2,500 “is: set pps 
telegrams and: postage; although 
“ penditure last. year Weis! £4,207. 
merely a recklessly / ‘optimistic 
which we have no hope of realiz 
though the war. is. over, the 
between the Mother Country 
tralia are daily becoming clos 
there are more matters of detai 
dealt with by letter: and cable: — 
fore, I doubt very much whethe 
duction that is estimated will b 
In connexion with the High 
sioner’s Office there are numerou 
to which I do not wish to refer : 
tail, but again there seems to be a 


sistance and typists will cost only 
this year as against an actual 
ture last year of £10,704. The 
for last year was. ‘£4, 500, ow. 
Seyret by over £6 000. a shou! 


increase on bis estimate. Hea | 
ing the resources of the Comm 
the estimated expenditure | is. £é 
same as the vote for last year. B 
advertising is an activity that will 
under the. control of the imma; 
authorities to a large extent wh 

are established ? | 


Sir Joseru. Coox.—Yes, ae 
in some of the other items are | 
for in the same way.’ 

Mr. BRUCE.—I suggest De 
tising is one service that certainly 
be transferred to the immigration 
rities. It is beyond the power of 
body to. offer any suggestion in 168 


Commonwealth shipbuilding — 
Commonwealth Government © 
steamers. Whilst it may be necessary 


these items of expenditure to be- 
in, the Kstimates, they can cony 
thing to any honorable member. — 
Sir Josern Coox.—On the | 
these activities cost nothing, 
Mr, BRUCE.—The point I w 
stress is that these expenditures 
eurred, and that we should be in a 
tion. to receive the full st. informatic 





tures as the Commo wealth’ 
line or ship. construction. branch. 
ch that, 0 bas: ami is " 










































ore fueoca bie esis the full- 
ticulars, we shall have to take a 
emphatic course. By requesting 
te information, I do not mean in- 
on such as the type of detail 
ally supplied concerning Govern- 
‘industrial matters. In regard to 
Jjommonwealth Woollen Mills, for 


ty of detail which must have cost 
derable money, time, and trouble 
ae Yet, all those details afforded 
after one ep 


private undertaking. That is to say, the 
yas responsible should furnish a 
ance-sheet showing the amount otf 
jital put in by the Government, the 
assets held by the enterprise sea se 
- advance 


wh a if ity, ae we a been 
“made by the venture in question during 
ne financial period under review. 


Mr. Grecory. — I have extracted 
promises to that effect time and again, 
_they have never been ‘carried out. 


BRUCE.—The Government who 
not regard such requests are head- 
for disaster. This year there has 
put down a sum of £3,000,000 with 
hi We would con- 
if—after 


Peailed, to secure full information 
the time came to consider where our 
money had gone, what had been done 
it, and what amount of return we 
ht reasonably look for. 

\nother matter requiring imperative 
idération is, as to. whether great 
rprises, such as those to which I have 
alluding, should continue to be con- 
Hed by one or two men. In all these 
nd there are. at the most, but two 
: ie responsible ‘head. of tha Depart- 
| le it remains with the Minister, 


which is) ae than Ne ee any patti 
: terprise an Australia. What would be 
. conditions if these ea were 


any private. Sieprise care to Hikice the 
seid me Bee and of diaeersti in 
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the hands and at the mercy of one indi : 
vidual, so that success or failure would — 
depend solely upon his brains, or lack of — 
them? If we are to continue to run’ a 
Commonwealth line of vessels and a Com- 
monwealth shipbuilding enterprise as an 
ordinary trading or commercial ais ge: 
there must be a change of control, so 
that our Commonwealth money shall na 
depend for its safekeeping ! 
being upon the mind of one man more or 
less ‘adequately equipped to hold such 
authority and responsibility. 

Mr. Grecory.—And this matter of 
shipbuilding and ship running should 
not remain in the Prime Minister’s De- 


‘partment. 


Mr. BRUCE.—It is a question whe- 
ther all these enterprises should not be 
placed specifically under a kind .of Go- — 
vernment Commercial Venture Depart-— 
ment. However, I fear that, if I were 
to advocate that, it would be taken 
rather as a confirmation of the policy 
itself, and I am not attracted by that 
prospect. 

‘I desire to refer now to the position of 
the Australian Commissioner. in America. 

Mr. Maxwrertzi—The Prime Munister 
promised the House a statement regard- 
ing his functions and status generally. 

Mr. BRUCGCE—I agree that we should . 
be furnished with particulars defining, © 
for example, the Commissioner’s actual 
duties and responsibilities, and that we 
should be informed, also, how far suecess- 
ful or otherwise his activities have been. 
Opportunity should be given Parlament 
to consider the question of trade commis- 
sioners as a whole. To-day Australia is 
in a very fortunate position in that what- 
ever she can offer the world in the line 
of primary produce is, generally, readily 
absorbed. ‘Here, though, I should not | 
forget to mention that we are now wit- | 
nessing the turn of the tide with respect 
to our lower grade wool. Our fortunate 
position. will not continue indefinitely, 
Let us consider. our great commodity 
which has so stood by us, and as 
coming to our rescue more emphatically 


than ever, and which will be our salvation — 
Thieeane 


in the future. J refer to wheat. 
matter of extraordinary good fortune that 
we should be in a position to dispose of 


our wheat, and obtain not merely a good, — ‘ 


but a really high, price for it. I had-con- a ; 
sidered that when the war was over it | 


and well-. - 





abe 


x southern States, valuable 





pose of our wheat. 
extremely high prices ruling 
_ that more land than ever hefore would be 
put under wheat. This was actually 


occurring in the Argentine, and in 
Canada, and the United States of 
i Maeriba: Even the cotton lands of the 


as they were 
for cotton production, were being put 
under wheat because growers were at- 
‘tracted by the prices which would be 
available to them. I had considered, 


therefore—and so had vewy many others. 
_-—that so soon as the war was over there 
ase be an enormous recrudeseence of” 
a _wheat-growing. I had thought that prac- 
ue aieally the whole of Europe would be 


sown for wheat again, instead of which, 
however, we have witnessed the outbreak 
of more wars, and have learned of even 
less production than during the worst of 
the war years. © The whole of Russia’s 
ae for instance, have been cut off 
‘from ‘the markets | of the world, or 
“Russian fields have not been go% wn; but 
had Europe gone in for wheat-growing 
-wpon the enormous scale which was 
_ feasonably expected, we would not have 
been able to give our Australian wheat 


' away overseas within a matter of eighteen 
months or two years from the termina- 


diow of the war. That position, even 
now, is likely to arise some day; and we 
should not forget that, of all: the wheat- 
| producing countries, we arg the furthest 
from the Enropean. market. It ig im+ 
_ perative, therefore, that we should try to 
_ open up the Hast as the great source of 
 Pisposal for our .wheat. With China 
turning every day more and more from a 
_ rice-consuming to -a wheat-consuming 
country, Australia has probably a better 
| (oan than any other part of the 
world to dispose of her wheat in the 
Fast. There, however, we have not been 
De teclaie our interests. 
_ pointed commissioners or agents; and, if 
we do not soon do so, then, despite the 
ot that we are the nearest wheat-pro- 


_ ducing country and the most readily able 


to furnish supplies, our chance will have 
been lost. 





i ‘ Mr. Hay-—It does not ea us any 


more to send cur wheat to Great ‘Britain 
“than Western Canada. {DRS AM eat fit 
- ie Bruce. | LO AT LORY 





\ would a iene impossible for us AS dis 
[T had in mind the 
, and the fact. 


the — Australian 


eG made: 


We have not ap- 
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ined prices ihek we. are ab 
Canada is more able to redu 
in order to get her wheat to the 
we are able to furnish brea | 
wheat out of Australia. (ae 
Sir Josrpn Coox.— —When 1 
ister for “Agriculture in New 
Wales, some twenty years ago, aw 
specific inquiries, and learned tha 
freights were only" about the sam 
ruled in Canada. 
Mr BRUCE.-—Ag" dhe Minis te 
that was a matter of twenty yearg 
I travelled through - Canada so: 
years ago, and had the facts of 
tion pointed out to me. . The 
there 1 is the factor of the openi 
Panama Canal; \that great Ww 
not in existence ‘at the time of th 
ter’s inquiries. However, LT 
desire to raise the point. at ‘this | 
priate opportunity, and to stress 
must consider the policy of f 
trade — Tepresentat 
OE ON STS in the East. Ey 


hiey Wii oe for. having gone “in 
siderable detail upon specific iter s 
my heal has been. directed to. Ay 





less underestimation, We. 
attention to some of the 


wink a ial | eye upon all ie: 
that the eal be Increase 


There is “ieee rea on 
justification for underestimating 
should be able to look for ‘som 
from this source yy means of Te 


Ur abateent of estan require 
Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) 


missioner in America i is set dow 


and, in another, pee 
£2,000 | is provided. 
simttag (Sum. ae 


different 
with respect to the sa 



































on ould be acquainted with the future in- 


* Mr. CORSER (Wide Bay) 


nese 


‘ um 


sioner himself, and his pane in 
merica, the Government might well 
mish a full statement of particulars. 
ho is this gentleman, and what is he 
ing in America What is the nature 
is staff, and what is the establish- 
nt. generally costing? <A friend of 
ne, who arrived in Australia a fort- 


“night ago from America, said he did not 


know where to find the Australian Com- 
missioner.  Hventually, after consider- 
able inquiry and search, he discovered 
fim in the eighth story of a_ building; 
but. practically nobody knew where he 
was or wnat he was doing. What 18 the 
ommissioner doing for the benefit of 
ustralia? The cost of his establish- 


pet down here at £12,000. It is a large 


ty. 


‘item. Is it justified, or is it likely to be 


jl stified 7 2. 


[5.52 ].— 
_ Without unreasonable delay Parliament 


tentions of the Government concerning 
shipbuilding. It is of no use to car ry on 


licy would only ‘igeuaiod people who 


4 ave put large sums of money into the 


gusiness. They did so because it was un- 
derstood to be the policy of the Govern- 


dustry in Eiptralis: Tt ne Hea re- 
arked that the difficulty has been to 


an uild ‘aS cheaply here as in Great Britain. 


At present vessels cannot be built, more 


x aes in a United Kingdom tHan we 


1 W that it is itanded to deflect 
per cent. of import duty in 
exion with vessels to arrive for 
rState service after a given 


e. Hven if the cost of construction 
cS United Kingdom, or in other parts 
ne world, were to drop, the outcome 


cent.., would still favour the Hon eeuabion 
shipping in the Commonwealth. We 
vessels are now required 


_ around our coasts, and that there is not 


sufficient tonnage available. If no ships 
‘light draught are built or brought into 
ustralian waters during the immediate 


ment in the United States of America is’ 


future, then, during the next sugar season 
Queensland, there will poh be sufficient 
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shipping to handle the Eaniaaey Theta! 
is a certain class of vessel of low draught 
but we | 
have not sufficient of that tonnage avail-') «. 
able now. 


which is suitable for this trade, 


Something should be done 
now to insure our getting the sugar away 
from Queensland ports as speedily as 
possible after manufacture. 


at the different ports in Queensland; 
and, if the sugar:is left stacked there 
for any length of time, it may be 
considerably damaged, if not utterly de- 


stroyed, by cyclones or floods. I am 
giving this information to the Trea-— 
surer, because I think that, in matters 


of this kind, 


in advange. 


we should make provision 
I should like the right hon- 


Lorable gentleman tg know what one firm 
alone has done as the result of entering — 


into a contract for the manufacture of 
a certain class of steamers. Under the 


heading of ‘‘ Preparatory work,’’ they 
say— 
To. show how important it is that there 


should be a definite programme extending over 


a period of several years, I desire to point out. 


that before we could do a single thing to- 
wards starting on the present contract for 
four ships for the Commonwealth Government 
we had to lay down slips, pile same, amount- 
ing to hundreds of piles, erect uprights and 
staging, manufacture machines, such as 
punching and shearing machines, hydraulic 
and manhole punching machines, bending 
machines, rolls, furnaces, bending blocks, 
serieve boards, mould loft and _ plant, 
machines of all descriptions. This has been 
done at an expense of something like £40,000. 
This is only on preparatory work, and has 
nothing to do with the actual building of the 
ships. 


I am sure honorable members will see 


that if all this money has to be expended 


for the purpose of making these slips 


effective for the construction of vessels, 


the owners of the slips should be in- 
formed as soon as possible of what is to 
be the future policy of the Government. 
To make a success of shipbuilding in 
Australia it is absolutely essential to give 
confidence to both employer and em- 


ployee: that the Government should have 
a defence programme extending over a 


period of years to encourage private 
firms to thoroughly equip, and enable 
them to compete in the open market 


with Great Britain, Japan and America. 


It would also help to steady the workmen. | 
We have an assurance from Ministers in 


the imposition of an extra duty upon the — 


© dl 


There is no. 
room to accumulate large stocks safely 


and 


TS 


: Subcration of vessels that hoy intend — 
‘that ships shall be constructed here. But 


we do not see any steam-ship companies 


aro 


taking part in the construction of the 


--yessels which will be required by the 


Commonwealth within the next year or 
I ask the Treasurer whether he 
ean say when the shipbuilding policy of 
the Government will be announced to the 
country, so that the necessary prepara- 


tions may be made, and these people may 
know precisely where they stand. Jf we : 
- give a guarantee to them which will ex- 


tend over a definite period, we shall natur- 


ally get work done very much cheaper 


than we can get “ catch” work: done, such 
as obtains at present. In Newcastle, we 


are encouraging large steel works to pro- 
duce plates for the construction of ships; 


and, naturally, if they are to incur an 
enormous expense to enable them to pro- 


_ wide plates 6 feet wide, they should have 
“some assurance that those plates will be 
utilized promptly within the Common- 


wealth. ‘Otherwise, the money. which 
they are expending to provide the 
necessary facilities to. produce the 
plates will be practically unproduc- 
tive. Recently I visited the steel 
works in Newcastle, and had a _ talk 
with the manager there. From him 


dT learned that the cost of manufacturing 


these plates is a very considerable one, 
and that the company is trusting to the 


Commonwealth Government to put for- 
ward a shipbuilding policy which will 
warrant the expenditure which it is now 
incurring. 
_public as scon as possible in order 


That policy should be made 
that 


shipbuilders may know exactly where 


States 


7 $4,837 upon the vote for last year. 


item. 


further. 


| they stand. 


Sir ROBERT BEST (Kooyong) 


_{6.0].—In the Prime Minister’s Depart- 
"ment, | 1 


notice an item which reads, 
“ Australian Commissioner in the United 
Grown merch,’ SLO S00 8 saad: | ob 
observe that this represents a decrease of 
! Just 
as I entered the chamber, the honorable 


“member for Flinders (Mr. Bruce) was 


making a reference to this particular 
I certainly think that the Com- 
mittee is entitled to further infermation 
im regard to it; but I wish to go a-step 
The Prime Minister intimated, 
some little time ago, that a departure was 


‘about to be made, in regard to which I 































































aaa! a5 reason of it dowtien 
the United States of America, and | 
fact that a great many questions | 
arise ds: ‘between eee tie 
ai can vite no yee what 


co 


tralia and Ameriaan ail ie 
indeed. Such questions, if bh 
arisen in the past, have been settled 
the most satisfactory. manner through 
Foreign Office of the British Gove: | 


= 


their © Pihbacsy in this Unie 
America—an rege which — 


and aaah exerts a vast 
Necessarily, it is im a position 
with any questions which may 
between Australia and America ir 
infinitely better way than we could 

with them. The ae ne of the p. 
such as to suggest to us the desirabl 
of continuing the 
diplomatic unity so far as the e 
Empire is concerned. I can. ante 
stand even the possibility in the 
of the Dominions agreeing amongst 
selves to representation side by side 
the - iluanaes ae at Waele 


represented. But I de not say igh 
course is necessary, nor do I thin 
it is. I can, however, underst 
movement amongst the Dominions 
direction. But for Australia to a 
to establish a diplomatic represen 
in America would be a grave mi 
and would Sonshine a | Ser1OUs | oe 


Mr. Grucory.—That is not int 
is it? It is merely a. Trade Commi or 
who has been appointed in the Uni 
States of America. Ne ae 

Mr. Maxweri.—tI put a ques or 
the Prime mc ee me 











ju. tie House with a statement as 


Abs 


rg _Bisiealta at co 1a 
ainst this step on the ground that 
1 be a wanton and unnecessary: act 
e e days: of economy. That, how- 
is a minor matter as compared with 
pote Sen consideration, which 


Bp Tica would reauliy in eee a 
which we at present can_ scarcely 
8. The possibility of Australia 
es Shige a different voice from that 


d that Hg Bae ce aaa in this 
of £10,890 any money towards the 
blishment of a diplomatic represen- 
a in America. I would nee that, # 


he ioe Ganchentional In- 
al Conference. Hitherto we have re- 
in our ability to speak with a 
voice so far as the Empire is. con- 
But, ift.a se it of this ‘kind 


oe as Panu, Nas unneces- 
‘I cannot conceive what can be 
tification for such a suggestion on 
t of Be Prime Minister. There 
a good deal to be said for 
ointment in other parts of the 
of Trade Commissioners, who 
ould aim at the development of the 
ercial and trading interests of Aus- 
: That: is very desirable, and the 
tions of the Australian Commissioner 
rail already been appointed to the 


« in view. 
lien it comes to a ae of the 
: a acetal eaten on be- 


ae oe and ‘hss alae 


I pro- 


x 







during the war. 





Mr: Gnrecory. — Before. onead 
money elsewhere ought we not to put. one, 
house in order in Great, Britain, so far 
as the High Commissioner’s Office is con= te \ 
cerned? “Ms i 


Sir ROBERT BEST.—Hitherto rT 
have refrained from criticismg our un- 
fortunate position in regard. to the High — 
Commissioner’s Office in the Mother _ 
Country. 
credit to Australia, and, indeed, has con=—_ 
stituted a very serious difficulty. The | 
utter inefficlency of that Department — 
during the war period, so far as trade — 
and commerce is concerned, was very — 
marked. It was in a condi of such > 
hopeless confusion that we were quite un- 
able to get any business satisfactorily 
transacted there. My object in rising — 
was to ask for an assurance from the — 
Treasurer that this item for £10,890 


does not include any contemplated ex- 


penditure in regard to the appointment 
of a diplomatic. representative at Wash- — 
ington. 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [6.10].—In 
dealing with this: Department—now that 
the debate upon the want. of confidence 
motion has been. concluded—I, hope that 
honorable members will take an inde-. 
pendent stand in regard to any items 
upon the Estimates which they may con- 
sider exhibit a lack of appreciation of 
the urgent need which exists for the © 
exercise of the most stringent economy. 
T have no desire to embarrass the Govern-. 
ment or the Treasurer, but I do think 
that, with the enormous responsibilities © 


‘with which we are faced, it is our duty 


to reduce our expenditure as much as we 
reasonably can. I am no advocate for — 
foolish economy; there are many ways 10 


which we can advertise and build up this 


country, and it would be foolish not to 
spend money for that purpose. I may — 
be wrong, of course, but, in my opinion, — 
I think that the Prime Minister’s Depart-_ 


ment should not be regarded as a general 


administrative Department. The Prime — 
Minister himself has duties so multi-— 


farious that he cannot give that attention _ 
to his administrative work that Ministers — 


of other Departments are able to give. 
It must not be fersotten that the Prime — 





Minister’s Department is not really a De- ei 
partment, but merelv a branch, which 


has grown up recently, and particularly metal 
Now af penne) ake hr. 























































That office is certainly no 
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- Estimates — 


be described as a huge administrative De- 
partment with many sub-Departments. 
There has not been that building up in 
connexion with this 


others, which have taken years to grow, 
and have produced speciallv-trained offi- 


number of sub-Denartments 


- applies to other Departments: 
ease of the Prime Minister’s Department 


cers. For instance, under the Depart- 
ment for Home and Territories quite a 
have been 
gradually built un. and the same remark 
but in the 


its growth has been sudden, and has not 
produced that wealth of experience we 
find elsewhere. In saying this I’ have no 


desire to reflect on anv of the officers, be- 


yond saying that thev have not the ad- |, 
vantage 


te ments. 


of that life-time experience 
which is at the service of other Depart- 
The other dav the Treasurer 
asked for instances of where the Prime 
Minister’s Department had interfered 
with other Denartments. It is a fact 
that. not content with the control of mat- 


ters strictly within its purview under the 


“ment have continually 


Estimates. the Prime Minister’s  De- 
partment and the Attornev-General’s De- 
interfered with 
other work. As an illustration, the ques- 
tion of the export of metals ought to be 
under the sole control of the Department 


_of Trade and Customs; yet when I refer, 


the 


in connexion with this matter, to the 
Minister for Trade and Customs, IT am 
told that it comes within the scope of 
Attorney-General’s | Department. 


Why should the Attorney-General’s De- 


partment interfere in such a matter? Of 
course, I can understand the Minister 


for Trade and Customs seeking legal ad- 


vice from the Attorney-General’ 3 Depart- 


‘A little while ago, 
sided 
Western Australia, 


the Prime Minister’s 


ment, but there should not be the pre- 


Then 
Department has 
interfered with and used in this con- 
nexion the Australian Metal Exchange. 
some people de- 
scrap iron from 
and the whole of 


sent Va al 3 interference. 


to export 


the subsequent trouble arose through 


Department, though, 


the interference of the Prime Minister’s 


Department and the Attorney-General’s 
of course, it is a 
matter for the Department of Trade and 
Customs.. In the case of sugar, we find 


Colonel Oldershaw, an official of the At- 


torney-General’s 
Mr. Gregory. 


Department. - assuming 





_ [REPRESENTATIVES. \" 


Department that- 
there has been in connexion with the 





























control, mikcuet the ‘Minister for 
and Customs meets deputation 
makes pfomises, not only to peop 
side, but to honorable members 
House. In reference to any com 
or works, there ought to be definit ; 
trol of these matters by. deine: De) 


Terrie eK! 
Tt is understood that the Gonads 


propose to appoint Trade Commiissi 1er 
and, if these appointments ~ 
what was indicated by the 
member for Kooyong (Sir Roba 
then, of course, they should be und 


control of the Prime Minister. If 
to. 


point a number of ae Commissi one 
Ministers ought to take honorable x 
bers into their confidence and ex 
how it is proposed by this mean 
build up the trade of Australia. 
quite. agree with the honorable memt 
for Flinders (Mr. Bruce) that 1t 1s pe 
sible to create a big export trade with 
Eastern countries. Recently Mr. W. 
Kingsmill, President of the Légi 
Council of Western Australia, af 
visit toethe north and east, publis 
most interesting report showing the 
possibilities in “this direction. Aa 

‘Sir JosepH Coox.—The other day NM 
J ohn McWhae published a spay 
very interesting report. 


Mr, GREGORY. —If these Con 


expensive men, bak men of cexperiene 
reliability, who will keep in view th 
terests of Australia, and not merely, 
Hp a trade for themselves or. thee fri | 
the state Af the Committee. “ 
formed. 


in such appointments there is an ee : 
0’ grave danger which may anise rl 


Empire. However, we have no kno 
ledge that it is really the intenti 
of the Government to appoint Com 
sloners of the kind at the present # n 














































eal a a eae 
| ec 
ne and ee some good 


hs and a proper 
- teats entered upon, par- 
arly in the Kastern countries, and, 
rhaps, in other parts of the world, 
1 good might be done. However, as 
ae the Prime Minister’s De- 
ent growing enormously. I 
tand ae mover of the amendment 





“subjects hich I think the Com- 
@ might deal with in a- very drastic 
er, and in connexion with which we 
have some explanation from the 
f It is my intention, at the 

‘time, to get the opinion of the 
ittee as to whether or not it would 


to ape’ some of the vine 





) eat to that of some other Micie 
I have urged previously that this 
iid not be the main administrative 


ance, to place shipbiildine under the 
ntrol or another Minister, Then there 
the question of mail services, and the 
‘Pirie wharfs. There is no reason 
why these matters should come 
‘the control of the Prime Minister’s 
| The Minister for Home and 


: not of to say hee concern- 


11$810 I agree with the re- 
ma, te by the honorable member for 
oH d oe sa eee that. we ought to 


. GREGORY. —That i is not so. The 
ha eomber will ind the item in, 


the Tak Patiiiates for® this ones 


With Trade Com-- 


thdraw it SO as to enable the items 


‘ rtment of the Commonwealth. ine 


h ae arama himself, but T° 


oe : W 
doubtedly there was heavier expenditure 
in the High Commissioner’s Office. ce i 





a we 


the war owing to the necessity of meen 


after the interests of Australians at - 
Home, and I make no comment as to the 
cost ae temporary assistance; but we 
are now back to normal times, and the ~ 
expenditure incurred by this office a5 
greatly in excess of the value received. 


The High Commissioner’s Office, like thee 


Agents’-General Departments, should be © 

a fine trading establishment. The Agent- 

General . for " Western Australia, Sir J. 

Connolly, has been doing wonderful work 

in England. i 
Sir Josrpn Coox.—He is a very good 

man. 


Mr. GREGORY.—He is an ordinary, 
but solid and good business man, dae 
alive to the interests of his State. 

Sir JosepH Coox.—And pretty perti- 
nacious. When I was at Home I thought _ 
he was an excellent representative of sia 
State. 


Mr. GREGORY.—He is cndeavennene 
all the time to bring the possibilities of - 
his State before the people of Great Bri- — 
tain. Unfortunatelv. I see no attempt — 
on the part of the Commonwealth High 
Commissioner’s Department to do as well 
for Australia as a whole as the Agen as 
General for Western Australia is doing | 
for his State. And that is what we 
want. Iishould expect a fortnightly letter 
from the High Commissioner ‘telling the 
people of Australia about the possibil-. 
ties of trade development in the Morey : 
Gountry, and how far he was helping _ in 
that direction. 


T notice the immigration vote is not 
included in this Department, and when | 
we come to that vote I shall. want to 
know whether the High Commissioner's _ 
Office is going to work in unison with our 
immigration “officials. In my inde rea . 
the Hich Commissioner should control | 
them. He is the gentleman to whom we 
look for protection of our interests im 
the Mother Country. It is possible at 
an immigration officer might paint too i 
rosy a picture of the conditions. in Ansys 
tralia. The High Commissioner should — 
be able to control and advise the Oo 3 
monwealth Government if good work a 
_ being done in connexion with our immi- 
_ gration Booey. a am greatly in fare 








































































a ‘ ees es AUR 

oe Potion an I do not ane ib $0) 
be possible for any immigrant to be able 
to say honestly that he has been brought 
out here under false pretences. | 
> Mr. Lister.—Thousands have been. 


Mr. GREGORY .—Yes; and when we 
get to the Immigration Department IT in- 
tend to say a word or two with reference 
to an appointment recently made. I do 
not think the Government have selected 
a good man. They should not make any 
appointment as a reward for good and 
loyal political service. We know what 
harm was done in the old days by im- 
migration officers who made specious 
‘© promises to intending immigrants, with 
the result that they did us more harm 
than good. I hope the mover of the 
amendment will withdraw it, so that we 
ae ‘deal with various suib-Departments 
-in the proper way. 


Dr. EARLE PAGE (Cowper) [6: 23). 
+I ask leave to withdraw my amend- 
ment. My intention was merely to 
‘secure an expressicn of opinion from the 
Committee as to the transfer of certain 
activities from the Prime Minister’s De- 
' partment, and, as my purpose will be 
- otherwise uReobed by amendments on 
them, I ask leave to Wathen the amend- 
ment. 

Amendment, by leave, ay eilenes 


Sitteng suspended from 6.29 to 8 p.m. 
Mr. BELL (Darwin)  [8.0].—Last 


week, when speaking on the amendment 
Nnaved by 
_ Franklin ite McWilliams), I intimated 
ere I thought the amount provided for 
the High Commissioner’s Office, London, 
could be reduced. Last year we voted 
£45,123 for this Office, but the actual ex- 
- penditure exceeded the vote by £17,914, 
-and I would very much like to hear from 
the Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook) the 
-Yeason for this huge excess. In any case, 
‘in order to reduce the amount to what 


was placed on the Estimates last year, I 


-move— 

That the proposed vote “High Commis- 
‘sioner’s Office, £53,974,” be reduced by £8,851. 
The High Commissioner’s Office is cost- 
_ ing more than double what it should cost, 
judging the value of the,work done by 
‘the benefits accruing to Australia, and I 


am hopeful that the Committee wilt con- 


sent tO, this reduction as an intimation 





‘ i Eton Bark the 


£800,” 


other item which appears exe ; 


the linorable member for 


The item . Me di 
I think, could very 
struck out, because, as apparently f 
are only twenty-three persons 1 

Office of the High Commission 
seems to be no need for the serv 
a medical officer. No explana 
been ‘given An regard to the” 
£5,000 for “ stationery, travell: 
incidental expenses.” is seem 
amount, but this, again, is an ite: 
I think, could very well be redx 


members. 


“Upkeep of Australia House, 
Last week, I mentioned that At tr 
House had become, to a great oe : 
place of amusement, and it’ i 
evident that, if we are to vi 


but thas again, is an item oe 
could very well be reduced, part 
as it does not) melude taxate 
salaryof the caretaker. There i 
item of £3,400, for “ adver 

sources of Commo Tae tg 


ting ae for se expenditure. 
bai In pik ease, I rigs 





£100,000 has been: ae in ae 
mates for can ee and that ay 


ah ae paeou nee! aierihen 
Australia. The people of the C 
wealth will always be willing to 
efficiency, but I do not think th 
of us can claim that efficiency ail 
displayed in the Office of the High C 
missioner to the value of £53,974. I 
that the decision of the Commie | 


the opinion of honorable membe 
the ‘expenditure, on the High 
sioner’s Office. must be reduced. It. 

task which ought to be undert ken t 
the High | Commissioner himiecl 











om the Government that the 
e his Office must not be any- 
iz like what it is to-day. 


surer) ‘[8.10].—The speech of the 
ra: ble Pee for Darwin (Mr. 




































Scale mennber Dane all about 
utter Wee lie rises. to speak, and, 


rt ua ayeias Bb whi i ie a peidavs there 
e be retrenchment, but about all of 


did make that abavtosstou. He 
at he would like to know something 
he £13,000 for the up-keep of Aus- 
House. 

BeEwt.—It is Sheijae that the item 
-ovide money to maintain a 1 place 
isement in London. 

| COOK. se was in Aus- 


ne be Mails down. as ee 
@iven over to that sort of thing. 
oo is very unfair, and has 


ble member might just as well say 
ause a dinner is held occasionally 
n’s ‘Hall, this House of Parlia- 



















a ‘place of rorPesbiionl. Such af 
m would not be fair, nor are the 
of the honorable member fair as 
| 2 peels House. When I was. 






nee oft a dae in Line uilding 6 
1 in. its history, converts it into © 


a place of icaeane as a ; normal “con 


JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta—. 


wer he honovatite 





dition of affairs is not fair criticism. 
We have built in London a house whic 
cost £1,000,000, and my conviction. is’ % 
that it is worth £1,000,000 a year: 
to Australia, even if it does little more 
than exist as a building. No one ean go. 
through the Strand without stopping to. 
look at it and inquire what it is, to. whom 
it belongs, and all about Australia. There-\ 
fore, ag an advertisement alone, it is 
worth an immense amount of money to — 
us. It houses activities connected with — 
the Oustoms Department, and our N aval mi 
and’ Military affairs. We have a Navy 
officer, who is the liaison officer between 
the Commonwealth Government and the 
Imperial Navy. Dr. Woolnough, one of 
the best officers who has been sent from ° 
our University, inspects our machinery 
‘before it is despatched to Australia. 
We: must have officers to make in- ne 
quiries ‘concerning our naval -require-— 
ments: and keep in touch, as far as. 
possible, with what goes on at the 
Admiralty. These officers are neces- 
sary dnd useful, and are such as we. 
should have in Lindon, | 
‘May I remind honorable members that 
the State Governments are similarly re-. 
presented, as they have their scientific mén 
to advise what should be purchased. If 
honorable members are going to Weis 
with these officers, they had better start 
an agitation for the State Governments — 
to act Similarly, and so maroon Australia — 
that no business at all ‘wil! be done. 
These- representatives. are selected be- 
cause of their special qualifications and 
service, but because they are out of sight | 
and, eenerally, out of mind, some begin — 
to. inne that they are auteente useless, 
and are doing nothing but drawing their 
salaries. These men are busily oe 
throughout the year in performmg use- a 
fil work for the Commonwealth, ‘and’ 
earn their money by working earnestly, a 
laboriously, and sincerely in the interest — 
of Australia, just as if they were right - 
‘under our eyes: The mere fact that we 
do not visit Australia House as we do 
other. Departmenté does not prove that 
these officers are not performing usefu 
work, administratively and. scientificallys 
Australia House is an imposing structure, 
accommodating a number of: activities, oN 
all of which are of use to the Common-— 
cwrealth, and - ‘we count not “digpense with 
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“these activities in Gn to ‘the Navy or 
Army without decreasing the | efficiency — 
of those services. 

Mr. Ricuarp Foster WA do not,’ 
want. to dispense with them; but we de- 
sire to ascertain how the building is let, 
and if all the States have offices there. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK Some of them 
“have. : 

Mr, Brennan.—Does the High Com- 
‘Missioner furnish an annual report? 
'Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Yes. Hon- 
orable members can obtain all the in- 
formation concerning the activities) of 
Australia House in that document, and it 
would be. much better if they perused 
the report, because we would not. then 
. have so much criticism. We shall receive 
in rents from various State Governments 
and from other tenants occupying rooms 
in the building during the year, £23,400. 
The estimated net cost of maintenance is 
£54,128. 


“Dr. Eartze Pacr.—Is that inclusive . 
of interest? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Yes. It must 
be remembered, however, that. if we 


“were not occupying aihicas in Australia 
‘House we would have to rent accom- 
modation elsewhere, the estimated cost 
of which would be £30,000 a year. 
There is. interest and other items ¢on- 
nected with Australia House, and hon- 
orable members. must make up their 
minds whether the expense of this 
agency in London, set against the whole 
activities of the Commonwealth, is worth 
the money or not. ” For ‘instanee, every 
day Australia House is besieged by per- 
sons who go from Australia “to London, 
‘and, on: an average, there is a colony of 
Ee Australians in London. ; 
Mr.- Brrxzr.—And JI have had the 
opinion. of some of those who have re- 
cently visited the building. 

‘Sir, JOSEPH COOK. Re doubt the 
honorable member has; ‘but. I “could 
‘quote opinions quite contrary to those 
which .he would doubtless instance. 
“These gentlemen have, perhaps, been to 
ee House, and have net been 

ated in what ‘they consider a proper 

manner. The honorable’ member could 
probably. criticise the treatment: shown ‘to 
visitors in other Government Departments 
in Australia, because, occasionally, per- 
sons visiting Commonwealth Departments 
here. she rei eee ad receive ais courtesy 

































the 5, ,000 uctraliant abe are per ! 
jin London. I do not suggest that t re 
3,000 persons are there the whole 
but. on an ii bei are 3,000 


: tiga 
visitors return without have gait 
they desired. 


There are many who go to ; 
tralia Hotse to obtain particulars 
cerning’ ‘Australia and its’ comm 
interests, arid altogether, the Comm 
wealth Offices are serving a very use 
‘purpese ‘in that respect. Hot 
memibers must not lose sight of t 
that immigration is going on all th 
‘even when no special effort is in Be 
because ships are continual] 
new settlers to Australia. A 
people are dealt with at Australia He 
and the tact that ovr officers there 
conducting a publicity campaign, ¢@ 
facilitating the movements of these pe : 
be el ee ey a geeady stream 201 


coming in driblets we Swe. aie im Ta 
organization, to considerably increase t 
number, We do not see or hear 
that is being done, but that is no 
why we should say t that our repr 
tives are not doing anything. 


Mr. 


Hig are taking steps to. re- -organize 
nole immigration question, and 
sendihg to England . Mr. Percy Hu 
tho will be associated with ie i 
Commissioner. 

Mr. Lavette.—A ‘Nationalist 
VAs: sedi nat 
Sir JOSEPH COOK. He i is not. 

Mr. 
new High Commissioner ? ries 

Sir JOSEPH COOK. ST het ‘is 
than I can tell the honorable member, 
I have not the remotest idea; but Ptr 
that he will be a good man. . a 

Mr. Be.i—lIf ‘the Treasurer will ¢ 
me to select the High Commissioner I 
prepared to withdraw my amendme 

Sir JOSEPH COOK. —That appr 
be a fair offer. . 

As to the upkeep. an Avistraliag ) 
¥) ise remind. honorable one 


4 wr " 





























: yee “of maintaining any faatae 
tior ‘in ‘London is naturally very heavy. 
uded_ in the items under this seit 


Other items are 
£1,500. a page 
The 


a items which include rates oF 
ces. house requisites, engineering and 
mery repairs, electric clocks, automatic 


window breakages. I do not know 
at ake have been aes to incur that 


ES ‘doing there, I eee igi make ox 
general observation to enable honorable 
mbers to make up their minds whether 


_MeWrurans. srUF Ds it 


he se of Smad to re-organize it. 
Mr. MocWitirams.—Does not the 
_ Treasurer think that the new Commis- 
sioner should undertake the work of re- 
organization ? 

_ Sir JOSEPH COOK-—There may be 


ae Lavette. a Mr. Percy Hunter 
> be goed the next High Commis- 


ur a COOK-—That elie ae 
By in Be office that has arisen 


has fopn in Teen for many years 
ting as medical referee for the Govern- 
Le ont, ‘inspecting immigrants and super- 
vising the medical work in connexion with 
_ their oe from London. It is not 


Rin ‘than any ‘then sabe ay in the 
orld. Honorable members know quite 
rell that Sweden, and the Netherlands— 
ery small, communities — have their 
cers in Australia, and if eiey consider 
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it desirable to be represented in an ‘outs 
post of the world such fs this it should ~ 


surely pay us to have our officers in the - 
The same © 
remark will apply to. the United States 
and ‘Canada, again, has to | 


great metropolis overseas. 
of America ; 
my knowledge had a Commissioner in Aus- 

‘tralia ‘for the past twenty years, 
would not maintain a representative here 
if her people did not find that it Yaa 
them to do so. 


Mr. Berit.—My amendment is not toy te 


the abolition of the office. | 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—No; it is to out 
cut the vote that keeps the office in 
existence. The honorable member would 
not abolish the office, but he would not 
provide anything to keep it going. 

Mr. 
size of the staff there? se 

Sir SAOSEPH OOOK. Mey are 
twenty-three provided for in these Esti- 
mates; but there are also the other activi- 
ties that I have mentioned. ‘We have a 
Naval staff and a Military staff in London. 


and. ' 


Ricuarp Foster. Wha ds the 


Colonel Buckley is our military repre- — 


sentative, a business man of independent 
means, who was one of the best officers we 
ever had in the Defence Department here. 
He is a well-to-do man, but in London, as 


in Australia, he keeps at his post for 


sheer love of the work. There ig not a 
harder worker in London than he. 

Mr. Maruzws.—Who is the officer in: 
charge of the publicity branch? 

Sis JOSEPH COOK.—Captain Smart. 
He was originally a journalist in Aus- 
tralia; I think on the Sydney Morne 
Herald. 2 

Mr. Marnews.—Is he connected with 
immigration or with election matiers? 


, Sir JOSEPH COOK.—He is con- 
cerned. with immigration chiefly, and 
general publicity work. {He has been im 
London for a good many years now, and 
conducts campaigns to assist immigration 
and the general advertising of the re-- 
sources of Australia. Work of this kind 
is going on all the year round, and to— 
assess its value aright it would be neces-- 


sary to investigate its effects upon’ the — 
and the | 


relations between Australia : 
United Kingdom, and the benefits it con- 


fers upon this community in all sorte of | 


Week 
i; 


ways, © : 
Mr. RicHarp Roce Wa the large” 
sum spent last year war expenditure? 


i 


Vylay aN oe AK - os 14 bt ls ak, if 
D { Lure fe ae) ey) ane ; a a TY 
ae ¥ Ny Bes «i i os f iz in ye . Naty 
A sais a A teh TNE i a Ua ic 
i ua ys ee RA | is i CG at 4 19 “ay nat =e a We 
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Sir JOSEPH COOK. ie 


war claims came in from time to time. 


Weare getting back to normal, and ex- . 


eet that the amount set ‘down for this 
year will carry us through the whole 


) twelve months. 


Mr. Ricuarp Fostrr.—The vote here 


this year is only £10,000 less than the ex- 


penditure: of last year. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Many of the 
war activities are charged to various ac- 
~ counys under Defence and Navy. The 


amount in the Estimates immediately. be- 


but circumstancés 
_ altered by the war. 
“Empire requires us to maintain a Min- 
ister for External Affairs, as do also our~ 
eS ponsibilities 1 in the Pacific and our con- 
“pexion with the League of Nations. 


fore us provides for the activities of Aus- 


4 bralia House alone, for this year only. 


- It has been suggested that many of the 


ms pes dealt with by the Prime Minister 
. should be transferred to the administra- 


tion of other Departments. The Prime 


“Minister’s Department is one that cannot 


be done without, 
Mr. ArKrnson.—Was it necessary in 


‘the first instance? 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Yes. 


Mr. 
1 ing you say that it was not. | 
‘Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Perhaps: so; 
have, been entirely 
Our status ain the 


‘ 


It 
aiust not be forgotten that the Common- 


wealth started with a Department of Ex- 


ternal Affairs. _ That Department has 


‘been merged in the Prime Minister’s De- 


partment. 

‘Mr. - McWittiams. With. a. lot’ of 
others. 
Sir JOSEPH. COOK. That may Be 
so. Criticise him as you may, the, Prime 
Minister (Mr. Hughes) has, during the 
past twelve months, since his return from 
Europe, saved this country many 


hundreds of thousands of pounds by keep- 


ing the industrial aDenoe, That is an 
activity centred in his Department. ~ It is 
fortunate that we have had some one 
with his long experience of seafaring men 
to deal with our shipbuilding difficulties. 
In considering results, the troubles from 
which we have escaped by reason of what 
has been done by ,the Prime Minister 
should not be forgotten. 


Mr. Ricwarp Fosrer.—The Prime 


Minister’s Department is the External 





Special 


McWiutirams.—I1 remember hear- 












































Asfuiys Depirtment | POPC, | 
Departments. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK —Yea, 


scope ee the mail service and mi | 
in costs of running generally. 
should that expenditure be provide 
if not in the Estimates of the nk: 
Affairs Department? The servi 
provide communicétion with the 
which are to be administered by 
partment. Take, again, shipbu 
which does not cost the taxpayer | 
country a penny. The items andeee 
head are merely: advances to trust fu 
and are balanced by the profits. 
Mr. Arxinson.—-If our. shipbui 
were not a success, it would cost t 6: 
payer something. S 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Of ioe 
that ease there would be a ae t 


last figures Ae our nipbad ld 
so far, has cost about £28 10s. per t 
To-night we have had two kinds 
criticism of it. The honorable me 
for Wakefield. (Mr. Richard 





if we cannot build them as’ cheap 
they can be built eka but. a 


cannot move ou: Fie 
Mr. Rrowarp Foster.—He was 


member for Wide Ba: ne (Mr. Coren tik 
the honorable member for tees an 


observed in our shinbidldiaee beca 
do not desire that our ships shall 
too much. We hove. two shipyards, 
we must do something with them. — 

Mr. Ricwarp Fostzr—lI would at 


have them idle than lose money on 
Sir JOSEPH COOK, —They. 


not afford to keep them idle, ae 


make the best use om them we can. 
: we an 


















































ill be hehew to leave chipbuildive alone. 
Bir JOSEPH COOK. “0 far, ahs 


ot say that that will continue for all 
Anes T hope that it may, The 


uild ships as cheaply as hey can be 
ni overseas, though there is no reason 


| Efficiency, 
Br raiky Hf operations, and industrial 
Eau and peace are essentials. 


Rirunws Von ere Auierine 


oo JOSEPH COOROSE bin not 
lattering him; I am speaking the truth. 
“have been with him on these Confer- 


Bac ie of this 
The results are to 


2 Sines in these matters, and that 
Bare than offset any disadvantages. 


sven is always doing the work of 
three or four men. It is his way, but he 
; it efficiently and well. While there 
have been innumerable strikes during the 
ist. twelve months in nearly every other 

baie we have been kept almost wholly 





ae to Eapvondind ‘the salient points 
are these: We want ships. We have 


‘do 


A sph deal of the } 


: ese. two. yards of our nae and we must 
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Rican with them, They are 
manned by efficient staffs, 


still be able to produce ships in Australia a 
as cheaply as elsewhere. ae 


I come now to the question ae agencies hy 
abroad, to which’, perhaps, loughtto have ~ 
referred when dealing with Australia > 
House. 
regard, again, we are very much behind 
the rest of the world. Take, for instance, — 
America. One finds that nearly every 
small community has official representa- 
tion there, When the Prime Minister 
and I passed through the United States — 
of America, on our way Home, we found 
that Australia had no one to represent 
her there. One illustration will show 
the need of havin® some one on the spot. 
Our shipbuilding here was being held up 
for want of plates which we had nur-— 
chased in America. When the authorities 
of the United States of America entered 
upon their shipbuilding business they 
cancelled our order for plates, and we. 
were left without supplies to complete 
our ships. We had no one there to put 
our case. Our only means of communica- — 
tion was through the British Embassy, 
and the British bas had. then, as it. 
always has, tremendous commen in- © 
terests of its own, 
could do to look after its own affairs. We 
found, on the other hand, that Canada 
had twelve of the best business men to 
be found in the Dominion operating all. 
the time in the United States of America, 
In Washington we had not a representa- 


tive; the position was the same in New — 


York. Canada and every other country 


had agencies there, but we were entirely My 


without representation. Honorable mem-_ 
bers must make up their minds as to. 
whether these agencies pay. The experi- 
ence of other countries is that they pay 
handsomely, and they are being multi- 
plied all over the world. If it pays 
Canada to maintain an agency here ab 
the Seat of Govefnment, and to have a 
separate office in every State of the Come ty 
monwealth, it should pay us to have at_ 
least some representation in a country | 
like America, 

Mr. Rrcuarp Fosrer.—Did Mr, Brad- 
don recommend the continuance of our 
trade agency in the United States of 
America ? eh 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I endertoad | 


so, and everybody why has been dhetes 





and, when ~ 
they are amalgamated, I believe we shall ~ 


I have only to say that, in this © i 


and as much as: it. 









5756 Estimates — 
including Mr.—or Sir Hens Brandon 
as he now is—has done so. JI venture to 
say in passing that, if ever a distinction 
has been earned by merit, it has been 
earned by Sir Henry Braddon. He says 
that we need to get into much closer touch 
with America than we have been. It is to 
our business, as well as our diplomatic and 
political advantage, to-do so. The United 
States of America is one of the great 
Powers abutting on the Pacific. We 
have to get into closer touch with her, 
politically as well as commercially, and 
the closer the intimacy we can breed and 
perpetuate with her, the better for our 
future safety, as well as for our future 
prosperity. 


Then, again, take the East. It has 
been well said that we are building here 
a Western nation with an Eastern trade 
outlook. I believe that to be true. The 
East in time will become, perhaps, our 
_ best customer for our raw products, and 
It is therefore of the utmost importance 
that we should have representatives in 
all these countries where there is busi- 
ness to be done. 
-™must not imagine when they see, for 
this purpose, a proposed vote of £10,000 
on the Estimates that there is no credit 
to be set against it. The credit may even 
be intangible; it may be impossible to 
locate it, but it is none the less there. 
If we create an atmosphere of commercial 
intimacy, knowledge, and commercial 
amity, that in itself is worth more than 
we pay, to say nothing’ of the tangible re- 
sults which from time to time express 
themselves in our imports and exports. 
In all these matters we must make up our 
minds that the authorities in other coun- 
tries are not fools. They know what is 
to their advantage, and we cannot do bet- 
ter than follow in the footsteps of the 
most enlightened nations of the earth, 
who are multiplying instead of decreasing 
these agencies. We have only to see 
‘that good men are selected for these 
positions. If a man is. selected for 
any one of them, and he cannot make 
more out of it for the country than his 
Salary and oes he is not worth 
much, 

Mr. Arxryson.—Does the right honor- 
able gentleman think that our experience 
of having a Trade Commissioner in the 
United States of America shows that it 
pays to be represented there? ‘ 

Sir Joseph Cook. 


_IREPRESENTATIVES.| hes 


Honorable members _ 


interfering with the ultimate unity 

















caus Bervontly Ease the gre tes 7 
of him. ; 


Sir JOSEPH COOK —They make 
of him over and over again. The Un: 
States of America is a tremendously k 
country, and in travelling through 
finds that some of the big nation: 
agencies in nearly every State. I 
them to have them. We have, We 
said, diy one in New York. | 


discuss now whether he should be an 
bassador or not. ‘There is work 1 
done in direct association with the Bri 


with the Government at Washington 
somebody, whether you call him an 
bassador or not. I agree with th 
orable ves ee for Kooyong (Sir F 
















it does not necessarily follow that wi 


efficiency of our Empire diplomacy wh 
we put our Australian view to the Go 
vernment at Washington just as oth 
nations making up the Empire are doing. 
Canada has, and has had for a long tin 
her representative at Washington. S: 
proposed last year to alter his status | a 
to make him an Ambassador, but I thi 
she has deferred that proposal pen 
discussion at the Imperial Conferene 
next year. Something should be done by 
us to establish an agency at Washin igton 

in addition to one at New York. That 
is an imperative necessity of the mome 
and it would pay Australia over and ov 
again to assent to it, even if the cost 
should be very much more than our © 
sent agency. mah | 





in 
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Bob 
i : 


Arxinson.—What will be the re- 
itionship between the High Commis- 
oner’s Office and the new, immigration 
scheme? | | 

) Sir JOSEPH COOK—The High 


amissioner’s Office should control im- 


ist, In My opinion, be under the ulti- 
te control of the High Commissioner. 
; will be one of the activities of the 


= JOSEPH COOK.—Yes, as I 
understand it. We are sending over a 
ecial immigration officer, who will 
ork in the High Commissioner’s Office 


e High Commissioner. 


Mr. Jowetrr.—The Treasurer «is re- 
ring to Mr. Percy Hunter? 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—_Yes. The 


_ High Commissioner will be wise in giving 
new man who knows his job his head, 
but, at the same time, the final contro] 
must be with the High Commissioner. 
‘If we can galvanize that section of our 
tivities in the Old Country into still 
eater activity, it will be worth all the 
oney we propose to spend in that diree- 
“tion. It is a vital necessity. As I have 
said before, we must people or perish. 
We have-not enough people to hold 
this country or to meet readily and easily 
ir financial and other obligations as they 
ise. To people this country should be 
the chief objective of any Government 
“which holds office, and the moment it 
_ neglects that duty it should be removed 
_ from office. : 


wil next year. By that time the re- 
ganizations already in process will 
e been made, and when the honorable 
-member sees what has been done he will 
‘be able to criticise it. I have no doubt 
hatever he will have a very much 
tter view of it than he has to-night. 


morable member is, since no man in 
$ position can know all that is doing 
2 Australia House. It has always 
seemed to me to be somewhat unfortu- 
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d will be under the final control of | 


Defence 


a Re 


4 
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nate that Australia House is so far away. 
It is out of sight,.and very often, I am 
afraid, out of mind. It is only when we 
see the cost of it on the Estimates that 
we begin, to wonder whether it is doing 
anything. 


Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer.—We have not _ 


yet had an encouraging stimulating re- 
port from Australia House. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I- hope we 
shall get one before very long: Mean- 
time, I have been doing my best for the 
last: three-quarters of an hour to supply 
the Committee with full information. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS (Franklin) [8.57]. 
——The Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook) has 
given us a really excellent description 
of the work that ought to be done by the 
High Commissioner’s Office. Unfortu- 
nately, all the reports we receive show’ 
that this work is not being done. The 
truth is that the High Commissioner’s 
Office has been made, to a very large ex- 
tent, the plaything of party politics. 
The position of High Commissioner will 
become vacant in January next, and the 
gentleman who is to be appointed to 
fill it should have been selected weeks — 
ago and sent to England. To him alone 
should be left the work of re-organiza- 
tion. The present Commissioner could 
be given leave of absence. We all regret 
very much to hear that his health is far 
from satisfactory. If it is such as it is 
reported to be by those who have recently 
been in his office, it is cruel to keep 
him there, and he should have been given — 
leave of absence long ago. The Prime 
Minister (Mr. Hughes), the Treasurer 
(Sir Joseph Cook), and the Minister for 
(Senator Pearce) were in 
England for some time, and if any re- 
organization were necessary they could 
have suggested it. But it is not fair to 
Australia that the appointment of a sue-_ 


cessor to the present High Commissioner 


should be left until the last moment. 
I repeat that he should have been 
appointed weeks, if not months, ago. 
The gentleman who has to do the work 
in the office should be the man who is to — 
re-organize it, Senator E.D. Millen may 
re-organize the office in a way that the 
new High Commissioner may disapprove 
of entirely, and he may set to work to — 
re-organize it again. I therefore urge the — 
Government to make that appointment 


Ny 
\ 











at “once, © ne let the. eS, 







and reports which have reached us show, 
that it is sadly in need of re-organiza- 
‘tion! 
2 Mr. James Pace. —What. is wrong? 
24) Mr. 
ae reports that come to hand from men 
who have been to England, and have 
returned in the last few weeks. 






a report yet? 

» Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I have not peal 
the last report, but I have read the pre- 
‘ceding one, and he would be an exceed- 
ingly enthusiastic person who could 
‘get very much comfort from it. It is a 
known fact that the health of the present 
High Commissioner is not satisfactory. 
I yield to no man in respect for Mr. 
Fisher | 












one it, at any rate. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS. —I am sean 
ay: Why is it necessary to send a Minis- 
ter Home to re-organize the office if 
everything is satisfactory ! 
Sir Josern Coox.—There 
departure. 
a ‘Mr. McoWILLIAMS. lie that the rea- 
‘son? According to my reports, the health 
ee oe: the present occupant of the office has, 
i unfortunately, been such as every one in 
the House regrets. I yield to no man in 
“respect for Mr. 
‘I held him in the highest respect when 
“he was in this House, although sitting on 
the opposite side. “There was never a 









is a new 












_ self in whatever position he occupied 
more creditably than did 
: Fisher. 


7 Dir: GRANVILLE Ryriz. ue is the only 














oe ‘Pacu.—Yet he is. doing 


MeWILLIAMS.—I admit it at 
1a His term of office expires in 

‘ ag Surely if it is necessary to 
-Ye-organize the office—say if you like that 
it is because new activities have come 





the work when the appointment is abso- 
lutely falling due Se do 





: ae i 
“pointed proceed to take up the Sahih 


and re-organize the office. Heaven knows, 1 
obtain a reduction of £1 


McWILLIAMS.—I am referring 


“Mr, Brennan.—Has anybody ever read 


Government. and Sir ee 


Mr. JAMES PaGE.—You are not show- 


Fisher as an individual. 


member of the House who conducted him-. 


Andrew 


tainly the opinion of a great m 


He is as white a man as ever. 


‘in the way of immigration. 


into it—the man who. has to carry out 





TI hope directly, i in th 
i 


the ae ay i Commissioner. 






Wien Ng ee i“ 












Estimates, I said I did not an 
any material reductions | cow 
when we were going throu gh 
mates item by item. F thin W 
find it practically. ee to 

reduction, ae on. 






















JAMES Pace mie was i 
ae side. " 
Mr. 
sitting on the cross fenshow! 
the Deakin Government wa 


Mr. James Pace. a was ‘ 













































the Treasurer. 
Mr. McWILLTAMS. 





HwABS in. hie Hestha ken ne 
able member for Darwin ai. 


will realize that a is pen 
sible to secure reductions in 


people of Australia hanes not ol 
since the ae first he ih? ay 


many members. of thie! House 


of all classes who have Mic : 


for the amount ‘that. hee is € 
There is very important work 


time since it has been ina 


. et * | i slits 
Ween Dy. RN ie 
any re ai Wi Te 
: Bae a Ce aE 
pata me 
Vee, .. 

Estimates 



























re Pike ihole syste Pe Reuaera 
the Old Sai As the Govern- 


new Hich Commissioner now, 
him make his arrangements in, 
ance with his objectives. 
4 GRANVILLE . Ryrre.— What 
position of Mr. Fisher? 
foe MS, ——-I would give 


nota 


Teak ei his term van out, Tf 
‘overnment appointed a new High 
nissioner at once, he could not com- 
>» his arrangements here and reach 


arrangement: in "Australia, much 
efore the office became vacant. We all 
that the High Commissioner’s 
will have to be completely re- 
ized in view of the new work that 
‘proposed that it shall undertake. 
not fair to Parliament, or to the 
ple ‘of Australia, to allow it to be re- 


ee by a Minister who does not 
oe Mie i re- organize it, all over 


as agent “who is. going to 


honorable 
Bell). af 


I ihe. motion of He 
for Darwin (Mr. 


Oi Cook). Atieaeh the hon- 
ember for Franklin (Mr. MecWil- 


a very good escunt of what should be 
01 fe : the see Commissioner’ 8 Office, 


Nes 


tion bated for aati tourists. The 
rer said there were a number of 
1ans - holiday-making in England 
h war was on, and) attorwands, 








pee nothing about Mr. Percy — 
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and that ey found it very convenient to 
go to Australia House. to obtain infor- 
mation. I have no doubt that our 
wealthy tourist friends do find it con- 
venient, but I do not think that is the | 
purpose for which the High Commis- 
sioner was appointed or Alistralia House — 
built. 
Government are sending Home a gentle- ~ 
man named Perey Hunter to deal with 
the question of immigration. : 
pointment is another illustration of the 
policy of spoils tu. the victors. Perey 
Hunter has been the chief Nationalist 


organizer in New South Wales for some — 


time; in fact, the arrangement, entered 
into when Mr. Holman and Mr. Wade 
formed the Coalition Conscription Go- 
vernment in New South Wales was that 

Wade was to get the Agent-Generalship, - 
Perey Hunter was to be appointed Chief 
Organizer, and Cohen was to get a Judge- 
ship. The same Perey Hunter, who has 
been a very good organizer for the 
National party, is now being sent to 
England at our expense, allegedly to-be 
employed there as Immigration Agent. (I 
do not know whether he is fitted for that 
position, but I agree with the honorable 
member for Franklin that the High Com- 
missioner should’ control immigration, 
and be responsible for the immigration 
policy at the other end. Although I 
listened carefully to the Treasurer’s 
speech, I did not hear him give a satis- 
factory answer to the question I raised 
in the House the other evening, when I 
asked what was the necessity to spend. 
£10,000 on the trip of the Prime Minister 
and the right honorable gentleman to 
England, to the Peace Conference, and to 
various other places, if we are getting 
value for the money we are tn over. 
there. 


Mr. Pornton.—That is surely ancient 
history. | 


Mr. LAVELLE.—It is something that 


the people should be continually reminded - 
of. The Prime Minister and Treasurer’a 


trip will never be recorded in history, 


because it is a matter of so little import-_ 


ance; but the spending of £10,000 in that 
way is a matter of national’ importance. — 


The most noticeable thing I read of in 


connexion with the Treasurer’s trip was | 


that he had drunk a cocktail while in 
America, 
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The. Treasurer also said that the 97, 


That ap-- ae 





and tHreatened to win the aS | 














Hie ‘got another drink, The sum of 
£10,000 was spent on that 
\ a and £1,500 on Senator Pearce’s trip. L 
do ‘not know what was spent on Mr. 
- Watt’s trip, but-I earnestly hope we shall 
ina something about that event to- 
’ . morrow. Senator E. D. Millen is now on 
uo his way to Europe to attend a Conference, 
Which, we are told, is not going to take 
« ines and also to re-organize Australta 
House. If Australia gua: and the 
‘High Commissioner’s Office are to be re- 
organized, the work should be done by the 
High Commissioner. If the High Com- 
missioner is doting the work for which he 
is paid, and if Australia House is serving 
the purpose for which it. was ofected 
there is no occasion to send Ministers 
over there every twelve months. 
necessary to send Ministers there every 
twelve months, there is no need to saddle 
the people of ‘Australia with an expendi- 
ture of over £50,000 a year to keep Aus- 
tralia House going. JI intend to vote for 
the reduction moved by the honorable 
_ member for Darwin; but, as I should like 
to move for the total wiping out of two 
_ items prior to that, and cannot do 80 

% unless the honorable member’s motion is 
_ first withdrawn, I ask him to withdraw it 

: Pe perenly, to enable me to submit an 

\ Us _ amendment. 


ie 










Mr. Breri.—TI ask leave to temporarily 


withdraw the amendment. 
_ Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Wa. LAVELLE (Calare) — [9.15].— 
There is an item of £300 for a publicity 
” officer, being the salary for portion of 
_ the year only. I cannot see any neces- 
_ sity for paying a publicity officer to ad- 
-yertise the activities of the Prime Minis- 
|) ter: (Mr, Hughes) and his Department. 
r The right honorable gentleman is his own 
_ best publicity officer. What the other 
duties of the officer are I do not know, 
but the expenditure seems to me to be en- 
tirely unnecessary. 1 am not certain 
_ whether the officer is employed only at 
election time or permanently. In any 
case, | move—_ 





















omitted from division 13. 


The Committee divided. 
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Fenton, J. E. f , 

_ Maloney, Dr. | Chapm 

_ Mahon, H. inde Ww. 
Mahony, W. G. : 


That the item, “ Publicity Oiicer, £300, ” be 
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Cree eaephe neers 


an idee of £4,000 for 4 religt loy 
workers in connexion with the ma 
strike.” 


I aout call them iar shoitiond 
Standing Orders permitted ; 
I shall never give them any quai 
I do not intend to assist the | AOVE: 
to spend even £1 of the people’s 
on. these loyalists, because suc 
ture is an injustice to the m 
engaged in that industrial up. 
also the people generally. — 
ways be opposed to any help be 
to loyalists in. any eneee or 
therefore move— 


That the item, “ Relief of ag yal is iS 
‘Maritime Strike, £4,000, Gh be omitted fr 
sion fs ead Pl fe 
















Peachey 2 GREP 
PRU Tic te) ae: TY vce) , 
ki Mee ae eas 
oe + [ab Pe 
Mi 4 fe . Ying 
42 kon ; 
‘ eS Ra 
ill: Sane 


+ 























































of the principles of non- 
in the minds of the people of 
uniry. This item’ relates to a 
idd when trade unignism ii Aus- 
a was jeopardized by the actions of 
resent Government. We know per- 
y well that the Government formed 
scab” organizations all over Australia 
the purpose of breaking up trade 
jonism—a futile endeavour. as those 
re acquainted with unionism in. 
lia must know—and it was done 
expense principally of unionists, 
wuse, after all, they are the people who 
‘the main burden of taxation. The 
nt Government have made repeated 
pts to smash unionism at the behest 
the employers’ organizations. No 
ter how much money it may spend, 
Government has the slightest hope of 
omplishing that aim. 
Sir Josspu Coox.—Nobedy desires to 
at. Hie 
- BLAKELEY. — The present Go- 
nment have tried very hard indeed. 
They formed “scab” organizations in 
Victoria, and individual members of the 
Ministry travelled the country in advo- 
wey of them. Similar bbddies were 
‘qught into eXistence in South Australia, 
ern Australia, 
s, and were heavily subsidized by the 
mamonwealth and State Governments. 
In New South Wales over £1,000,000 was 
pent by the Nationalist Government at 
, behest of the employers in endeavour- 
s to smash trade unionism. Now the 
mmittee is asked to agree to an item of 
00 for the relief of ‘‘ loyalists.’’ Not- 
standing all the money spent by the 
it Commonwealth Government and 
ther Nationalist Governments, and all 
he efforts which have been made by such 
mments, both individually and col- 
ivély, trade unionism is probably in a 
yer position to-day than ever before 
history. I object to any public 
ey being spent on men who would 
»” on their fellow-workers by taking 
he jobs of men who were fighting far 
principles, and I protest against any Go- 
aent spending money which should 
ent by the employing class, if it is 
) be spent at all.. The Committee 
should reject this item, because it is a 
; directed at trade unionism’ gene- 
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and New. South ’ 
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Mr, GABB (Angas) [9.29].—I also op- 
pose this item. The word “ loyalist,” 
used as it is here, is alone sufficient to 
incite-one to opposition. To whom were _ 
the men loyal? Certainly not to their. — 
own. class, and therefore not to their own 
interests. That is-proved by the fact ~~ 
that we hear of complaints by them that | 
they have been pushed into the back- 
ground by the very Government who 
made use of them. I hope that those 
honorable members who at one time were 
members of the Labour party will show 
where they stand in regard to unionism. 
Will: they support this amendment, or 
have they so far fallen away from the 
principles which, as prominent trade 
unionists they held at one time, that they — 
will vote for a financial grant to help in- 
dividuals who proved false to their own 
class ? ; 


Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta— 
Treasurer) [9.30].—Last year a grant 
of £33,000 was made, for the relief of 
distress caused by the maritime strike. 

Mr. James Pace.—Do not forget that 
you ‘“‘gagged’’ the Estimates through 
last year. | 2 
- Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The honorable 
member did not object to that item being 
“ vavoed ” through. 
Mr. James Pace.—How could we help 
it ? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—That was an 
item of £33,000 granted for the relief 
of families of unionist workers—the 
actual unionist strikers. ) 

Mr. James Pacz.—That is too thin. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—It may be thin, 
but it is the truth; that is all. This is 
an item of £4,000 by way of‘ payment 
to these men, because they were dispos- 
sessed of their work as the outcome of 
an arrangement by which they all left 
the wharfs in order that the unionists 


might take their places. 
Mr, LAZZARINI (Werriwa) [9.33].— 


To my mind, the payment of an item of 
this’ kind amounts to deliberate dis- 
honesty. In their efforts to get men to 
fill the places of the unionists, and to 
break down trade unionism, the Govern: 


ment had to offer something a long way i: 
in advance of the claims which the union- 


ists themselves had made before going — ee 
out on strike. The Treasurer (Sir J oseph 


& 


” 


< 


‘ : Cook) now saya phat Naawune: these in- th 


ny had to leave the. wharfs, they 
are to be compensated. Thank God. at 


any rate, that there are not sufficient 
men of this type in Australia to ade- 


quately take the place of striking trade 
unionists. 

Sir JosepH Coox.—This is a matter 

which, if I were in the honorable mem- 


“ber’s place, I would leave severely alone. 


Mr. LAZZARINI.—I am _ not pre- 
pared to leave it alone, and would not 
be even if it had to do with the dis- 

bursement of £1, let alone £4,000. I 
want no advice from the Treasurer. A 

recommendation coming from him has no 
interest for me. or for the movement 

' which I represent. I desire to register 
“my protest against this proposal to make 


_ the taxpayers at large compensate beings 


who would have taken the bread and 
butter out of the mouths of the wives 
and little ones of true unionists. 


Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) [9.35].—I 

- have a fairly lively recollection of the 
_ history of this matter, and I think that 
this item of £4,000 ought to be paid out 
of the funds of the National party. 

Mr. Braxerry.—Which really is the 
Employers Federation ? 

@ Mr. BRENNAN.—L. remember. how, 
on the steps of this very House, I and 
other Labour members met hundreds of 
these men. Some of them actually 

sought interviews with Labour  repre- 

sentatives to put to them the justice of 
their claim. They held that they had 

- been persuaded by the Government, upon 
certain promises,,to undertake work ‘on 

the wharfs. But, they said that, as soon 

as the Government found the position im- 

practicable, and their stand untenable, 

they disregarded their undertakings. 

Thus, these so-called loyalists found 

themselves left in the lurch, penniless, 
~ and dependent upon charity. I was 

“actually interviewed, together with 

‘others, on the steps of this House, by 

hi numbers of men who pathetically put 

their position to me. I pointed out, as 
was only natural, that we of the Labour 
party could scarcely be expected to feel 
> very warm sympathy for those who had 
“to use that expressive but somewhat 


vulgar term—“scabbed” on their com- 


rades in that great industrial upheaval, 
- when all the forces of the Commonwealth 


a, Government were employed to support. 





‘not place the burden upon the 

















ae was a measure ae just ice i 
claim, and I cannot pa rec 


which the Treagiee a a 
which the Labour party suee 
wresting from the Governm 
now be called upon, as mem 


friends of the Government. — 
that the Government var 
make compensation themselves. 
should look after their own frie 
pay them out of: their own po 


Question—That the item “* Reli 
loyalist workers, £4,000,’’ be struck 
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VELLE (Calasey nea 45]. ey 


° Sei attention’ to. the item, 


£15,000.’ I sup- 
Rstable members will be sur- 
“my action in Roy ae that this 


. bring about a reduction oF 
tes ‘or to abolish militarism and 
tion ‘in the different countries 
world, I should be found support- 
_ But although we have fought the 
ch was to end wars, ‘although we 
League of Nations which was in- 
maintain peace in the true sense 
rd, we find that the world to-day 
greater state of turmoil than it 
as before. There are more wars 
| to-day than were ever previously 
in the Rorid's history. I notice 
































L igs bill. 
4 Lazzanint .—It was a pretty tall 


“AVELLE. Vee ie aiounted 
Os Ee as I do, 


OR (Yarra) [9.47 ].—I should 
‘Treasurer to tell us whether we 


n pein (Mr. McWilliams) referred 
pas poe we would be posted as 





; Binee —We o haa a right to pay 
lam aure the honorable member for 


“bey, 
r ay 
Thy 


alae, ale Lavelle) will namiy ate 








having regard to the fact that. we have | tf 
entered the League of Nations. a : 


Mr. Laverre—I object to Aisolegt! ex- 


penditure, irrespective of whether ‘the | 
amount has been paid or not. Marah sts 


Mr. TUDOR —Seeing that we joined 
the League, we have a ri ieht to give proper 
notice before withdrawing from it, = 
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“Amendment (by Mr. Bury) proposed-— aah 
That the proposed vote, ‘* High Commis-_ 
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| . Amendment negatived. 





“Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [9.55].—It 


Cwill be noticed that the expenditure last 
year for “stationery, travelling, and in- 
-eidental, expenses,” in connexion with the 
High Commissioner’s Office was £4,500. 
This year it is anticipated that it will be 
‘£5,000: I think that we might well 're- 
duce that item by £500. Then the total 
proposed vote upon the High Commis- 


“4 Ssioner’s Office is altogether beyond what 


it should be. ‘We ought, therefore, to 
emphasize the fact that we desire 
economy to be exercised. Last year the 
upkeep for Australig House amounted to 
+ £9,000. I think that that amount may 
oe well be reduced by ee 000. 
Ve move— 
That the item, “Stationery, travelling and 
incidental expenses, £4,500,” be reduced by 


£500, and that the item, “ Upkeep of Aus- 
tralia House, £9,000,” be reduced by £4.000. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta— 
Treasurer) |9.56|]—I hope the Commit- 
-tee will not agree to this amendment. I 
have already given details of expenditure 

in connexion with the High Commis- 
rag sioner’s Office. We cannot help the cost 
of services rising. That is rendered in- 
_ evitable by the increase in the cost of 
 eommodities. 


Question put. The Committee divided. 
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Consequently 


Gregory) had moved to redu 


“the Government to re-organize 
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Question go resolved in the 3 
Amendment negatived. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER 
[10.2|.—I desire to say that e 
orable member for Dampi 7 


for the High Commissioner’ 
by £500 T ae have sUppote 


the kind, and fae ot oe 
from which items the money 


personally, T am very dishate 
ue information, or rather the a 


eistealig Hausen With the kin ik 
tentions, I say that, in regard to th: 
penditure, we have a special 
know the fullest details. As t 
penditure in any or every p: 
tralia, we can get the necessary 
tion from’ the representativ 
States affected; but nae of 


don ; jag therefore Ge 
ought to give us every detail of of 
It is well known to be the 1 


don Office, and I hope thats 
tion will be borne in mind. 
Proposed vote agreed | to, 7 
itis reported. | 


» Assent pont : 
| ‘House adjourned ‘at 10.6 
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Gardiner, Senator Keating, and Senator Pratten. : : 


Hovuse.—The President, the Chairman of Committees, Senator Buzacott, Senator J. aur. 
Guthrie, Senator Rowell, Senator Thomas, and Senator Wilson. . he , . 
PRINTING.—Senator Adamson, Senator Cox, Senator J..D. Millen, Senator Newland, Senator 
Plain, Senator Reid, and Senator Henior: 5 ay 
_Pusriic AccouNTS COMMITTEE (Jornt ).—Senator Bolton, Senator Buzacott, and Senator J.D. 
Millen. E SB e a 


Pustic WorKs.—(Jornt).—Senator Foll, Senator Newland, and Senator Plain, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Sranpine .OrRDERS.—Mr. Speaker, thé Prime Minister, the Chairman of Comaitenter Mr. 
Atkinson, Mr. Charlton, Mr. Fowler, and Mr. Tudor. 


Lrprary.—Mr. Speaker; Mr? Anstey, Mr. Fleming, Mr. Fowler, Mr. Higgs, Mr. Lamond, Mr. 
Mackay, Mr. Maxwell, Dr. Maloney, and Mr. McDonald. 3 


Hovuse.—Mr. Speaker, Mr. Foster, Mr. Gregory, Mr. Livingston, Mr. Mathews, Mr. James 
Page, Mr. Rodgers, and Mr. Watkins. 


Printine.—Mr. Bamford; Mr. Bowden, Mr. Corser, Mr. Fenton, Mr. eva tiont Mr. riley, ‘f 


and Mr. West. 
Pusric Accounts (Jomnt).—Mr. Bayley, Mr. Charlton, Mr. Fenton, Mr. Fleming, Mr 
Fowler, Mr. Prowse, and Mr. West. ~ 7 ‘ 
Pusrtic Works (Jort).—Mr. Atkinson, Mr. Bamford, Mr. Gregory: Mr. Mackey, ae 
Mathews, and Mr. Parker Moloney. = eres 


SEA CARRIAGE SELECT COMMITTEE.—Mr., Atkinson, Mr. Burchell, Mr. yi aeoy Mr. Foster, Mr. 
Mahony, Mr. McWilliams, and Mr. Watkins. : 


‘ ay 
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